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INTRODUCTION  TO  COMPREHENSIVE  PLAN: 


The  Planning  Program 


Through  organization  and  coordination 
of  diverse  coramunity  elements,  the  Coiti- 
rehensive  Plan  for  the  Wolf  Point  City- 
County  Planning  Area  provides  a  basic 
framework  for  future  development.   Using 
this  plan,  elected  officials  and  admin- 
istrators responsible  for  the  welfare 
of  those  living  v/ithin  the  Planning 
Area  should  be  able  to  build  consis- 
tently upon  what  has  been  done  in  the 
past  with  maximum  effectiveness  and 
economy.   In  short,  the  Comprehensive 
Plan  should  allov;  for  continuity  from 
the  past  through  the  present  to  the 
future.   Proper  implementation  of 
the  Plan  could  lead  to  the  develop- 
ment of  a  better  living  environment 
for  everyone.   Non-compatible  uses 
would  not  intrude  into  the  neighbor- 
hood of  the  private  individual. 
Sufficient  land  would  be  provided 
for  commerce  and  industry  to  prevent 
future  conflicts  with  residential 
areas.   Misuses  of  land  would  be 
avoided,  and  congestion  minimized. 
Community  facilities  would  be  str- 
tegically  located.   Growth  of  the 
Wolf  Point  Area  would  proceed  in  a 
rational,  orderly  manner  at  the 
least  cost  to  the  taxpayer. 

Implementation  of  the  Plan  will  not 
take  place  in  a  year,  nor  perhaps 
even  within  the  twenty-year  planning 


period.   Of  necessity,  implementation 
will  be  gradual,  growing  from  the  day- 
to-day  decisions  of  public  officials 
and  private  individuals.   Such  decisions 
might  be  made  concerning  new  housing  or 
the  rehabilitation  of  older  ones,  for 
the  pavement  of  a  city  street,  or  the  con- 
struction of  a  state  highway.   Respon- 
sible officials  or  individuals  might 
choose  to  expand  a  hospital,  build  a  new 
store,  or  site  a  nev/  governmental  facility. 
If  such  decisions  are  made  in  conjunction 
with  the  Comprehensive  Plan,  implementation 
would  be  accomplished. 

The  success  of  the  planning  program,  that 
is,  the  implementation  of  the  Comprehensive 
Plan  and  the  time  necessary  for  such  imple- 
mentation, depends  in  large  part  on  the 
preferences  of  each  individual  and  of  the 
Wolf  Point  community  as  a  whole. 


The  Planning  Board 


In  1972,  the  Wolf  Point  City-County 
Planning  Board  and  jurisdictional  area 
were  formed  by  the  joint  action  of  the 
County  Corrimissioners  of  Roosevelt  County 
and  the  City  Council  of  Wolf  Point. 
Formation  of  the  Board  was  implemented 
under  authority  granted  by  Title  II, 
Chapter  38,  of  the  Revised  Codes  of 
Montana.   The  purpose  of  the  Planning 
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Board  is  to  promote  tha  orderly 
development  of  the  City  of  V^^olf  Point 
and  those  portions  of  Roosevelt 
County  lying  within  the  Planning 
Area.   Montana  statutes  require 
that  the  Planning  Board  serve  in 
an  advisory  capacity  to  presently 
established  boards,  corrjtiissions, 
councils  and  officials.   Legislative 
and  administrative  powers  to  carry 
out  planning  recommendations  re- 
main with  the  City  of  VJolf  Point,  the 
School  Board,  the  County,  other  ex- 
isting legal  entities,  and  private 
individuals. 

Membership  in  the  VJolf  Point  City- 
County  Planning  Board  includes  four 
persons  appointed  by  the  City  of 
Wolf  Point,  four  persons  appointed 
by  the  County  Commissioners,  and 
one  member-at- large  selected  by 
the  other  board  members.   The 
Mayor  of  Wolf  Point  and  one  County 
Commissioner  are  also  members  of 
the  Board. 


are  Glasgow,  Scobey,  Culbertson,  Circle, 
Plenty^vood,  Sidney  and  Glendive.   The 
Missouri  River  forms  the  southern 
boundary  of  both  Roosevelt  County  and 
the  Wolf  Point  Planning  Area. 

The  VJolf  Point  City-County  Planning 
Area  approximately  conforms  to  a  circle 
v;ith  a  four  and  one-half  mile  radius 
around  the  City  of  Wolf  Point.   Included 
are  47.6  square  miles  or  29,024  acres 
of  agricultural,  residential,  commercial 
and  industrial  lands.   Except  for  approx- 
imately 550  acres  which  comprise  the  City 
of  Wolf  Point,  the  remaining  portion  of 
the  Planning  Area  falls  within  the  Fort 
Peck  Indian  Reservation.   Delineation 
of  the  Planning  Area  is  shown  in  Figure  1, 


The  Planning  Area 


Wolf  Poxnt,  the  county  seat  of 
Roosevelt  County,  is  located  within 
the  Fort  Peck  Indian  Reservation 
in  the  southwestern  corner  of 
Roosevelt  County  in  eastern  Montana. 
Wolf  Point  is  eighty  miles  from  the 
North  Dakota  border  and  sixty  miles 
south  of  the  Canadian  border.   'Within 
a  hundred-mile  radius  of  Wolf  Point 


I 


Plains.   With  the  exception  of  several 
small,  mountainous  areas,  the  surface 
relief  is,  for  the  most  par,  character- 
ized by  smooth,  tabular  divides  sepa- 
rated by  stream  valleys.   Although  the 
smooth,  uneroded,  treeless  upland 
appears  almost  flat,  it  has  a  slight, 
general  inclination  toward  the  east. 

The  land  form  of  the  Planning  Area  con- 
forms to  the  previous  description  of 
the  upland,  and  is  illustrated  in  the 
following  figure. 
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During  low  water,  the  Missouri  flows 
through  a  channel  from  fifteen  to  tvventy- 
five  feet  below  its  flood  plain.   Previous 
to  the  construction  of  the  Fort  Peck 
Reservoir,  flooding  occured  late  in  May  and 
early  in  June. 
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REGIONAL  CHARACTERISTICS 


Land  Form 


The  northern  plains  of  Montana  occupy 
a  part  of  the  great  continental 
slope,  known  as  the  Great  Plains, 
which  stretches  from  tlie  foothills 
of  the  Rocky  Mountains  toward 
the  Mississippi  Valley.   The  area 
includes  a  narrow  strip  across  the 
western  or  higher  part  of  the  Great 


Plains.   With  the  exception  of  several 
small,  moiintainous  areas,  the  surface 
relief  is,  for  the  most  par,  character- 
ized by  smooth,  tabular  divides  sepa- 
rated by  stream  valleys.   Although  the 
smooth,  vmeroded,  treeless  upland 
appears  almost  flat,  it  has  a  slight, 
general  inclination  toward  the  east. 

The  land  form  of  the  Planning  Area  con- 
forms to  the  previous  description  of 
the  upland,  and  is  illustrated  in  the 
following  figure. 
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The  Missouri  River,  which  runs 
along  the  base  of  the  Planning 
Area,  is  navigable  as  far  v.'ssr  as 
Fort  Benton,  averaging  one-hundred 
yards  in  width. 


During  low  water,  the  Missouri  flows 
through  a  channel  from  fifteen  to  twenty- 
five  feet  below  its  flood  plain.   Previous 
to  the  construction  of  the  Fort  Peck 
Reservoir,  flooding  occured  late  in  May  and 
early  in  June. 
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Climate 


and  a  large  number  of  sunshiny  days. 


The  climate  of  the  V7olf  Point 
Planning  Area  is  characterized  by 
moderately  low  rainfall,  dry  atmos- 
phere, hot  summer,  cold  winters. 


Prescipitation  (represented  in  inches) 
and  temperature  (shov/n  in  degrees 
Fahrenheit)  are  illustrated  in  the 
following  figures. 


PRECIPITATION 


Mean 


Jan.   Feb. 

Mar. 

Apr. 

May 

June 

July 

Aug. 

Sept. 

Oct. 

Nov. 

Dec. 

Annual 

.50    .40 

.52 

1.17 

1.61 

3.27 

2.03 

1.80 

1.07 

.58 

.45 

.38 

13.78 

Greatest 

1.51  1.75 

1.66 

3.18 

5.84 

7.12 

6.62 

6.32 

3.39 

2.16 

1.55 

1.30 

19.34 

Least 

.02   .02 

.07 

.05 

.16 

.71 

.61 

.02 

T 

T 

.01 

.03 

8.31 

TEMPERATURE 


Mean 


Jan.   Feb. 

Mar. 

Apr. 

May 

June 

July 

Aug. 

Sept. 

Oct. 

Nov. 

Dec. 

Annual 

8.0    14.5 

25.4 

43.0 

54.6 

63.2 

70.5 

6S.7 

57.1 

45.8 

28.5 

15.9 

41.3 

Highest 

23.6   30.4 

39.1 

51.3 

62.1 

73.3 

74.3 

73.8 

66.4 

53.7 

39.6 

26.1 

44.8 

Lov.'est* 

14.7    1.6 

14.0 

36.3 

49.2 

57.0 

66.5 

64.7 

46.8 

39.4 

15.1 

-0.8 

35.6 

*  Average  Monthly  Temperature 
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wind  patterns  are  directly  affected 
by  the  surrounding  land  forms.   The 
prevailing  wind  direction  (see 
figure  belov/)  is  from  the  northv/est 
with  winds  occasionally  reaching 


seventeen  to  twenty-seven  knots.   A 
secondary  wind  direction  is  from  the 
southeast  (see  figure  below) ,  north- 
westerly winds  flowing  through  the 
Planning  Area. 


Direction  of  Prevailing  Winds 


The  average  date  of  the  first  fall 
freeze  is  Septerpier  12,  and  the 
average  date  of  the  last  freeze  is 


May  25.   The  freeze-free  season  lasts 
between  110  and  120  days  on  the  average. 
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VJolf  Point;   Yesterday  and  Today 


Lewis  and  Clark,  the  first  men  known 
to  explore  northeastern  Montana, 
camped  at  the  mouth  of  Wolf  Creek 
in  May  of  1805.   In  the  years 
that  followed,  hunters,  trappers 
and  fur  traders  moved  into  the  area, 
making  their  livings  off  the  abundant 
game  in  the  area.   As  steamboat  traffic 
developed  on  the  Missouri,  the  early 
tov/nsite  of  Wolf  Point  became  a  refuel- 
ing station  for  river  boats. 

With  the  extension  of  the  Great 
Northern  Railroad  to  the  north  of 
"Old  Town"  in  1387  cam  relocation 
of  the  towns ite  of  Wolf  Point. 
When  the  Fort  Peck  Reservation  was 
opened  to  homesteading  in  1914,  a 
new  town,  located  at  the  present 
site  of  Wolf  Point,  was  built  ad- 
jacent to  the  railroad.   By  1915, 
the  nev;  town  had  grov;n  so  much  that 
local  businessmen  took  step  to  in- 
corporate Wolf  Point  as  a  munic- 
ipality.  Since  its  incorporation 
as  a  city.  Wolf  Point  has  grown 
to  a  population  of  3,500  (1960 
cencus) . 

As  the  buffalo  and  other  wild  game 
began  to  disappear,  the  hunter 
and  trapper  were  followed  by 
the  cattle  rancher  and  the  cow- 
boy who,  in  turn,  were  replaced 


by  the  v/heat  farmer.   The  agricultural 
economy  developed  quickly  so  that,  by 
1928,  Wolf  Point  had  become  the  largest 
inland  wheat  exporting  point  in  the 
world. 

While  oil  production  and  cattle  raining 
contribute  to  the  steady  growth  and 
progress  of  the  community,  grain  farm- 
ing is  the  backbone  of  its  economy. 


Regional  Function 


The  function  of  Wolf  Point  has  changed 
little  since  the  community  began.   Orig- 
inally a  refueling  station  for  riverboats , 
V\^olf  Point  soon  became  a  trading  post. 
Later,  with  the  introduction  of  ranching 
and  grain  farming  into  the  area,  the 
community  became  a  trade  center  geared 
toward  an  agricultural  economy.   Today, 
largely  as  the  result  of  changing  pop- 
ulation and  employment  trends.  Wolf  Point 
is  facing  a  nev/  role.   Wolf  Point  is 
becoming  an  urban  service  center  providing 
retaining,  governm.ental,  educational 
and  medical  facilities  to  northeastern 
Montana.   This  nev;  role,  coupled  with 
the  close  proximity  of  Wolf  Point  to  the 
Fort  Peck  Indian  Reservation  and  the  rail- 
road, will  have  a  profound  effect  on  the 
development  pattern  of  the  Wolf  Point 
Planning  Area. 
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Development  Pattern 


Present  Problems  and  Concerns 


Development  within  the  Planning  Area 
ranges  from  dense  and  urban  within  the 
City  of  Wolf  Point  to  low  intensity 
and  agricultural  along  the  Missouri 
River  to  very  low  intensity  on  the 
bench  lands  in  the  northern  portions 
of  the  Planning  Area. 

Located  in  the  approximate  center  of 
the  Planning  Area,  the  Wolf  Point 
community  is  oriented,  for  the  most 
part,  in  a  north-south  direction, 
business  and  industrial  activities 
taking  place  at  or  near  the  mid- 
point of  this  axis. 

Most  rural  development  has  taken  place 
in  the  southeast  portion  of  the  Planning 
Area  between  the  Burlington-Northern 
Railroad  tracks  and  the  Missouri  River. 
Most  of  the  rural  development  is 
residential  in  nature. 

U.S.  Highway  2,  a  portion  of  Montana 
Highway  13W,  and  the  Burlington- 
Northern  Railroad  tracks  provide 
for  primary  transportation  circul- 
lation  in  an  east-west  orientation 
through  V7olf  Point  and  the  central 
portion  of  the  Planning  Area.   Major 
north-south  routes  include  a  portion 
of  Montana  Highway  13W,  Montana  13, 
and  F.A.S.  250. 


Development  patterns  within  the  Planning 
Area  are  shaped  by  the  economic,  social 
and  aesthetic  values  of  the  people  who 
reside  in  an  area.   The  ability  of  a 
community  to  copy  with  the  changing 
values  and  demands  placed  on  it  by  its 
residents  largely  determines  the  extent 
of  a  particular  problem.   Following  is 
a  list  of  the  economic,  social  and 
aesthetic  concerns  of  the  people  living 
within  the  Wolf  Point  Planning  Area. 

Economic  conditions: 

1.  Roosevelt  County  and  the  Planning 
Area  are  presently  experiencing  a  high 
unemployment  rate. 

2.  Being  the  basis  for  the  primary  economy 
of  the  Planning  Area,  the  agricultural 
contribution  to  the  economy  fluctuates 
with  the  market  and  seasonal  growing 
conditions. 

3.  Due  to  the  long  distances  between  Wolf 
Point  and  other  communities  or  areas, 
the  potential  for  attracting  manufactur- 
ing industries  is  limited. 

4.  Inadequate  shipping  service  creates 
hardship  for  local  retailers,  this, 
in  turn,  affecting  the  local  economy. 


5.  Services  and  tourism  are  be- 
coming more  important  to  the 
Planning  Area  economy,  tourism 
actively  engaged  in  for  only  a 
few  short  months  of  each  year  and 
being  dependent  upon  climate  and 
fluctuating  spending  trends. 

6.  The  economy  is  not  diverse  enough, 
more  industry,  particularly  that 
oriented  to  agriculture,  being 
needed. 

7.  J.t  is  necessary  both  to  prevent 
further  decline  of  retail  and 
service  establishments  and 

to  attract  new  businesses  to 
the  downtown  area. 

Social  Conditions: 


Physical  (aesthetic)  conditions: 

1.  In  general,  little  or  no  new  housing 
is  available  for  sale  throughout  the 
Planning  Area,  persons  wishing  to 
purchase  houses  having  to  select 
from  among  relatively  older  houses. 

2.  There  is  little  rental  housing  avail- 
able, those  houses  actually  for  rent 
generally  being  in  poor  structural 
condition. 

3.  For  the  most  part,  the  City  of  Wolf 
Point  has  developed  with  a  gridiron 
street  system  which  requires  a  large 
amount  of  land  for  traffic  circulation, 
prevents  circulation  channeling 
according  to  function,  and  requires 
excessive  maintenance  costs. 


1.  Conflicts  in  land-use  policy  exist 
between  the  local  governments 

and  the  Fort  Peck  Indian  Reser- 
vation. 

2.  There  is  a  trend  toward  larger 
land  holdings,  that  is,  toward 
consolidation  of  land  ownership, 
this  trend  resulting  in  out- 
migration  of  families. 

3.  High  school  and  college  graduates 
have  been  outmigrating  as  the 
result  of  a  general  lack  of  job 
opportunities  within  the  Planning 
Area. 


The  dov/ntovm  area  presently  appears 
unattractive . 

Parking  facilities  are  inadequate 
within  the  downtown  area. 

Water  treatment  facilities  are  needed 
for  the  City  of  Wolf  Point. 

Storm  drainage  is  needed  in  the  southern 
portion  of  Wolf  Point. 

All-season  recreational  facilities  are 
needed  within  the  Planning  Area. 
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9.  City  Hall  and  county  jail  facil- 
ities are  presently  inadequate. 

10.  More  tourist-oriented  recreational 
facilities  such  as  fishing  sites 
and  camping  areas  are  needed. 

11.  Because  of  annexation  problems 
accuring  with  adjoining 
Reservation  lands, 

the  City  of  Wolf  Point  loses 
a  considerable  amount  of 
federal  and  state  funding 
which  is  supposed  to  be  allotted 
on  the  basis  of  population. 

12.  The  entire  Planning  Area  lacks 
zoning,  subdivision  and  build- 
ing regulations. 

13.  Flooding  occurs  on  Wolf  Creek, 
seasonally  causing  a  large 
portion  of  the  Planning  Area 
to  be  inundated. 

14.  Housing  for  the  elderly  is 
needed  close  to  the  downtown 
area. 

15.  Low  and  moderate-cost  housing 
is  needed  in  the  Planning  Area. 

16.  Transportation  facilities  for 
the  elderly  are  lacking. 
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Until  the  last  ten  years,  Roosevelt 
County  has  gained  considerably  in  pop- 
ulation.  Ho^^?ever,  betv/een  IS 60  and 
19  70,  the  population  declines  11.6  per- 
cent.  Like  many  areas  in  the  upper 
midv/est,  Roosevelt  County  experienced  a 
decline  in  agricultural  population. 

The  city  of  V7olf  Point  has  been  following 
basically  the  same  trend  as  Roosevel 
County,  having  gained  in  population 
until  the  last  decade  during  which  the 
population  declined  by  13.7  percent. 
Probable  causes  for  population  decline 
were: 

1.  The  decreasing  birthrate  in  both 
Wolf  Point  and  Roosevelt  County. 

2.  The  lack  of  employment  opportiinities 
for  high  school  students  who  therefore 
left  the  area. 

3.  The  lack  of  job  opportunities  for 
those  high  school  students  v/ho  might 
have  chosen  to  return  to  the  area. 


4. 


chapter)^ 


The  high  unemployment  rate  in  both 
Wolf  Point  and  the  County,  a  situation 
resulting  in  outmigration. 

The  considerable  Indian  housing  devel- 
opment which  took  place  outside  the 
corporate  limits  of  Vvolf  Point.   Homes 
of  Indians  who  moved  from  the  city 
were  left  vacant.   Wolf  Point  neglected 
to  expand  its  boundaries  to  include 
the  newly  developed  areas. 


WOLF  POINT: 


GROWTH  TRENDS  AND 


POPULATION  CHARACTERISTICS 


To  a  large  extent,  future  land  use 
and  traffic  movement  in  the  Wolf 
Point  planning  area  will  be  deter- 
mined by  population.   The  amount 
of  land  which  will  be  utilized  for 
the  various  community  functions 
should  directly  reflect  anticipated 
population  numbers  and  character- 
istics.  This  study  will  analyze 
past  and  present  growth  trends  and 
population  characteristics  in  order 
to  determine  the  future  population 
composition  of  the  planning  area. 


Past  Population  Trends: 

Roosevelt  County  &  VJolf  Point 


Since  19  30,  the  state  of  Montana 
has  experienced  a  continuous  in- 
crease in  population  (see  Table  I) , 
most  of  this  increase  having  taken 
place  in  urban  areas.   Population 
growth  between  19  50  and  1960  (14.2 
percent)  was  the  1950-1970  decade, 
there  has  been  a  trend  toward 
slov/er  population  growth  (2.9  percent), 
the  result  of  slow  economic  grov7th 
and  few  job  opportunities. 


Until  the  last  ten  years,  Roosevelt 
County  has  gained  considerably  in  pop- 
ulation.  However,  betv;een  19  60  and 
19  70,  the  population  declines  11.6  per- 
cent.  Like  many  areas  in  the  upper 
midv/est,  Roosevelt  County  experienced  a 
decline  in  agricultural  population. 

The  city  of  Wolf  Point  has  been  following 
basically  the  same  trend  as  Roosevel 
Coiinty,  having  gained  in  population 
until  the  last  decade  during  which  the 
population  declined  by  13.7  percent. 
Probable  causes  for  population  decline 
were: 

1.  The  decreasing  birthrate  in  both 
Wolf  Point  and  Roosevelt  County. 

2.  The  lack  of  employment  opportunities 
for  high  school  students  who  therefore 
left  the  area. 

3.  The  lack  of  job  opportunities  for 
those  high  school  students  v;ho  might 
have  chosen  to  return  to  the  area. 

4.  The  high  unemployment  rate  in  both 
Wolf  Point  and  the  County,  a  situation 
resulting  in  outmigration. 

5.  The  considerable  Indian  housing  devel- 
opment which  took  place  outside  the 
corporate  limits  of  v.'olf  Point.   Homes 
of  Indians  who  moved  from  the  city 
were  left  vacant.   Wolf  Point  neglected 
to  expand  its  boundaries  to  include 
the  newly  developed  areas. 
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Wolf  Point 
*Planning  Area 
Roosevelt  County 
St.  of  Mont. 


SOURCE:   Census  of  Population,  1950,  1S60,  1970 
^Estimated  by  CTA. 


TABLE    1 

POPUU'.TION    &    GROKTH    RATES 

1950 

%    of           1960 

%    of 

19  70 

%   of 

Deer. 

Deer. 

Deer. 

or 

or 

or 

Incr. 

Incr. 

Incr. 

2,557 

3,585 

+  40.2 

3.095 

-13.7 

N/A 

N/A 

— 

3,872 

— 

9,580 

11,731 

+22.5 

10,365 

-11.6 

591,024 

57-1,767 

+14.2 

694,409 

+   2.9 

Characteristics  of  the  Population 


The  social  and  economic  structures 
of  a  community  must  be  evaluated  in 
order  that  future  needs  can  be 
anticipated.   Presented  below  is 
a  brief  overview  of  the  population 
characteristics  of  Wolf  Point 
and  the  planning  area. 


1.   Age  cind  Sex  Characteristics: 

The  planning  area  contains  a 
total  population  of  approxi- 
mately 3",872  persons,"  1,243  (32.1 
percent)  of  whom  are  14  years  of 
age  or  under.   Approxim.ately 


30.7  percent  of  the  persons  living 
in  Wolf  Point  are  14  years  of  age 
or  less.   Approximately  26.1  percent 
of  the  total  population  falls  in  the 
group  from  15  to  34  years  of  age.   The 
school-age  population  composed  of 
persons  anyv/here  from  six  through  17 
years  of  age,  has  remained  fairly 
constant  since  1955.   This  may  be  due 
to  the  relatively  recent  decline  in  the 
birthrate  in  the  planning  area.   Out- 
migration  is  coircnon  to  those  of  work- 
ing age,  particularly  those  who  are 
any\i/here  from  18  through  24  years  of 
age.   Many  in  this  age  group,  being 
least  restrained  by  family  ties  and 
responsibilities,  go  on  to  college  or 
go  in  search  of  new  job  opportunities. 
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TABLE  2 


Planning  Area  Pop,  by  Age  Group  S  Sex 


Male 
161 

% 

Female 
163 

% 

Total 
324 

9. 

Under  5 

4.2 

4.2 

8.4 

5-14 

468 

12.1 

451 

11.6 

919 

23.7 

15-24 

295 

7.6 

331 

8.6 

626 

16.2 

25-34 

187 

4.8 

185 

4.8 

372 

9.6 

35-44 

198 

5.1 

219 

5.7 

417 

10.8 

45-54 

229 

6.0 

234 

6.0 

463 

12.0 

55-64 

156 

4.0 

159 

4.1 

315 

8.1 

65-74 

70 

1.8 

114  . 

2.9 

184 

4.8 

75  &  Over 

123 

3.2 

„ 

129 

3.3 

252 

6.5 

TOTAL 

1,887 

48.7% 

1 

,9  85 

51.3% 

3,872 

100.0% 

SOURCE : 

1970 
CTA 

Census 
Staff 

Information 

TABLE  3 
Wolf  Point's  Population  by  Age  Group  &  Sex 
Male  %  Fenale  % 


der  5 

126 

5-14 

353 

15t24 

241 

25-34 

150 

35-44 

153 

45-54 

179 

55-64  ■ 

120 

65-74 

56 

75  &  Over 

114 

4.1 
11.4 
7.8 
4.8 
4.9 
5.8 
3.9 
1.8 
3.7 


TOTAL  1,492  48.2% 

SOURCE:   19  70  Census  Information 


120 
348 
272 
144 
176 
187 
131 
10  0 
125 

1,603 


3.9 
11.3 


5.7 
6.0 
4.2 
3.2 
4.0 

51.8^ 


Total 

246 
701 
513 
294 
329 
366 
251 
156 
239 

3,095 


8.0 

22.7 

16.6 

•  9.5 

10.6 

11.8 

8.1 

5.0 

7.7 

100.0% 
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The  potential  labor  force,  persons 
from  15  through  64  years  of 
age,  makes  up  56.7  percent  of  the 
population  of  the  planning  area. 
The  potential  labor  force  makes 
up  56.6  percent  of  the  V.olf  Point 
population.   Those  65  and  over 
compose  11.2  percent  of  the 
planning  area  population  and  12.7 
percent  of  the  Wolf  Point  Popu- 
lation. 

Within  the  planning  area  as  a  whole, 
the  ratio  of  males  to  females  is 
.95  to  1.05.   In  the  city  of 
Wolf  Point,  the  ratio  is  .93  to 
1.07.   The  greater  number  of  fe- 
males than  males  is  relatively 
consistent  with  national  trends. 
Nationally,  males  have  a  greater 
tendency  to  leave  their  homes  than 
do  females.   Also,  older  females 
tend  to  outlive  their  spouses. 
The  same  would  seem  to  be  true 
within  the  V7olf  Point  planning 
area.   Nationally,  there  is  a 
higher  survival  rate  among  male 
infants,  the  only  national  trend 
which  would  appear  to  be  reversed 
on  the  local  level.   Examination 
of  tables  2  and  3  reveals  that 
there  are  more  males  than  females 
within  the  planning  area  who  are 
five  years  of  age  or  less.   Finally, 
in  both  the  planning  area  and  the 
city  of  Wolf  Point,  there  are  more 
females  than  males. 


AGE  DISTRIBUTION 


MALE  FEMALE. 


75  &  Over 
65  -  74 
55  -  64 
45  -  54 
35  -  44 
25  -  34 
15  -  24 
5-14 

Under  5 


12  10  8  6  4  2  2  4  6  8  10  12 

Wolf  Point  Planning  Area 
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Population  Composition  by  Race: 

Since  a  major  portion  of  the  plan- 
ning area  is  on  Indian  reserva- 
tion lands,  both  the  planning 


area  and  Wolf  Point  contain  a  large 
percentage  of  Indians.   63.2  percent 

of  the  total  population  is  v;hite, 
V7hile  31.1  percent  is  Indian 
(see  Table  4) . 


Wolf  Point 
Roosevelt  County 
Planning  Area 


TABLE 

_4 

Race 

Distribution 

White 

% 

Indian 

% 

Other 

2,538 

82.0 

533 

17.2 

24 

7,201 

69.5 

3,110 

30.0 

50 

2,641 

68.2 

1,204 

31.1 

27 

.5 
.7 


SOURCE: 


1970  Census 


3.   Household  Income: 

VJithin  approximately  15.7  percent 
of  the  households  in  the  planning 
area  and  city  of  Wolf  Point,  in- 
comes of  $5,000  or  less  were 
earned  in  19  71.   The  median 
household  income  for  the  entire 
area  was  $9,076.  v;ell  above  the 
Montcina  median  income  of  $5,400. 


Approximately  42.4  percent  of 
households  brought  in  incomes  from 
$5,000  to  $10,000,  and  approximately 
41.9  percent  of  the  households  brought 
in  $10,000  or  more 
(see  Tables  5  and  6) . 
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TABLE  5 

Household  Incorr.e-Planninq  Area 

Income       %  of  Households        Households 


73 

78 

235 

173 

366 

37 

962 


0  - 

2,999 

7 

6% 

3 

000  - 

4,999 

3 

0% 

5 

000  - 

7,999 

24 

5% 

8 

000  - 

9,999 

18 

0% 

10 

000  - 

24,999 

38 

0% 

25 

000  & 

PAL 

Over 

3 

5% 

TC] 

100 

G% 

SOURCE:   1970  Census  Data 


TABLE6 


Household  Income- 

-Wolf 

Point 

Income 

%_ 

of 

Households 

Households 

0  -   2,999 

7.6% 

57 

3 

000  -   4,999 

8.0% 

61 

5 

000  -   7,999 

24.5% 

184 

8 

000  -   9,999 

18.0% 

135 

10 

000  -  24,999 

38.0% 

286 

25 

0  00  -  Over 

3.9% 

29 

TOTAL  100.0% 

SOURCE:   1970  Census  Data 
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4.   Educational  Attainment: 

As  the  general  level  of  education- 
al attainment  within  a  population 
increases  so  do  the  labor  force 
and  the  economic  grov;th  potential. 
In  general,  more  and  more  emphasis 
has  been  placed  on  educational 


attainment  by  people  residing  in 
Roosevelt  County  and  the  Wolf  Point 
planning  area.   This  increased  em- 
phasis on  education  may  be  the 
result  of  the  general  upgrading 
of  Montana's  educational  system 
and  an  increased  socio-economic 
emphasis  on  education,  level  of 
income  and  level  of  educational 
attainment  being  directly  related 
(See  Table  7) . 


TABLE  7 


1970 


School  Completed  by  Individuals  25  Years  and  Over  By  Place 


Persons  25  years  &  over 
Old  School  Enrollment 
Including  College 
Median  Year  Completed 
Completed  Less  than  5  Years 
Completed  High  School  or  More 


State 


364,508 


12.3 

2.7% 
59.2% 


Roosevelt 
County 

5,167 


12.0 

4.0% 
44.5% 


Wolf 
Point 

1,667 


12.2 

4.0% 
55.7% 


School  Populations: 

Table  8  indicates 
there  have  not  been  any  consis- 
tent increases  or  decreases 
in  school  populations  in  the 


planning  area  since  1965.   However, 
today  there  are  more  students  com- 
pleting secondary  grades  and  fev;er 
new  students  in  the  primary  grades. 
The  decline  in  number  of  new  students 
may  be  attributed  to  the  declining 
birthrate  within  the  Wolf  Point 
planning  area. 
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TABLE 

_8 

Enrollment 

for 

School 

Districts 

45-45A- 

-3 

At 

Selected  Intervals 

Total  of 

Grades 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8  ' 

9 

10 

11 

12 

All  Grades 

1971-72 

82 

S3 

10  3 

103 

117 

87 

109 

115 

141 

107 

118 

106 

1,283 

1970-71 

99 

94 

102 

84 

84 

111 

113 

103 

131 

122 

109 

105 

1,257 

1965-66 

95 

120 

93 

102 

107 

99 

107 

93 

128 

130 

105 

107 

1,286 

1959-60 

120 

123 

10  7 

105 

101 

116 

101 

116 

119 

80 

70 

78 

1,236 

1954-55 

100 

97 

91 

73 

63 

69 

78 

69 

74 

82 

82 

50 

928 

SOURCE: 

Re  OS 

eve  It 

Countv  Sch' 

ool  C 

:ensi 

IS 

School  enrollment  within  the 
Wolf  Point  planning  area  is  ex- 
pected to  continue  to  increase 
moderately  through  natural  in- 
crease of  population  and  through 
school  consolidation  (see  Table  IX) 
A  slight  decline  in  enrollment 
is  anticipated  for  the  first  few 
years,  but  this  trend  should 
reverse  as  the  economy  of  the 


planning  area  continues  to  expand. 
With  an  expanding  economy,  new  job 
opportunities  are  expected.   Growth 
in  government  employment  should  con- 
tinue.  By  1993,  increase  in  school 
enrollment  for  the  planning  area  is 
anticipated  to  reach  1,80  4  students, 
representing  a  growth  of  40.6  percent 
(see  Table  9)  . 


TABLE  9 


Wolf  Point  Planning  Area  School  Enrollment  Projection 

Year  1970     1975     1980     1985     1990     1993 

Enrollment  1,283    1,226    1,272    1,394    1,589    1,648 

SOURCE:   1.   Roosevelt  County  Census 
2.   C  T  A  Staff 
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The  Future  Population; 
Wolf  Point  Planning  Area 


Estimates  of  future  population  are 
based  on  the  assumption  that  the 
forces  which  produced  change  in  the 
past  will  continue  to  exert  pressure 
in  the  future.   Thus,  the  projection 
of  a  trend  based  on  the  past  can  pro- 
vide a  base-line  against  which  the 
effects  of  later  events  may  be  measur- 
ed. 

1.   Population  Forecast: 

Wolf  Point  Planning  Area: 

The  net-migration  and  the  net- 
natural-increase  methods  were 
used  to  forecast  future  popu- 
lations of  Wolf  Point  and  the 
planning  area.   These  methods 
take  into  account  inmigration 
and  outmigration  as  well  as 
births  and  deaths.   Three 
population  forecasts  v/ere  de- 
veloped, one  for  Roosevelt 
County,  one  for  the  planning 
area,  and  one  for  the  city  of 
V\'olf  Point  (see  Tables  10,  11, 
and  12.  Each  forecast  includ- 
ed a  high,  a  medium  and  a  lov/ 
range.   Three  basic  assioraptions 
are  inherent  in  the  development 
of  the  three  forecast  ranges: 
(1)  a  radical  socio-econoir.ic- 
technological  change  will  not 
take  place,  (2)  a  v;ar  will  not 
occur,  and  (3)  a  major  natural 
disaster  will  not  occur. 


In  the  entire  planning  area,  the 
low-range  forecast  is  for  an  in- 
crease in  population  of  1,013 
persons  from  19  70  to  199  3,  an  in- 
crease of  26.2  percent.   The  high- 
range  forecast  is  for  an  increase  of 
2,674  persons,  or  69  percent.   The 
medium-range  forecast  is  for  an  in- 
crease of  1,913  people-49.4  percent. 
(Note  that  the  medium-range  forecast 
is  considered  to  be  the  most  plausible.) 

For  the  city  of  Wolf  Point,  the  low-range 
forecast  is  for  an  increase  of  809 
people  between  19  70  and  199  3,  a  per- 
centile growth  of  26.1  percent.   The 
high-range  forecast  is  for  an  increase 
of  2,037  persons,  or  65.8  percent.   In 
the  medium  range,  1,341  persons,  a  43.3 
percent  increase,  are  expected.   (Note 
again  that,  of  the  three  forecast  ranges, 
the  medium  range  is  considered  the 
most  plausible.)   The  figures  for  the 
city  of  Wolf  Point  should  be  viev.-ed 
with  caution  since  annexation  could 
considerably  alter  population  numbers 
within  the  community. 
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1970 

1975 

1980 

1985 

10,365 

9,302 

9,163 

9,608 

10,365 

9,302 

9,622 

10,809 

10,365 

9,302 

9,674 

10,884 

TABLS  10 
Roosevelt  County  Forecast 

1990  1993 

Low  10,365    9,302     9,163     9,608     10,800  11,158 

Medium  10,365    9,302     9,622    10,809     12,375  12,845 

High  10,365    9,302     9,674    10,884     12,522  13,013 


TABLE  11 
Wolf  Point  Planring  Area  Forecast 

1970      1975      19?0      1985      1990  19  9  3 

Low                     3,872     3,692     3,709     3,950     4,483  4,643 

Medium                  3,872     3,939     3,932     4,485     5,180  5,389 

High                     3,872     3,945     4.129     4,768     5,798  6,107 


2u- 


■ 
i 
I 
I 


POPULATION 


Roosevelt 


■__^    .^--i  ^ 


-9^^ 


10;  6 


CountK 


sa: 


12845 


L2375 


UT- 


7  ^ 
6 


(3 
(A 
3 
O 

Eh  3  je:, 


Planning  Are<. 


■■^s^v 


.^ 


455_ 


(2      3!i95 


982 


3S75 


..-.i:.' 


30 


'5   3 


.47  3281 


5^ 


25:7 


130 


i389 


i332 


1950 


1960 


1970 


1980 


1950 


m 
■ 

i 
■ 


LOW 

Medium 
High 


TABLE  12 

Ci 

ty 

of  Wolf 

Point  Forecast 

1990 

1970 

1975 

1980 

1985 

1993 

3,095 

2,951 

2,964 

3,156 

3,582 

3,710 

3,095 

3,147 

3,181 

3,439 

3,972 

4,132 

3,095 

3,154 

3,293 

3,803 

4,624 

4,870 

Future  Population  Distribution, 
Factors  Affecting:   Wolf  Point 
Planning  Area: 

Future  population  distribution 
within  the  planning  area  v/ill, 
in  large  part,  be  determined  by 
the  following  conditions: 

a.  The  amount  of  unused  land 
in  the  planning  area  and  in 
Wolf  Point. 

b.  The  land  values  of  the 
property  within  the  planning 
area. 

c.  Zoning  regulations  and 
restrictive  covenants, 

d.  Location  of  new  housing 
for  Indians. 


3. 


g.   Availability  of  water  and 
sewer  facilities. 

h.   Transportation  systems. 

i.   Types,  conditions,  and  ages 
of  structures  presently  in  the 
planning  area. 

j.   Suitability  of  structures 
presently  within  the  planning 
area  for  more  intensive  residen- 
tial use. 

Summary,  The  Future  Population: 
Wolf  Point  Planning  Area: 

Characteristics  of  the  future  pop- 
ulation of  the  Wolf  Point  planning  a 
area  (based  upon  national,  state 
and  local  trends)  will  be: 


e.  Population  trends. 

f.  Present  and  planned  residen- 
tial subdivisions,  commercial 
areas,  recreational  facilities, 
school  facilities. 
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a.  Higher  educational  attainment. 

b.  Greater  mobility. 

c.  Higher  income. 

d.  Smaller  families 

e.  More  persons  employed  per  family. 

It  should  be  understood  that  these 
characteristics  are  likely  even 
though  there  will  be  more  people 
actually  living  within  the 
planning  area. 
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Trade  Area  Activities 


The  Wolf  Point  trading  area  is  here 
defined  as  including  Roosevelt  County 
except  for  the  eastern  portion  (v;hich 
IS  served  by  Williston,  North  Dakota), 
all  of  Daniels  County,  all  of  Sheridan 
County,  the  northern  part  of  Ricnland 
County,  the  northern  part  of  McCone 
County,  and  the  eastern  portion  of 
Valley  County. 

Wolf  Point  is  fortunate  to  have  conven- 
ience, consumer  and  shopping  goods 
available.   Retailing  is,  in  fact,  the 
major  industry  of  the  Wolf  Point  Area. 
Convenience  goods  include  food,  drugs] 
hardware  end  gasoline-everyday  items 
required  in  a  household.   Consuir.er  goods 
xnclude  those  v;hich  are  normally  consumed 
on  tne  premises  where  they  are  purchased. 
Snopper  goods  include  general  merchandise, 
apparel,  furniture,  appliances  and  auto- 
mobiles-items which,  because  of  their 
relatively  high  costs,  require  the  po- 
tential purchaser  to  compare  costs. 
These  goods  are  available  in  retail 
trade  facilities.   And,  in  addition  to 
these  retail  trade  facilities.  Wolf 
Point  provides  wholesale  and  service 
facilities  to  its  trade  area. 

However,  although  Wolf  Point  contains 
facilities  for  the  sale  of  a  variety 
of  goods,  both  retail  and  wholesale, 
the  corrjnunity  is  chaning  from  a  tradition- 
al trade  center  into  an  urban  service  cen- 
ter. 


ECONOMY  AND  EMPLOYMENT: 
PLANNING  AREA 


WOLF  POINT 


Determination  of  the  possible  economic 
future  of  VJolf  Point  is  not  in  itself 
sufficient.   Those  elements  such  as 
manufacturing,  commerce,  tourism, 
and  agriculture  which  make  up  the 
economy  must  be  related  to  land 
requirements.   The  Comprehensive  Plan 
itself  is  simply  a  guide  to  the  physi- 
cal development  of  the  Planning  Area. 

For  this  evaluation,  a  regional 
approach  will  be  used.   The  economic 
positions  of  geographical  areas  will 
be  considered  in  relation  to  each 
other  and  to  the  whole  region. 
Geographical  and  political  units, 
ranging  in  size  from  relatively 
large  to  relatively  small,  will  be 
analyzed.   These  units  include  the 
State  of  Montana,  Roosevelt  County, 
and  Wolf  Point.   For  purposes  of 
comparison,  seven  economic  indices 
will  be  discussed:   retail  sales, 
wholesale  sales,  service  receipts, 
manufacturing  value  added,  raining, 
government  employm.ent,  and  agri- 
culture. 


Trade  Area  Activities 


The  Wolf  Point  trading  area  is  here 
defined  as  including  Roosevelt  County 
except  for  the  eastern  portion  (v/hich 
is  served  by  Williston,  North  Dakota) , 
all  of  Daniels  County,  all  of  Sheridan 
County,  the  northern  part  of  Richland 
County,  the  northern  part  of  McCone 
County,  and  the  eastern  portion  of 
Valley  County. 

Wolf  Point  is  fortunate  to  have  conven- 
ience, consum.er  and  shopping  goods 
available.   Retailing  is,  in  fact,  the 
major  industry  of  the  Wolf  Point  Area. 
Convenience  goods  include  food,  drugs, 
hardware  and  gasoline-everyday  items 
required  in  a  household.   Consuiriar  goods 
include  those  v/hich  are  normally  consumed 
on  the  premises  where  they  are  purchased. 
Shopper  goods  include  general  merchandise, 
apparel,  furniture,  appliances  and  auto- 
mobiles-items which,  because  of  their 
relatively  high  costs,  require  the  po- 
tential purchaser  to  compare  costs. 
These  goods  are  available  in  retail 
trade  facilities.   And,  in  addition  to 
these  retail  trade  facilities.  Wolf 
Point  provides  wholesale  and  service 
facilities  to  its  trade  area. 

However,  although  Wolf  Point  contains 
facilities  for  the  sale  of  a  variety 
of  goods,  both  retail  and  v.'holesale, 
the  corrjnunity  is  chaning  from  a  tradition- 
al trade  center  into  an  urban  service  cen- 
ter. 
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This  changing  role  is  the  result  of  a 
decline  in  the  rural  population 
(particulaiTly  in  heavily  agricul- 
tural areas),  a  reduction  in  farming 
units,  decreases  in  farm  employment 
(resulting  from  technological 
advances  in  farm  machinery) ,  and 
improved  highway  networks.   With 
reductions  in  farm  populations 
has  come  the  necessity  for  concen- 
tration and  consolidation  of  retail, 
wholesale,  professional,  educational, 
governmental  and  m.edical  facilities 
in  order  to  serve  a  larger  geograph- 
ical area.   From  all  indications. 
Wolf  Point  is  beginning  this  transi- 
tion and  v?ill  continue  through  199  3 
to  become  an  urban  service  center 
for  northeastern  Montana. 


Retail  Sales  (Table  13) 


Retail  sales  in  the  State  of  Montana 
have  increased  substantially  between 
1958  and  1967.   Total  percentile 
increase  during  this  period  v;as 
31.8  percent-almost  three-h'ondred 
million  dollars.   At  the  sam.e  time, 
the  number  of  retail  establishments 
in  the  state  decreased  by  807  and 
employment  increased  by  0.6  percent 
(195). 

Roosevelt  County  retail  sales  ex- 
perienced a  growth  of  16.2  percent, 
approximately  half  the  percentile 
increase  in  retail  sales  for  the 


entire  State  between  1958  and  1957. 
During  the  same  period,  there  were 
sixteen  fewer  retail  sales  establish- 
ments and  thirty-five  fewer  persons 
were  employed. 

In  the  City  of  VJolf  Point,  the  number  of 
retail  establishments  increased  betv;een 
19  58  and  19  6  3  by  eleven.   However,  by 
1967,  the  number  of  firms  declined  back 
to  the  original  sixty-five.   During  this 
same  period,  retail  sales  increased  by 
56.1  percent,  sales  per  firm  increasing 
by  56.5  percent,  10.5  percent  above  the 
State's  average  sales  per  firm. 

Certain  conclusions  are  suggested  by 
these  sales  figures: 

1.  Nationwide  trends  have  been  reflected 
in  the  State  of  Montana. 

a.  Retail  establishments  are  be- 
coming larger. 

b.  Sales  volumes  are  increasing. 

c.  Employee  efficiency  is  increas- 
ing at  the  expense  of  small  retail 
establishments . 

d.  Because  of  increased  employee 
efficiency,  the  number  of  em.ployees 
has  not  increased  proportionately  to 
the  increase  in  sales  volumes. 

2.  Roosevelt  County  Residents  have 
changed  their  buying  habits,  and 
community  track  centers  have  changed 
their  functions. 
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TABLE  13 

RETAIL  TRADE 


Percent  Change 


State  of  Montana  1958 

Establishments  8,261 

Sales  ($l,000's)  $862,577 

Employment  33,13  8 

Sales/Firm  ($l,000's)  104,416 

Sales/Employee  ($1,000 's)  26 

Roosevelt  County 


Establishments 
Sales  {$l,000's) 
Employment 

Sales/Firm  ($l,000's) 
Sales/Employee  ($l,000's) 


1963 

7,797 

$965,734 

31,493 

123,860 

31 


Establishments 

159 

162 

Sales  {$l,000's) 

14,724 

19,259 

Employment 

526 

479 

Sales/Firm  ($l,000's) 

93 

119 

Sales/Employee  ($1,000 's) 

28 

40 

Wolf  Point 

SOURCE ; 


U.S.  Census  of  Business  195 


65 

76 

7,027 

11,542 

226 

259 

108 

152 

31 

45 

58,  1963, 

1967 

1967 

1958-63 

1958-67 

7 

454 

-5,6 

-9.8 

$1,136 

643 

12.0 

31.8 

33 

333 

-5.0 

.6 

152 

488 

18.6 

46.0 

34 

19.2 

30.8 

143 

1.9 

-10.1 

,113 

30.8 

16.2 

491 

-8.9 

-6.7 

120 

28.0 

29.0 

35 

42.9 

25.0 

65 

16.9 

0.0 

10,966 

64.3 

56.1 

297 

14.6 

31.4 

169 

40.7 

55.5 

37 

45.2 

19.4 

26 
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a.  The  number  of  County  retail 
establishments  has  been  decreas- 
ing. 

b.  Employment  has  decreased. 

c.  Marginal  retail  operations 
within  the  County  have  been  dras- 
tically affected. 

d.  With  improvement  in  highways. 
County  residents  have  begun  to 
shop  in  Wolf  Point,  Glasgovi?  and 
Sidney. 

In  order  to  maintain  a  thriving 
econom.y,  the  City  of  Wolf  Point 
will  have  to  com.pete  successfully 
with  Glasgow  and  Sidney  in  the 
provision  of  shoppers'  goods  and 
services. 

a.   Presently  operating  retail 
establishments  are  em.ploying 
more  people  and  increasing  their 
sales. 


b.   In  order  to  keep  up  with  com- 
petition, new  business  establish- 
m.ents  will  have  to  be  attracted 
to  the  City. 

Increases  in  total  sales  and  sales 
per  firm  indicate  a  potential 
for  new  business  establishments 
to  succeed. 

Retail  employment  should  continue 
to  grow  at  tne  rate  of  twenty  to 
twenty-five  percent  per  decade. 
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Wholesale  Sales  (Table  14) 


As  is  true  of  retail  sales,  whole- 
sale sales  in  the  State  of  Montana 
have  shown  a  remarkable  gain  between 
1358  and  1967,  having  increased  41.8 
percent  (318  million  dollars) .   This 
represents  an  average  gain  of 
$242,000  per  firm.   During  the  same 
period,  the  total  number  of  whole- 
sale outlets  dropped  by  six  percent. 
Employment,  on  the  other  hand,  in- 
creased by  8.3  percent. 

Wholesale  sales  in  Roosevelt  County 
increased  by  21  percent  (2.6  million 
dollars)  between  195  8  and  19  67. 
During  this  same  period,  the  number 
of  wholesale  establishments  within 
the  County  decreased  by  7  and  the 
number  employed  increased  by  26. 

Although  sales  per  firm  for  the 
County  were  below  the  average  for 
the  State  in  19  67,  the  increase 
for  the  County  from  195  8  to  1967 
was  51.3  percent.   Although  sales 
per  employee  for  the  County  de- 
clined in  1967,  they  v/ere  still 
well  above  the  State  average. 


These  figures  suggest  certain  con- 
clusions: 

1.  While  employment  increased  only 
slightly,  wholesale  sales  and 
sales  per  firm  increased  sub- 
stantially in  the  State  of 
Montana  even  though  the  number  of 
wholesale  establishments  decreased, 
suggesting  a  trend  toward  larger  and 
more  efficient  wholesale  firms  con- 
centrated in  urban  centers . 

2.  Although  fewer  in  number  than  in  the 
past,  Roosevelt  County  wholesale  es- 
tablishm.ents  have  been  expanding  their 
operations,  increasing  their  sales  and 
the  number  of  their  employees. 

3.  Within  the  Planning  Area,  wholesale 
establishments  will  probably  continue 
to  increase  in  size,  and  employment 
will  also  increase  although  this  in- 
crease will  not  keep  pace  with  increase 
in  size. 

4.  The  role  of  Wolf  Point  as  an  urban  ser- 
vice center  will  continue  to  become 
more  important. 
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TABLE  14 
WHOLESALE  TRENDS 


Percent 

Change 

State  of  Montana 

1958 

1963 

1967 
1,509 

1958-63 

-1.0 

1958-67 

Establishments 

1,605 

1,590 

-5.0 

Sales  ($l,000's) 

$762,943 

$844,249 

$1,081,494 

10.7 

41.8 

Employment 

8,366 

8,367 

9,061 

0.0 

8.3 

Sales/Firm  ($1,000 

s) 

475 

531 

717 

11.8 

50.9 

Sales/Employee  ($1 

GOO'S) 

91 

101 

119 

11.0 

30.8 

Roosevelt  County 

Establishjnents 
Sales  (Sl,000's) 
Employment 

Sales/Firm  ($l,000's) 
Sales/Employee  ($l,000's] 


35 
$  12,356 

69 
353 
179 


38 

28 

-8.6 

-20.0 

697 

$  14,945 

67.6 

21.0 

88 

95 

27.5 

37.7 

545 

534 

54.4 

51.3 

235 

157 

31.3 

-12.3 

SOURCE ! 


U.  S.  Census  of  Business  1958,  1963,  1967 
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Selected  Services  (Table  15) 


These  facts  imply: 


Betv/een  1958  and  1957,  there  v/as  a 
35.8  percent  gain  in  receipts  for 
services  in  the  State  of  Montana. 
This  gain  can  be  traced  to  increased 
demands  for  services  by  Montana  res- 
idents, and  to  the  growth  of  the 
tourist  industry.   However,  even  with 
this  increase  in  receipts,  the  number 
of  service  establishments  increased 
by  only  2.1  percent.   Receipts  per 
eiTiployee  increased  from  $10,000  in 
1958  to  $13,000  in  1967. 

The  number  of  service  establishments 
in  Roosevelt  County  decreased  by 
7  from  1953  to  1S67.   Receipts  in- 
creased by  10  percent.   Receipts  per 
firm  increased  by  25  percent,  while 
receipts  per  employee  remained  at 
$12,000  for  the  entire  period. 

The  number  of  service  establishments 
in  Wolf  Point  increased  by  14  (77.8 
percent)  between  1958  and  1967. 
Receipts  during  the  same  period  in- 
creased by  34.5  percent.   Because 
of  the  creation  of  new  establishments, 
receipts  per  establishment  dropped, 
although  they  are  still  above  State 
and  County  averages. 


The  service  industry  has  increased 
substantially  in  the  State  of 
Montana. 

In  their  demands  for  more  services, 
Montana  residents  are  following 
national  trends. 

Tourism  within  the  state  has  increased, 
causing  considerable  impact  on  the 
service  industries  which  are  expected 
to  continue  to  grov;  as  development  of 
the. ample  recreational  potential  of 
the  Planning  Area  continues. 


4.   The  role  of  Wolf  Point  as 
center  has  been  expanding. 


a  service 


5.  Planning  Area  service  establishments 
represent  a  greater  share  of  the 
total  county  service  establishments 
than  they  did  in  the  past. 

6.  Service  employment  in  the  Planning 
Area  should  increase  by  20  to  30 
percent  during  the  next  decade. 
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state  of  Montana 

Establishments 
Receipts  ($l,000's) 
Employinent 

Receipts/Firm  ($l,000's) 
Receipts/Employee  ($l,000's) 


TABLE 

SELECTED 

15 
SERVICES 

1958 

1953 

4,119 
$  81,958 

8,022 
20 
10 

4,365 
$  100,358 

7,967 
23 
13 

Percent  Change 


1967 

1958-63 
6.0 

1958-67 

4,204 

2.1 

$  111,320 

22.5 

35.8 

8,702 

-0.6 

8.5 

26 

15.5 

33.1 

13 

30.0 

30.0 

Roosevelt  County 

Establishments 
Receipts  ($l,000's) 
Employment 

Receipts/Firm  ($l,0O0's) 
Receipts/Employee  ($l,000's) 


62 

53 

$  981 

$  1,188 

79 

103 

16 

22 

12 

12 

55 

-14.5 

-11.3 

1,076 

21.1 

9.7 

87 

30.4 

10.1 

20 

37.5 

25.0 

12 

O.C 

0.0 

v;olf  Point 


Establishments 
Receipts  ($l,000's) 
Employment 

Receipts/Firm  ($l,000's) 
Receipts/Employee  ($l,000's) 


18 

635 

.  56 

35 

11 


33 
922 
79 
28 
12 


32 

83.3 

77.8 

$    854 

45.2 

34.5 

75 

41.1 

33.9 

27 

-20.0 

-22.9 

11 

9.1 

0.0 

SOURCE:   U.  S.  Census  of  Business  1958,  1963,  1967 
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Manufacturing  (Table  16) 


Manufacturing  firms  in  the  State  of 
Montana  have  increased  the  value 
added  to  manufactured  products  by 
53.1  percent  between  1958  and  1967. 
Value  added  per  employee  rose  from 
$9,000  in  1958  to  $15,000  in  1967, 
value  added  per  firm  increasing 
correspondingly. 

Manufacturing  firms  in  Roosevelt 
County  (producing  such  things  as 
food,  lumber  and  wood,  petroleum  and 
coal,  machinery,  and  publications) 
did  not  increase  in  number  betv/een 
1958  and  1967.   However,  value  added 
and  employment  both  increased  siib- 
stantially,  the  former  by  32.5 
percent  and  the  latter  by  277.8  per- 
cent. 

Some  conclusions  implied  by  these 
facts  are: 


2.  Value  added  by  manufacturing 
firms  has  increased  substantially 
throughout  the  State  of  Montana, 
Planning  Area  firms  having 
increased  the  value  of  their 
products  at  a  greater  rate  than 
elsewhere  in  the  state. 

3.  Although  percentage  increase  in 
value  added  was  substantially  higher 
in  the  County  than  in  the  State,  the 
value  added  per  firm  fell  below  the 
State  average  even  though  representing 
a  considerable  increase  for  the  County. 

4.  Most  manufacturing  firms  within 
Roosevelt  County  are  relatively  small 
operations  in  the  process  of  expansion. 

5.  Manufacturing  employment  is  expected 
to  continue  to  increase,  but  at  a 
slov7er  rate  due  to  marginal  increases 
in  value  added  per  employee. 


Little  growth  has  taken  place  in 
the  number  of  manufacturing 
firms  throughout  the  State  of 
Montana  between  1958  and  1967. 
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state  of  Montana 

Establishments 

Value  Added  ($l,COO's) 

Employment 

Value  Added/Firm  {$l,000's) 

Value  Added/Employee  ($l,000's) 


TABLE  16 

MANUFACTURING 

Percent 

Change 

1958 

19^3 

1967 

1958-63 
6.1 

1958-67 

917 

973 

926 

1.0 

$191,245 

?236,200 

$318,000 

23.5 

63.1 

20,315 

20,247 

20,400 

-0.3 

0.4 

209 

243 

337 

16.3 

61.2 

9 

12 

15 

33.3 

66.7 

*  Roosevelt  County 


Establishments  8 

Value  Added  {$l,000's)  $  213 

Employment  3  6 

Value  Added/Firm  {Sl,000's)  27 

Value  Added/Employee  ($l,000's)  6 


9 

145 

57 

16 

9 


700 
100 


12 

5 

0 

0 

33 

5 

321 

1 

58 

3 

277 

8 

40 

7 

325 

9 

50 

0 

16 

7 

Includes  Food  and  Kindred  Products, 
Lumber  and  Wood  products , 
Printing  and  Publishing 
Petrole\am  and  Coal  Products, 
Machinery 


SOURCE:   U.  S.  Census  of  Manufacturing  1958,  1£63,  1967 
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Mining  (TABLE  17) 


From  1965  through  196  8,  the  value  of 
mineral  production  in  the  State  of 
Montana  has  remained  relatively 
stable.   Available  minerals  in 
Roosevelt  County  include  coal, 
petroleum,  potash,  bentonite,  salt 
and  gravel.   Of  these,  petroleum 
and  gravel  are  the  most  valuable. 
Within  the  County,  the  value  of 
mineral  production  decreased  from 
6.6  million  dollars  to  5.4  million 
dollars  between  1965  and  1968. 
Almost  two  million  barrels  of  crude 
oil  were  extracted  within  the  County 
in  19  69-approxiraately  four  per- 
cent of  the  total  production  in 
the  State.   As  of  19  70,  the  es- 
timated remaining  oil  reserves  in 
the  County  amounted  to  15.8  million 
barrels. 

One  oil  field  and  many  pockets  of  oil 
are  located  v;ithin  the  Planning  Area, 
although  the  Area  has  by  no  means 
been  completely  explored.   Discovery 
of  oil  through  more  complete  ex- 
ploration of  areas  thus  far  only 
sparsely  tested  could  lead  to  an  in- 
crease in  oil  production. 

Sand  and  gravel  are  present  in  the 
Planning  Area,  and  development  of 
these  materials  is  expected  to  in- 
crease.  Bentonite  (clay)  deposits 
are  also  present  in  the  Area.   Devel- 
opment of  this  material  could  go 


hand  in  hand  with  oil  development 

since  bentonite  is  used  as  an  ingredient 

in  rotary  drilling  muds. 

Strippable  coal  deposits  in  the  area 
are  almost  nil.   Such  deposits  are,  how- 
ever, located  to  the  v;est  and  to  the 
south  of  the  Planning  Area.   There  v;ould 
appear  to  be  little  or  no  potential  for 
direct  coal  development  in  the  Area.   It 
is  possible  that  Wolf  Point  might  become 
a  coal  distribution,  shipping,  or  adminis- 
trative center.   Further,  since  the  Wolf 
Point  Area  does  have  significant  water 
resources,  these  might  be  used  in  conjunction 
with  coal  for  the  purpose  of  power  generation. 

Conclusions: 

1.  Mining  plays  a  minor  role  in  the 
County  economy. 

2.  At  the  present  rate  of  oil  prcduction, 
reserves  will  be  depleted  by  19  78 
unless  new  reserves  are  discovered-a 
real  possibility  in  view  of  the  fact 
that  the  Planning  Area  has  not  yet 
been  completely  explored. 

3.  Uses  and  production  of  sand  and  gravel 
should  increase. 

4.  Coal  development  remains  unlikely. 
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TABLE  17 
VALUE  OF  MINERAL  PRODUCTION 


State  of  Montana 


1965 
228,163 


1967 


186,524 


19  6  8 


228,131 


($l,000's) 
Roosevelt  County 

($l,000's)  6,643  5,902  5,482 

SOURCE:   U.S.  Department  of  the  Interior,  Bureau  of  Mines 

TABLE  18 
CRUDE  OIL  PRODUCTION  AND  REMAINING  RESERVES,  1969 


Production 
1969 

43,333,603 


State  of  Montana 

Amount  in  bbls 

Roosevelt  County 

Ainoiont  in  bbls  1,941,423 

SOURCE:   U.S.  Department  of  Interior,  Bureau  of  Mines 


Remaining  Reserves 
July  1970  ($1, OOP's) 

452,713 


15,843 


Government  (Table  19) 


In  the  State  of  Montana  and  Roosevelt 
County,  government  employment  ranks 
high  in  importance  to  the  economy. 
The  State  has  experienced  an  in- 
crease in  government  employment  of 
over  35  percent,  the  most  signifi- 
cant rises  in  employment  having 


occured  in  State  government  and  in  local 
school  districts.   Roosevelt  County 
experienced  a  similar  trend.   Combined 
State  and  local  employment  from  IS 62  to 
1969  increased  by  52.1  percent, while 
payrolls  increased  by  82.8  percent. 

Conclusions : 

1.   Government  employment  will  continue  to 
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TABLE  19 
GOVERNMENT  EMPLOYMENT,  STATE  OF  MONTANA 


Percentage  Change 


1960 


1965 


EMPLOYt^ENT 

Total 
Federal 
State 
Local 

School 

Non-school 

SOURCE:   Bureau  of  Business  and  Economic  Research 
University  of  Montana 


1969 


38, 

,500 

45, 

,900 

52, 

,100 

9, 

,900 

12, 

,100 

11, 

,600 

10, 

,100 

111 

,800 

16, 

,000 

18, 

,500 

22, 

,000 

25, 

,000 

10 

,700 

13, 

,400 

15, 

,000 

7, 

,800 

8, 

,600 

10, 

,000 

EI«1PL0YMENT 

Total 

Federal 

State  and  Local 

Payroll 


TABLE  20 
GOVERNMENT  Et'gLOYMENT,  ROOSEVELT  COUNTY 
1962         1969  ~ 

545  759 

167  .     184 

378  575 

$  2,616,000  $  4,781,700 


1960-65 

1960-69 

19.2 

35.3 

22.2 

17.2 

16.8 

58.4 

18.9 

35.1 

•   25.2 

40.2 

10.3 

28.2 

1962- 

■69 

39, 

,3 

10, 

,2 

52, 

.1 

82, 

.8 

SOURCE:   Montana  Employment  Security  Commission 
and  U.  S.  Census  of  Government,  1962 


*  Estimated  CTA 
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play  an  important  role  in  the 
economy  of  the  State  and  of 
Roosevelt  Coiinty. 

Citizen  demands  for  governmental 
services  employment  will  continue 
to  increase  along  v^,'ith  an  increase 
in  governmental  responsibilities. 


Agriculture 


Between  19  59  and  19  69,  the  number  of 
farm.s  in  the  State  of  Montana  decreased 
by  4,00  8,  while  the  number  in  Roosevelt 
County  decreased  by  9.   For  the  State, 
the  percentage  change  amounted  to 
-13.8,  and  for  the  County  to  -1.2. 
Consistent  with  the  decrease  in 
the  nurriier  of  farms  has  been  a  re- 
duction in  Montana  farm  acreage. 
Between  1959  and  1969,  State  farm 
acreage  decreased  by  1,16  3,000  acres. 
Throughout  the  State,  farm  units 
averaged  a  13.9  percent  (308-acre) 
increase.   Farm  units  in  the  County 
increased  by  an  average  of  11.7 
percent  (209  acres)  durinq  -che  ten- 
year  period  (See  Table  21) . 

Between  1959  and  1969,  the  overall 
value  of  farm  products  has  grown  con- 
siderably.  The  total  value  of  farm 
products  within  the  State  of  Montana 
rose  52.2  percent.   The  greatest 
part  of  this  increase  can  be  traced 
to  the  sale  of  livestock  products. 
The  increase  in  the  value  of  farm 
products  in  Roosevelt  County  was 


greater  than  that  of  the  state. 
Total  value  of  Roosevelt  County  farm 
products  increased  by  5.5  million 
dollars  (78.5  percent).   The  greatest 
increase  in  value  occurred  in  livestock 
products-70.3  percent.   As  was  not  true 
of  the  State,  crop- farm  products  contrib- 
uted the  major  portion  of  total  sales 
in  the  County  (See  Table  22)  . 

Various  factors,  including  the  increase 
in  farm  acreage  within  the  Planning  Area 
and  its  surroundings,  the  significant 
increase  in  value  of  farm  products,  and 
the  potential  for  increasing  crop-farm 
acreage  through  the  opening  up  of  new 
land  to  irrigation,  suggest  that  Wolf 
Point  could  become  an  important  "agri-bus- 
iness" center. 

Conclusions: 

1.  Agriculture  plays  a  dominant  role  in 
the  economy  of  the  State,  County  and 
City. 

2.  The  trend  tov/ard  fev;er  and  larger  farm 
units  (reflected  in  farm-employment 
figures)  is  continuing  in  the  State, 
and,  to  a  lesser  extent,  in  the  County. 

3.  The  value  of  farm  products  is  increasing 
siibstantially  in  the  State  and  in  the  County. 

4.  Of  all  farm  products  sold  in  the 
County,  crops  provide  the  greatest 
monetari'  return,  a  fact  which  does  not 
apply  to  the  State  as  a  whole. 
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state  of  Montana 
Farm  Units 
Farm  Acreage  (1000s) 
Average  Size 


TABLE  21 
NUMBER  OF  FARI-IS  AND  FARM  ACREAGE 


Percentage 

:  Change 

1959 

1964 

1969 

1959-64 

1959-69 

28,959 

27,020 

24,951 

-6.7 

-13.8 

64,081 

65,834 

62,918 

2.7 

-1.8 

2,213 

2,437 

2,521 

10.1 

13.9 

Roosevelt  County 
Farm  Units 
Farm  Acreage  (1000s) 
Average  size 


724 

775 

715 

7.0 

-1.2 

1,298 

1,529 

1,432 

17.8 

10.3 

1,793 

1,973 

2,002 

10.0 

11.7 

SOURCE:   U.  S.  Census  of  Agriculture 
1959,  1964,  1969 
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state  of  Montana 
Livestock  ($1000s) 
Crops  ($1000s) 
Total  Value  ($1000s) 


Ti 

hBI 

,3    22 

VALUE 

OF 

FARiM   PRODUCTS 

Percentage 

:  Change 

1959 

1964 

1969 

1959-64 

1959-69 

215,140 

216,719 

384,878 

0.7 

78.9 

162,262 

172,379 

189,423 

6.2 

16.7 

377,402 

389,098 

574,301 

3.1 

52.2 

Roosevelt  County 
Livestock  ($1000s) 
Crops  ($1000s) 
Total  Value  ($1000s) 


2,086  29.3  2,796  28.0  4,132  32.5 
5,037  70.7  7,177  72.0  8,580  67.5 
7,123    10.0     9,973    10.0   12,712    10.0 


34.0 

98.1 

42.5 

70.3 

40.0 

78.5 

SOURCE:   U.  S.  Census  of  Agriculture 
1959,  1964,  1969 
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5.  Recent  County  trends  reflect  a 
shift  in  value  from  crops  to  live- 
stock. 

6.  The  good  health  of  the  agricul- 
tural industry  in  the  Planning 
Area  and  its  environs  suggests 
tiie  possibility  that  Wolf  Point 

might  become  an  "agri-business"  center. 


The  most  useful  dollars  to  an  economy 
are  those  which  turn  over  several  times 
within  a  corairiunity. 

ECOUCMIC  CONTRIBUTION  OF  SELECTED 
INDUSTRIES  WITIIIM  ROOSEVELT  COUNTY 


Segm.ental  Analysis: 
County  Economy 


Roosevelt 


Sales  which  keep  dollars  within  an 
area  produce  more  economi  activity 
than  sales  which  keep  only  a  portion 
of  dollars  within  that  area.   Thus, 
dollar  amounts  and  percentaaes  as 
represented  in  Table  23 
do  not  necessarily  reflect  the 
actual  importance  of  various  activi- 
ties upon  the  economy. 

The  economic  importance  and  impact  of 
a  particular  form  of  activity  can 
far  outweigh  the  actual  initial 
expenditure  of  dollars.   A  relative- 
small  initial  expenditure  can  have 
great  impact.   Consider  the  farmer 
who  purchases  fertilizer  and  farm 
im.plements  in  order  to  be  able  to 
produce  a  crop.   The  crop  produced 
is  sold  to  a  buyer  v/ho,  in  turn, 
produces  another  product  to  be  sold. 
The  dollars  used  to  make  the  origi- 
nal purchase  generate  retail  sales 
which  accelerate  wholesale  activity. 

Manuf actur  ing 


Services 


Source:  CTA  Staff 
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TABLE  23 
ESTIMATED  GROSS  CONTRIBUTION  OF  SELECTED  INDUSTRIES  TO  THE 
WOLF  POINT  Al'JD  ROOSEVELT  COUNTY  ECONOMY 


Economic  Activity 


Estimated  1970  Value 


Percent 


Retail  Sales 

Wholesale  Sales 

Services 

Manufacturing 

Mining 

Government 

Agriculture 

Other 


$18,000,000 

15,800,000 

1,108,000 

800,000 

5,000,000 

5,341,000 

13,704,000 

1,000,000 


29.6 
26,0 
1.8 
1.3 
8.2 
8.8 
22.6 
1.7 


TOTAL  ECONOMIC  VALUE:   $60,753,000 
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Employment  and  Projections 


The  Civilian  Labor  Force  and  Employment 


Insight  into  the  various  segments 
forming  the  economy  of  the  Wolf 
Point  Planning  Area  was  provided  in 
the  previous  analysis.   Through 
comparison  among  industries,  and 
through  the  determination  of  past 
and  present  trends  v/ithin  industries, 
anticipated  employm.ent  levels  can  be 
estiiblished.   The  results  of  these 
analytical  processes  serve  as  the 
basis  for  the  comprehensive  plan. 
Estimates  of  industrial,  commercial, 
residential  and  public  future  land- 
use  demands  are  directly  related  to 
employment  and  population  nurribers. 

Employment  and  unemployment  for 
the  State  of  Montana,  Roosevelt 
County,  and  the  City  of  Wolf  Point 
v.'ill  be  considered  here.   Figures 
relating  to  the  civilian  labor 
force  will  be  used  as  the  basis 
for  discussion.   As  defined  by  the 
U.  S.  Census,  the  civilian  labor 
force  includes  those  persons 
sixteen  through  sixty- four  years  old 
who  are  either  gainfully  employed  or 
actively  seeking  employment.   Members 
of  the  armed  forces,  inmates  of  in- 
stitutions, and  students  are  not  in- 
cluded. 


In  19  70,  the  State  of  Montana  had  an 
estimated  civilian  labor  force  of 
282,100  persons,  a  gain  of  22  percent 
since  1950.   During  the  same  period,  the 
State  population  gained  only  17.5  percent. 
This  difference  suggests  that,  proportion- 
ately, more  people  are  working  or  trying 
to  find  work  than  were  ten  and  twenty  years 
ago.   It  should  be  noted  that  the  rising 
population  in  the  civilian  labor  force 
of  Montana  conforms  to  a  national  trend. 
Nationally,  more  persons  per  household 
are  working  than  ever  before. 

Between  1950  and  19  70,  the  overall  in- 
crease in  the  civilian  labor  force  of 
Roosevelt  County  was  1.3  percent.   During 
the  sam.e  period,  em.ployment  decreased 
by  1.1  percent,  the  3.3  percent  unemploy- 
ment rate  having  been  maintained.   In 
1970,  the  ratio  of  those  in  the  civilian 
labor  force  to  the  total  population  and 
the  ratio  of  those  employed  to  the  total 
population  of  Roosevelt  County  both 
were  approximately  seven  percent  below 
the  State  average. 
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CIVILIAN  IJ-.BOR  FORCE 


State  of  Montana,  Roosevelt  County,  Vfolf  Point  Planning  Area,  Wolf  Point 

Percent  Change 


1950 


1960 


1970 


State  of  Montana 

Population 

Civilian  Labor  Force 

Unemployed 

Uneir.ployinent  Rate 
Civilian  Work  Force  P.R.* 
Employment  P.R.* 
Employment 

Roosevelt  County 

Population 

Civilian  Labor  Force 

Unemployed 

Unemployment  Rate 
Civilian  Work  Force  P.R.* 
Employment  P.R.* 
Employment 

Wolf  Point  Planning  Area 

Population 

Civilian  Labor  Force 

Unemployed 

Unemployment  Rate 
Civilian  VJork  Force  P.R.* 
Employment  P.R.* 
Employment 

Wolf  Point 

Population 

Civilian  Labor  Force 

Unem.ployed 

Unemployment  Rate 
Civilian  VIork  Force  P.R.* 
Employm.ent  P.R.* 
Employment 

*  Participation  Rate 
**  Estimated  by  CTA  Staff 
Source:   U.S.  Census  oi 


591,024 

674,767 

694,409 

230,143 

248,073 

282,100 

11,683 

16,84  3 

18,300 

5.1 

6.8 

6.7 

38.9 

36.8 

40.6 

36.9 

34.3 

37.9 

9,580 

11,731 

10,365 

3,462 

3,793 

3,506 

232 

332 

310 

6.7 

S.8 

8.8 

36.1 

32.3 

33.8 

33.7 

25.5 

30.8 

3,230 

3,4  61 

3,196 

3,918 



— 

1,543 



93 





6.0 



— 

39.4 

__ 

— 

37.3 

— 

— 

1,450 

2,557 

3,585 

3,095 

1,110 

1,225 

1,240 

64 

61 

67 

5.8 

5.0 

5.4 

43.4 

34.2 

40.0 

40.9 

32.5 

38.0 

1,046 

1,164 

1,173 

Population  1950, 

1960,  1970 

1950-50 

1950-70 

14.2 

17.5 

7.8 

22.6 

43.8 

60.9 

1.7 

1.6 

-2.1 

1.7 

-2.6 

1.0 

22.5 

8.2 

9.6 

1.3 

43.1 

33.6 

31.3 

31.3 

10.5 

-5.4 

12.5 

-8.6 

7.2 

-1.1 

40.2 

21.0 

10.4 

11.7 

-4.7 

4.7 

-13.8 

-6.9 

-21.2 

-7.8 

-20.5 

-7.1 

11.3 

12.1 

Wolf  Point,  on  the  other  hand,  more 
closely  reflects  State  trends,  the 
civilian  labor  force  having  grown  by 
11.7  percent  since  1950,  and  employ- 
ment having  risen  by  12.1  percent 
during  the  same  period.   Labor- 
force  characteristics  for  the  Planning 
Area  are  assumed  to  most  closely 
resemble  those  for  the  City  of  V-?olf 
Point  since  over  75  percent  of  the 
Planning  Area  population  and  over 
75  percent  of  those  employed  in 
the  Planning  Area  reside  in  the 
City  of  V?olf  Point.   The  estimated 
civilian  labor  force  of  the  Planning 
Area  is  1,543,  the  ratio  of  those 
in  the  labor  force  to  the  total 
population  being  39.4. 


Major  Occupation  Groups 


A  review  of  the  major  occupations 
of  those  living  within  Roosevelt 
County  and  the  City  of  Wolf  Point 
gives  an  indication  of  the  compo- 
sition of  the  labor  force  and  of 
the  changes  taking  place  v/ithin 
occupation  groups.   A  study  of  the 
sex  composition  of  occupation  groups 
reveals  characteristics  of  the 
labor  force  which  directly  reflect 
family  m.akeup,  housing  demands,  and 
land-use  requirem.ents . 

Within  Roosevelt  County,  the  number 
of  those  employed  in  professional, 
technical,  managerial,  clerical. 


craft,  operating  and  service  occupa- 
tions is  increasing,  while  the  number 
employed  in  farm  and  labor  occupations 
is  decreasing.   For  the  most  part,  Wolf 
Point  reflects  County  occupational 
trends,  although  the  number  of  farm 
laborers  and  foremen  increased  by  39.1 
percent  between  1950  and  19  70,  and  the 
number  of  sales  workers  and  operators 
-decreased  during  the  same  period.   The 
increase  in  farm  laborers  and  foremen  may 
have  resulted  from  the  increase  in  the 
number  of  those  living  in  VJolf  Point  and 
commuting  to  their  places  of  employment. 
The  reduction  in  sales  v/orkers  may  have 
resulted  from  changes  in  retail  operations 
and  shopping  habits.   The  decline  in  the 
number  of  operators  probably  represents 
the  shifting  of  residences  and  operations 
from  City  to  County. 

Betv/een  1950  and  1970,  female  employment 
increased  by  74.5  percent  in  the  City  of 
Wolf  Point.   In  1950,  women  v;ere  employed 
as  professional,  clerical,  sales,  and 
service  workers.   By  19  70,  the  employm.ent 
of  women  increased  to  such  an  extent  that 
women  came  to  dom.inate  these  occupational 
categories.   Between  19  50  and  19  70,  male 
employment  increased  in  the  clerical, 
craft,  service,  farm  laborer  and  foremen 
categories. 

Review  of  past  trends  indicates  that 
agriculturally  related  occupations  will 
continue  to  decline  as  farm  and  ranch 
units  become  larger.   Agricultural  mech- 
anization will  further  accelerate  the 
decline  in  farm-laborer  employment. 
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TABLE  25 
MAJOR  OCCUPATION  GROUP  BY  SEX 


1950 


1960 


1970 


Wolf  Point 

Total  Employed 
Professional,  Technical  and 

Kindred  Workers 
Farmers  and  Farm  Managers 
Managers,  Officials,  and 

Proprietors 
Clerical  and  Kindred  Workers 
Sales  VJorkers 
Craftsman,  Foreman  and 

Kindred  Workers 
Operators  &  Kindred  Workers 
Private  Household  Workers 
Service  VJorkers,  except 

Private  Households 
Farm  Laborers  and  Farm  Foremen 
Laborers,  except  Farm  and  Mine 
Occupation  not  Reported 


M 


M 


1950-70 

Total  No. 


1950-70 

M      F 


728 

318 

767 

397 

618 

555 

12.1 

15.1 

74.5 

69 
88 

60 
2 

69 
78 

99 

64 
.  61 

82 

13.2 
-32.2 

-7.2 
-30.7 

36.7 

126 
34 
69 

12 
91 
50 

144 
43 
50 

16 

112 

36 

127 
40 
38 

16 

170 

59 

3.6 

63.0 

-18.5 

.3 

17.6 

-44.9 

33.3 
85.8 
18.9 

131 
59 

4 
15 
17 

119 
114 

3 
16 
20 

139 
39 

17  1/ 

16 

16 

15.6 

-25.7 

-5.9 

6.1 
-33.9 

425.0 

6.7 

-5.9 

42 
23 
86 

1 

65 
2 

41 
52 
46 
11 

92 
3 

58 
32 
20 

179 

221.5 

39.1 

-76.7 

33. 1 

39.1 

-76.7 

275.4 

1/  Assumed  to  be  crafts,  foreman  and  kindred  workers. 
Source:   U.S.  Census  of  Population  1950,  1960,  1970 
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Increased  tourism  and  the  growth  of 
v?olf  Point  as  an  urban  service  center 
should  cause  the  number  of  profession- 
al, technical,  clerical  and  service 
positions  to  continue  to  increase. 
In  both  County  and  City,  women  should 
become  a  significantly  larger  part 
of  the  total  labor  force.   Mote 
that,  in  19  70,  women  composed  47.3 
percent  of  the  total  labor  force. 


Employment  Distribution 


Between  19  50  and  19  70,  the  number 
of  persons  employed  in  the  State 
of  llontana  has  increased  by 
26,428.   Contrary  to  the  general 
trend,  agricultural  and  mining 
employment  decreased  substantially 
during  the  same  period,  the  former 
decreasing  at  the  rate  of  two 
percent  per  year,  and  the  latter 
undergoing  a  total  decrease  of 
36.8  percent.   During  this  period, 
there  was  a  marked  increase  in 
the  number  employed  in  manufactur- 
ing, wholesale  and  retail  trade, 
services,  finance  and  government. 
Expansion  of  government  employment 
was  particularly  notev7orthy, 
there  having  been  an  increase  of 
91  percent  between  1950  and  1970. 
Government  employs  the  third  highest 
numlser  of  persons  in  the  State. 


Total  employm.ent  in  Roosevelt  County 
declined  slightly  between  1950  and  1970. 
Agricultural  employment  declined  at  an 
even  faster  rate  than  in  the  State.   In 
1950  and  1960,  agriculture  was  the  major 
employer,  but  in  1970,  it  ranked  third. 
Employment  in  transportation  and  public 
utilities  declined  almost  55  percent. 
Increases  occurred  in  mining,  construction 
manufacturing,  wholesale  and  retail 
trade,  services,  finance,  and  government. 

With  the  exception  of  employment  in  agri- 
culture, mining  and  construction,  employ- 
ment in  VJolf  Point  followed  the  same 
patterns  as  were  in  evidence  for  Roosevelt 
County.   Surprisingly,  the  greatest  in- 
crease in  employment  for  the  City  was  in 
agriculture.   Construction  employment  de- 
creased by  27.9  percent.   Significant  in- 
creases in  employment  also  occurred  in 
manufacturing,  wholesale  and  retail  trade, 
services,  finance,  and  governm.ent. 

Trends  common  to  the  State  of  Montana, 
Roosevelt  County,  and  the  City  of  Wolf 
Point  are: 

1.   In  the  State  and  County,  agriculture 

is  decreasing  in  importance  as  a  source 
of  em.ployment,  although,  in  the  City, 
the  number  employed  in  agriculture  is 
increasing,  probably  because  a  grov/ing 
number  of  workers  are  living  in  Wolf 
Point  and  commuting  to  the  farms  and 
ranches  where  they  work. 
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TABLE  26 
INDUSTRY  EMPLOYMENT  DISTRIBUTION 


State  Of  Montana 

Total  Employed 
Agriculture,  Forestry  &. 

Fisheries 
Mining 
Construction 
Manufacturing 
Transportation  &  Public 

Utilities 
VVholesale  &  Retail  Trade 
Services  &  Finance 
Government 
Other 


Percent 

Change 

1950 

Percent 

1960 

Percent 

1970 

Percent 

1950-60 

1950-70 

218,180 

100.0 

231,270 

100.0 

244,608 

100.0 

+  6.0 

+12.1 

54,913 

25.2 

40,344 

17.6 

32,726 

13.3 

-25.6 

-40.4 

9,301 

4.3 

6,782 

3.0 

5,877 

2.4 

-27.1 

-36.8 

14,772 

6.8 

14,911 

6.4 

15,674 

6.4 

+  .9 

+  6.1 

18,631 

8.5 

2  3,4  39 

10.1 

23,626 

9.6 

+25.2 

+  26.5 

22,765 

10.4 

21,013 

9.2 

19,458 

8.0 

-7.7 

-14.5 

41,414 

19.0 

47,094 

20.4 

54,525 

22.3 

+13.7 

+  31.7 

34,496 

15.8 

47,020 

20.3 

57,859 

23.7 

+  36.5 

+  67.7 

18,254 

8.4 

25,056 

10.8 

34,863 

14.3 

+  37.3 

+  91.0 

3,634 

1.6 

5,111 

2.2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Roosevelt  County 

Total  Employed 
Agriculture,  Forestry  & 

Fisheries 
Mining 
Construction 
Manufacturing 
Transportation  &  Public 

Utilities 
Wholesale  &  Retail  Trade 
Services  i  Finance 
Government 
Other 

Vtolf  Point 

Total  Employed 
Agriculture,  Forestry  & 

Fisheries 
Mining 
Construction 
Manufacturing 
Transportation  &  Public 

Utilities 
Wholesale  &  Retail  Trade 
Services  &  Finance   1/ 


3,230    100.0 


;,461 


100.0 


3,196    100.0 


+7.2 


1,280 

39.6 

1,102 

31.8 

648 

20.3 

-13.9 

-49.4 

7 

0.2 

58 

1.7 

52 

1.6 

+828.6 

+742.9 

199 

6.2 

■221 

6.4 

202 

6.3 

+11.1 

+1.5 

62 

1.9 

142 

4.1 

119 

3.7 

+229.0 

+91.9 

268 

8.3 

233 

6.7 

123 

3.8 

-13.1 

-54,1 

599 

18.6 

617 

17.8 

743 

23.2 

+  3.0 

+  24.0 

501 

15.5 

591 

17.1 

789 

24.8 

+  18.0 

+  57.5 

288 

3.9 

445 

12.9 

520 

16.3 

+  54.5 

+80.6 

26 

.8 

52 

1.5 

1,046 

100.0 

1,164 

100.0 

1,173 

100.0 

+11.3 

+12.1 

115 

11.0 

142 

12.2 

194 

16.5 

+23.5 

+68.7 

29 

2.5 

— 

— 

+  3.4 

— " 

111 
33 

10.6 
3,2 

111 
57 

9.5 
4.9 

80 
47 

6.8 
4.0 

0.0 
+72.7 

-22.9 
+42.4 

131 

283 
244 

12.5 
27.1 
23.3 

114 
298 
249 

9.8 
25.6 
21.4 

49 
341 
278 

4.2 
29.1 
23.7 

-13.0 
+5.3 
+  2.0 

-62.6 
+20.5 
+13.9 

47 


INDUSTRY  EMPLOYMENT  DISTRIBUTION  (Continued) 

Percent  Change 
1950   Percent    1960    Percent    1970    Percent   1950-60    1950-70 


Government 
Other 


126 
3 


12.0 
.3 


150 
14 


12.9 
1.2 


184 


15.7    +19.0 


+46.0 


1/  Includes  government  teachers 

Source:   U.S.  Census  of  Population  1950,  1960,  19  70 


Employment  in  retail  and  whole- 
sale trade  has  increased  at  least 
20  percent  over  the  last  twenty 
years. 

There  has  been  ever  a  50  percent 
gain  in  employment  in  services 
and  finance  at  the  State  and 
County  levels,  but  only  a  13 
percent  gain  in  Wolf  Point,  an 
additional  overall  20  to  30 
percent  gain  expected  during  the 
next  twenty  years. 

Although  manufacturing  estab- 
lishments are  not  major  employers, 
the  number  employed  in  manufact- 
uring is  expected  to  increase 
tiy  approximately  30  percent 
over  the  next  twenty  years. 


5.  During  the  1950-1970  period, 

government  employment  increased 
substantially,  but  the  growth  rate 
is  expected  to  slow  to  30  to  35 
percent  during  the  planning  period. 

6.  Mining  will  continue  to  be  a 
small  employer. 

7.  With  grants  for  construction  of 
public  facilities  and  housing, 
and  with  public  awareness  that 
interest  rates  may  not  decline, 
construction  employment  v/ithin 
Wolf  Point  will  continue  to  remain 
stable,  perhaps  undergoing  a  slight 
increase. 

8.  Employment  in  traiisportation  and  public 
utilities  should  stabilize,  the  latter 
perhaps  undergoing  a  slight  increase. 
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TABLE  27 
EMPLOYMENT  PROJECTIONS 


ROOSEVELT  'COUNTY  AND  WOLF  POINT  PLANNING  AREA 


1970 

Percent 

1975 

Percent 

1980 

Percent 

1985 

Percent 

1990 

Percent 

1993 

Percent 

ROOSEVELT  COUNTY 

Civilian  Labor  Force 

3506 

33.8 

3270 

33.8 

3472 

33.9 

3664 

33.9 

4208 

34.0 

4367 

34.0 

Employment 

3196 

30.8 

3095 

32.0 

3226 

31.5 

3394 

31.4 

3898 

31.5 

4046 

31.5 

Agriculture 

648 

20.3 

581 

18.8 

555 

17.2 

529 

15.6 

526 

13.5 

494 

12.2 

Mining 

52 

1.6 

46 

1.5 

45 

1.4 

44 

1.3 

51 

1.3 

53 

1.3 

Construction 

202 

6.3 

195 

6.3 

206 

6.4 

217 

6.4 

253 

6.5 

267 

6.6 

Manufacturing 

119 

3.7 

124 

4.0 

161 

5.0 

217 

6.4 

281 

7.2 

299 

7.4 

Trans.  &  Utilities 

123 

3.8 

118 

3.8 

123 

3.8 

132 

3.9 

152 

3.9 

162 

4.0 

Wholesale  £  Retail 

743 

23.2 

724 

23.4 

752 

23.3 

784 

23.1 

912 

23.4 

955 

23.6 

Services  &  Finance 

789 

24.8 

780 

25.2 

813 

25.2 

859 

25.3 

998 

25.6 

1044 

25.8 

Government 

520 

16.3 

526 

17.0 

571 

17.7 

610 

18.0 

725 

18.6 

772 

19.1 

WOLF  POINT  PLANNING  AREA 


Civilian  Labor  Force 

1543 

39.4 

1555 

39.5 

1667 

39.6 

1780 

39.7 

2062 

39.8 

2150 

39.9 

Enployment 

1450 

37.3 

1473 

37.4 

1580 

37.5 

1686 

37.6 

1953 

37.7 

2037 

37.8 

Agriculture 

247 

17.0 

243 

16.5 

252 

16.0 

261 

15.5 

293 

15.0 

302 

14.8 

Kininc 

— 

0.0 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

0,0 

— 

— 

Construction 

97 

6.7 

99 

6.7 

106 

6.7 

113 

6.7 

131 

6.7 

136 

6.7 

Manufacturing 

57 

3.9 

59 

4.0 

65 

4.1 

71 

.   4.2 

84 

4.3 

90 

4.4 

Trans.  &  Utilities 

59 

4.1 

59 

4.0 

62 

3.9 

64 

3.8 

72 

3.7 

73 

3.6 

Wholesale  &  Retail 

418 

28.8 

424 

28.8 

457 

28.9 

487 

28.9 

566 

29.0 

591 

•  29.0 

Services  &  Finance 

341 

23.5 

348 

23.6 

374 

23.7 

401 

23.8 

467 

23.9 

487 

23.9 

Government 

232 

16.0 

241 

16.4 

264 

16.7 

288 

17.1 

340 

17.4 

358 

17.6 

m 
m 


chapter 


3.  Commercial— includes  establishments 
providing  services  or  offering  com- 
modities for  sale  to  consumers  for 
profit. 

4.  Industrial--includes  establishments 
providing  or  creating  products. 

5.  Public—includes  structures  (such  as 
schools  or  hospitals)  or  areas  (such 
as  playgrounds  or  open  spaces)  used  to 
serve  the  public  at  large. 

6.  Semi-Public— includes  those  units  (such 
as  churches  or  facilities  for  fraternal 
organizations)  or  areas  (such  as  cemetarie 
serving  only  particular  segments  of  the 
population. 

7.  Transportation,  Communications,  Utilities- 
includes  structures  and  land  needed  by 
public  and  private  organizations  for 

the  provision  of  transportation,  communi- 
cation, and  utility  services. 

8.  Highways,  Streets,  Alleys  — refers  to  land 
used  primarily  for  vehicular  traffic  and 
for  access  to  land  used  for  other  purposes 


9. 


10. 


Vacant — includes  areas  (excluding  agricul- 
tural and  forest  lands,  mining  or  water 
resources)  reserved  for  urban  purposes. 

Agricultural— includes  range,  hay,  and 
crop  land. 

Water  Resources— includes  rivers  and  strea: 


LAND  USE  AND  CONDITION  OF  STRUCTURES 


Possessing  an  inventory  of  the  Wolf 
Point  Planning  Area  as  it  exists  today, 
the  Wolf  Point  cormnunity  may  be  guided 
toward  the  development  of  an  efficient, 
economic,  and  interrelated  land-use 
pattern.   In  order  to  give  more  specific 
attention  to  detail  than  could  be  achieved 
through  analysis  of  the  entire  Planning 
Area,  the  Wolf  Point  Planning  Area  has 
been  divided  into  two  sub-units:   the  City 
of  Wolf  Point  and  the  Wolf  Point  Central 
Business  District,  the  former  (along 
with  the  Planning  Area  as  a  whole)  to  be 
considered  below,  and  the  latter  to  be 
analyzed  in  a  later  chapter. 

In  the  land-use  survey  for  the  Wolf  Point 
Planning  Area,  conducted  in  October,  1972, 
the  following  statistical,  analytical, 
and  graphic  presentations  resulted. 
Present  land-use  forms  for  the  Planning 
Area  and  City  of  Wolf  Point  are  illus- 
trated in  Figures  2  and  3. 
Each  presentation  employs  various  land- 
use  categories  as  follows: 

1.  Residential — includes  those  indi- 
vidual dwelling  units  or  series  of 
dwelling  units  used,  either  per- 
manently or  seasonally,  for  human 
habitation. 

2.  Transient  Lodging — includes  units 
(such  as  are  found  in  motels  and    ^ 

hotels)  designed  for  overnight 
sleeping  accomodations. 


10. 
11. 


Commercial — includes  establishments 
providing  services  or  offering  com- 
modities for  sale  to  consumers  for 
profit. 

Industrial — includes  establishments 
providing  or  creating  products. 

Public — includes  structures  (such  as 
schools  or  hospitals)  or  areas  (such 
as  playgrounds  or  open  spaces)  used  to 
serve  the  public  at  large. 

Semi-Public — includes  those  units  (such 
as  churches  or  facilities  for  fraternal 
organizations)  or  areas  (such  as  cemetaries) 
serving  only  particular  segments  of  the 
population. 

Transportation,  Communications,  Utilities — 
includes  structures  and  land  needed  by 
public  and  private  organizations  for 
the  provision  of  transportation,  communi- 
cation, and  utility  services. 

Highways,  Streets,  Alleys  —  refers  to  land 
used  primarily  for  vehicular  traffic  and 
for  access  to  land  used  for  other  purposes. 

Vacant — includes  areas  (excluding  agricul- 
tural and  forest  lands,  mining  or  water 
resources)  reserved  for  urban  purposes. 

Agricultural — includes  range,  hay,  and 
crop  land. 

Water  Resources — includes  rivers  and  streams. 
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Existing  Land  Use;   Wolf  Point  Planning  Area 
and 
City  of  Wolf  Point 


An  inventory  summary  of  basic  land  uses  found 
within  the  Wolf  Point  Planning  Area,  con- 
taining 29,024.00  acres,  is  presented  in 
Table  28  .   Over  90  percent  of  the  total 
land  area  is  devoted  to  agriculture  or 
left  as  open  space.   "Developed"  land,  that 
is,  land  utilized  for  housing,  businesses, 
streets,  parks,  and  utilities,  represents 
only  5.6  percent  of  the  whole  Planning  Area. 

As  presented  in  Table  29  ,  within  the  City 
of  Wolf  Point,  468.94  acres  are  seen  to 
have  been  developed.   Surprisingly, 
streets  and  alleys  occupy  the  most  land, 
accounting  for  34.4  percent  of  the  total 
developed.   Short  blocks  and  the  gridiron 
city  development  pattern  (common  to 
many  Montana  communities)  have  caused  this 
relatively  great  consumption  of  land. 
Single-  and  multiple-family  structures 
occupy  154.05  acres,  accounting  for  28 
percent  of  the  developed  land — the  second 
largest  amount.   Parks,  schools,  and  other 
public  and  quasi-public  developments 
account  for  the  next  largest  amount  of 
land — 68  acres. 

Again  considering  the  Wolf  Point  Planning 
Area  as  a  whole,  it  may  be  observed  that 
residential  uses  account  for  15.6  2  percent 
of  the  total  developed  area.   14.6  6 
percent  of  the  total  developed  land  is 
taken  up  with  single-family  residential 
structures.   In  the  form  of  duplexes  or 
apartments,  multi- family  development 
occupies  less  than  one  percent  of  the 
total  acreage.   Over  half  of  the  253.35 
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acres  of  residential  land  is  concentrated 
in  the  City  of  Wolf  Point,  its  fringe  area, 
and  to  the  east  near  the  airport.   Most 
of  the  remaining  residential  lands  are 
scattered  and  of  extremely  low  density. 

Land  reserved  for  transient  hotel-motel 
facilities  takes  up  .39  percent  (23.33 
acres)  of  the  total  developed  land.   Utili- 
zing this  acreage  are  one  hotel,  one  hotel- 
motel,  and  six  motels  with  a  total  of 
one  hundred  fifty-six  units.   With  the 
exception  of  one  motel  constructed  on  U.S. 
Highway  2  near  VJolf  Creek,  all  motel- 
hotel  accomodations  are  located  either 
within  the  Wolf  Point  Central  Business 
District  or  in  the  highway  commercial  develop- 
ment discussed  below. 

Commercial  use  within  the  Planning  Area 
accounts  for  4.5  percent  of  the  total  develope 
lands.   Most  commercial  establishments  are 
located  in  either  of  two  areas  of  the 
City  of  Wolf  Point:  the  Central  Business  Dis- 
trict and  a  highway  commercial  area.   Although 
containing  only  10.43  acres,  the  Central 
Business  District  is  intensively  developed 
for  commercial  purposes,  being  the  major 
trade  center  for  the  region.   The  highway 
commercial  area,  located  largely  within  the 
Wolf  Point  corporate  limits  along  U.S.  Highway 
2,  encompasses  32  acres  of  extensive  commer- 
cial land  devoted  to  such  facilities  as 
farm- implement  dealerships  and  a  drive-in 
theatre.   Highway  commercial  development 
could  become  undesirable  because  commercial 
establishments  tend  to  be  scattered  in  such 
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TABLE  28 


WOLF  POINT  PLANNING  AREA  LAND  USE  -  1972 


Land  Use  Classification 


Acres 


Residential 

Single  Family 

237 

80 

Multi-Family 

15 

55 

Transient  Lodging 

6 

30 

Commercial 

Retail 

30 

60 

Services 

42 

80 

Industrial 

19 

10 

Public  &  Quasi  Public 

Parks  &  Open  Space 

Reserves 

193 

20 

Schools 

20 

20 

Other 

120 

75 

Trans,,  Comm. ,  Utilities 

270 

00 

Highways,  Streets  &  Alleys 

666 

14 

Total  Developed 

1 

,622 

44 

Vacant 

239 

20 

Agriculture 

26 

,903 

76 

Water  Surface  Area 

258 

60 

Total  Planning  Area 

29 

,024 

00 

Percent  of 

Percent  of 

Total  Developed 

Total  Area 

Land 

0.81 

14.66 

0.05 

.95 

0.02 

.39 

0,11 

1.89 

0.15 

2.64 

0.07 

1.18 

0.67 

11.91 

0.07 

1.25 

0.42 

7,44 

0.93 

16,63 

2.30 

41,05 

5.60 

100.00 

0,82 

92,69 

0,89 

100,00 

54 


a 


Resic 
Si 
Ml 

Iran! 


Indui 
Publ 


Iran 


Iota 


Vaca 


Iota 


i 


TABLE  29 


CITY  OF  WOLF  POINT  1972  LAND  USE 


Land  Use  Classification 

Residential 

Single  Family 

Multi-Family 
Transient  Lodging 
Commercial 

Retail 

Services 
Industrial 
Public  &  Quasi  Public 

Parks  &  Open  Space 

Schools 

Other 
Trans.,  Comm. ,  Utilities 
Highways,  Streets  &  Alleys 

Total  Developed 

Vacant 


Total  Corporate  Limits 


Acres 


Percent  of 
Total  Land  Area 


142.00 

25.84 

12.05 

2.19 

4.30 

0.78 

26.90 

4.90 

15.80 

2.88 

5.00 

0.91 

26.20 

4.77 

15.20 

2.77 

27.55 

5.01 

4.80 

0.87 

189.14 

34.40 

468.94 

85.33 

80.60 

14.67 

549.54 

100.00 

55 
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development.   Further,  highway 
development  could,  depending  on 
commercial  orientation,  likely 
dilute  trade  in  the  Central  Business 
District  while,  at  the  same  tim.e, 
reduce  the  efficiency  and  safety 
of  major  thoroughfares.   Hov;ever, 
it  should  be  realized  that  certain 
types  of  coiTimercial  establishment 
are  oriented  toward  highway  sites. 
It  would  seem  that  these  types  of 
establishment  should  be  grouped  to- 
gether, sharing  common  parking  areas 
and  reducing  the  number  of  access 
points  to  and  from  major  thorough- 
fares.  Other  than  in  the  two  areas 
already  discussed,  commercial 
development  also  occurs  in  the 
form  of  service-storage  facilities. 

Of  the  total  developed  land  area, 
19.1  acres  are  devoted  to  industrial 
activities.   The  primary  location  of 
industrial  activity  is  along  the 
Burlington-Northern  tracks  within 
the  Wolf  Point  corporate  limits. 
Within  this  area,  industrial 
activity  is  limited  to  grain 
storage,  cleaning,  and  treatment. 
The  remaining  14  acres  of  land 
contain  automobile  salvage,  con- 
crete establishments  are  located 
just  east  of  Wolf  Point,  while 
the  honey  refining  establish- 
ment is  located  east  of  the  airport. 
With  the  exception  of  the  automo- 
bile salvage  yard,  industrial 
areas  are  well-located  and  do 
not  create  any  noteworthy  land-use 
problems. 


Taken  together,  pxiblic  and  quasi-public 
land  total  334.15  acres,  the  second  largest 
amount  of  developed  acreage  within  the 
Planning  Area.   These  acres  are  used  for 
recreational  facilities,  schools,  and 
other  community  facilities.   Of  the  total 
public  and  quasi-public  land,  the  largest 
acreage  occurs  in  the  form  of  developed 
parks  and  the  golf  course.   The  remaining 
140  acres  are  utilized  for  a  variety  of 
community  purposes  including  the  site  for 
city,  county,  state,  and  federal  facilities 
as  V7ell  as  churches,  the  hospital,  and 
cemetaries. 

The  total  amount  of  land  required  for  the 
provision  of  transportation,  communications, 
power,  and  utility  services  to  the  Planning 
Area  is  270  acres,  or  16  percent  of  the 
total  developed  land.   Large  users  of  land 
in  this  category  include  the  City-County 
public  airport,  a  small  private  airport 
facility,  and  the  Wolf  Point  stabilization 
pond. 

Highways,  streets,  and  alleys  use  up  the 
largest  amount  of  developed  land.   Total 
acreage  devoted  to  these  uses  is  666.14  - 
41  percent  of  the  total  developed  area. 
Of  the  5  49  acres  within  the  City  of  Wolf 
Point,  189  are  used  for  highway  purposes. 
Obviously,  some  consideration  should  be 
given  to  the  more  efficient  use  of  land  for 
circulation  and  access  in  relation  to 
adjoining  land  development. 

Located  within  the  Wolf  Point  Planning  Area 
are  239.2  acres  of  vacant  land.   Of  this 
total,  80.6  acres  are  located  within  the 
City  of  Wolf  Point.   These  acres  take  the 
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form  of  vacant  lots  and  subdivided  but 
tindeveloped  lands  and  are  for  the  most 
part  Indian  Tribal  lands.   An  additional 
158.6  acres  of  subdivided  but  undeveloped 
lands  can  be  found  in  tv;o  adjoining 
rural  areas,  one  to  the  southeast  and 
the  other  to  the  west  of  the  City  of 
Wolf  Point.   Much  of  this  land  could 
be  used  to  meet  future  Indian  housing 
demands,  assuming  that  central  water 
and  sewer  services  could  be  provided. 

26,903.76  of  the  Wolf  Point  Planning 
Area's  29,024.00  acres  are  agricultural 
lands.   The  upland  agricultural  acres 
are  predominantly  devoted  to  dry-land 
crop-farming  and  cattle  grazing,  while 
the  valley  floor  along  the  Missouri 
River  is  used  mainly  for  crop-farming. 
Agricultural  acreage  amounts  to  over 
90  percent  of  the  total  Planning  Area. 

When  considered  in  relation  to  other 
Montana  areas,  the  Wolf  Point  Planning 
Area  has  abundant  water.   Estimates 
indicate  that  the  Missouri  River 
contains  223  acres  of  water  surface, 
while  Wolf  Creek  and  Little  Wolf 
Creek  contain  approximately  34  acres 
more.   Taken  together,  these  acres 
total  258.6.   In  addition,  other  in- 
termittent streams  do  flow  from  the 
uplands  south  toward  the  Missouri 
River  for  a  few  months  of  the  year. 
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Land  Use:   Evaluation  of  Development  Pattern 


Existing  land-use  patterns  which  have 
evolved  from  the  early  days  of  V7olf 
Point  are  surprisingly  well  organized. 
Generally,  development  has  occurred 
in  a  north-south  orientation,  economic 
and  industrial  activities  taking 
place  in  the  central  portion  of  this 
axis.   Two  identifiable  commercial 
areas  exist  in  the  V?olf  Point  area, 
one  being  the  main  downtown  area  located 
south  of  the  Burlington-Northern 
Railroad  tracks,  and  the  other  being 
a  highv/ay  coirimercial  development 
located  north  of  the  first  along  U.S. 
Highway  2.   Betv;een  the  two  comm.ercial 
areas  along  the  Burlington-Northern 
tracks  are  warehouse,  industrial  and 
transportation  facilities.   The 
community  is  divided  into  two  neigh- 
borhoods, each  of  which  contains  an 
elementary  school  and  park  facilities. 


Findings : 

1.  Highway  commercial  development 
along  U.  S."  Highv/ay  2  has  begun 
to  encroach  upon  the  residential 
area  within  North  Wolf  Point. 

2.  To  a  limited  degree,  commercial 
activities  have  begun  to  encroach 
upon  the  residential  area  to  the 
south  of  the  Wolf  Point  Central 
Business  District. 


3.  Since  the  approach  and  takeoff  patterns 
of  the  private  airport  facility  north- 
west of  VJolf  Point  fall  directly  over 
the  northern  part  of  the  City,  this 
facility,  rather  than  be  expanded, 
should  eventually  be  phased  out. 

4.  Older  platted  but  undeveloped  subdivi- 
sions should  be  redesigned  utilizing 
newer  residential  design  concepts 

in  order,  for  example,  to  avoid  wasting 
available  land. 

Two  land-use  problems  are  evident  outside 
the  City: 

1.   Concentrated  residential  development 
should  be  discouraged  from  locating 
within  City-County  Airport  approach 


2,   Commercial  strip  development  should 

be  prevented  from  occurring  along  primary 
highways . 

Factors  Limiting  Developm.ent 

It  is  important  to  identify  the  various  factors 
limiting  land  development  since,  to  a  great 
extent,  these  factors  determine  the  parameters 
for  the  location  of  sites  for  future  land- 
use  activity.   Considered  here  are  topography, 
water-shed  and  drainage  characteristics, 
soils,  and  ownership  patterns.   It  should  be 
understood  that  these  factors  strongly 
influence  and  often  determine  the  location 
of  residential  subdivisions,  business  estab- 
lishments, recreational  facilities,  or  streets. 
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Topography 

In  the  VJolf  Point  Planning  Area, 
there  are  a  variety  of  topographic 
features.   Hov;aver,  to  simplify  and 
clarify  discussion,  reference  is 
here  made  to  relief  and  slope.   In 
the  planning  area,  relief,  that  is, 
the  extent  to  which  elevations  vary, 
is  in  excess  of  320  feet — a  relatively 
m.oderate  difference.   In  other  words, 
there  exists  a  difference  of  320 
feet  between  the  lowest  elevation  at 
the  Missouri  River  and  the  highest 
elevation  upland.   In  some  parts  of 
the  Planning  Area,  the  degree  of 
slope  (the  ratio  of  vertical  to 
horizontal  feet)  is  20  percent 
(20  vertical  feet  for  100  horizon- 
tal feet)  or  more.   This  degree  of 
slope  usually  limits  development, 
although  there  are  instances  in  which 
residential  structures  can  be  con- 
structed on  20  percent  or  greater 
slopes. 

Findings:   Developm.ent  in  the  Planning 
Area  does  not  impinge  upon  these 
slopes.   It  should  be  noted,  however, 
that,  if  future  development  should 
take  place  on  20  percent  or  greater 
slopes,  considerable  site  analysis 
should  first  be  undertaken. 

Water  Shed  and  Drainage  Characteristics 

The  major  drainage  in  the  Planning 
Area  is  the  Missouri  River  which  bi- 
sects the  Area,  flowing  east.   Flowing 
through  the  Planning  Area  from  the 
north  to  the  Missouri  River  are  two 


tributaries:  Wolf  Creek  and  Little 
Wolf  Creek.   Four  other  intermittent 
tributaries  complete  the  drainage  system. 
To  protect  this  watershed  and  drainage 
system,  various  protective  measures 
should  be  undertaken. 

Findings: 

1.  Development  that  v;ould  pollute  sur- 
face- and  ground-water  systems  should 
be  avoided.   Aquifers  (underground 
water  sources)  located  in  the  Planning 
Area  should  also  be  protected,  particu- 
larly since  the  major  sources  of  domestic 
water  for  Wolf  Point  and  the  surrounding 
Planning  Area  are  wells. 

2.  Considercible  portions  of  the  Planning 
Area  are  subject  to  flooding  conditions. 

3.  Development  should  not  take  place  in 
the  flood  plains  of  the  Missouri  River 
and  six  tributaries. 

4.  More  extensive  records  should  be  kept  of 
stream  flows  during  spring  and  early 
sixmmer  thav;s.   Such  records  are  needed 
particularly  for  V7olf  Creek,  Little  Wolf 
Creek,  the  four  intermittent  tributaries, 
and  the  Missouri  River  so  that  flood- 
plain  areas  might  be  determined  accurately. 

5.  Special  study  is  needed  of  the  Wolf 
Creek  system  in  order  to  develop  flood 
prevention  facilities. 

6.  Water  quality  standards  for  streams  and 
drainages  in  Montana  established  by  the 
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TABLE  30 
GENERAL  SOIL  LIMITATIONS  -  WOLF  POINT  PLANNING  AREA 


SOIL  TYPES 

1.  Deep  well  drained 
soils  nearly  level 
to  rolling  uplands. 
Soils  usually  have 
loam  surfaces  and 
clay  loam  subsoils 
that  have  moderately 
slow  permeability. 

2.  Deep  loamy  soils  on 
rolling  to  steep 
disected  glacial 
till  uplands. 


Deep  soils  with 
variable  textures 
on  nearly  level 
low  terraces  & 
floor  plains.   Soil 
drainage  is  var- 
iable &  wet  areas 
occur  in  low  dep- 
ressions. 

Shallow  to  deep 
loarr.y  soils  with 
soft  shale  & 
sandstone  rock 
outcrop-general- 
ly steep  disected 
slopes  into  drain- 
age ways. 


COMIiERCIAL  S 

RESIDENTIAL 

INDUSTRIAL 

FLOOD 

WATER 

SEWAGE 

SEPTIC 

DEVELOPI'IENT 

DEVELOPf-IENT 

HAZARD 

TABLE 

LAGOONS 

TANK 

Severe-High 

Severe-Hiah 

None 

Eelov7 

Slopes 

Severe- 

frost  heave 

frost  heave 

6  ft. 

over  7% 

Perc. 

potential 

potential 

Severe 

rates 
less 
than 
60  min/ 
inch. 

Severe  on 

Severe  on 

None 

Below 

Severe 

Severe- 

slopes  over 

slopes  over 

6  ft.  . 

slopes 

steep 

15%  &  high 

15%  &  high 

over  7% 

slopes  & 

frost  ac- 

frost action 

perc. 

tion. 

rates 
less  than 
6  0  min/ in 

60  to  30% 

50  -  70% 

None 

general- 

Slight 

Slight 

Severe 

Severe 

to 

ly  below 

to 

to 

occas- 

6 ft. 

Severe- 

Severe- 

sional 

clay 

sandy 

local 

local 

soils 

soils 

areas  of 

areas 

best 

best 

frequent 

near  the 
surface. 

suited 

suited 

80  -  90% 

75  -  90% 

None  on 

general- 

Severe 

Severe 

Severe 

Severe 

the  up- 

ly deep  . 

steep 

steep 

lands  to 

except 

slopes 

slopes 

frequent 

for 

slow 

along 

local 

permea 

drainage- 

areas 

ways. 

or 
channel 

J 

bottoms. 

PUBLIC   INTENSIVE 
SEWAGE   RECREATION 
SYSTEM   AREAS 

Needed  Severe  on 
slopes 
over  6% 
Slippery 


Severe 

Steep 

slopes 


Variable 
loam  & 
sandy  loam 
soils 
best  suited. 


SANITARY 
LPJ^D    FILL 
TRENCH    TYPE 


poor  traffic 
ability  when 
wet. 


Severe-Steep 
slopes  (area 
type  more 
suitable; . 


Severe- 
pollution  to 
underground 
water 


Severe       Severe  (area 
steep  slopes  type  more 
suitable) . 


Water  Pollution  Control  Council  should 
be  reviewed  locally,  especially  insofar 
as  they  affect  the  Missouri  River. 

Soils 

An  investigation  of  soils  reveals  poten- 
tial problems  to  be  encountered  as  the 
result  of  present  and  future  development. 
A  soils  map  of  Roosevelt  County,  in- 
cluding the  Wolf  Point  Planning  Area, 
has  been  prepared  by  the  Soil  Conser- 
vation Service  of  the  United  States 
Department  of  Agriculture.   The  relevant 
portion  of  this  map  is  illustrated  in 
figure   4  ,  where  it  may  be  observed 
that  four  types  were  found  to  be  present 
in  the  Area.   Soil  factors  limiting 
development  may  be  discovered  in 
Table   30  v;hich  relates  various  kinds 
of  development  to  each  soil  type. 
Examination  of  this  Table  and  aware- 
ness of  other  relevant  factors  suggest 
soil  problems  do  exist  and  should  be 
taken  into  consideration  in  future 
planning. 

Findings 


Since  soils  in  the  Wolf  Point 
vicinity  are  frequently  poor  for 
development,  a  detailed  soil  survey 
is  badly  needed  within  the  Planning 
Area. 

Due  to  low  permeability  of  soils, 
septic  tanks  should  be  used  with 
caution. 

In  order  to  have  access  to  central 


2. 


water  and  sewer  facilities,  residential 
and  commercial  developments  should 
be  concentrated  around  and  within  Wolf 
Point. 

4.   Rural  residential  development  should 
be  encouraged  only  within  the  Missouri 
River  Valley  east  of  Wolf  Point,  and 
this  development  should  be  very  low 
density. 

Ownership  Patterns 

As  may  be  seen  from  Figures  6  and  7, 
private  ovmership  accounts  for  approximately 
58.3  percent  of  the  total  29,024  acres  in 
the  Wolf  Point  Planning  Area.   Indian  and 
federal  lands  am.ount  to  40  percent  (11,534 
acres)  of  the  total.   State  and  County 
ownership  is  relatively  insignificant, 
the  State  possessing  only  six  acres  and 
the  County  owning  108  acres  (.4%).   It  would 
appear  that  Indian  and  federal  ownership 
will  continue  as  it  has  in  the  past  to  have 
a  substantial  affect  on  future  development 
in  the  Planning  Area. 

Findings 

1.  Indian  tribal  and  allotted  lands  encompass 
almost  40%  the  total  land  within  the 
Planning  Area. 

2.  Non-Indian  residential  development  on 
an  ownership  basis  can  only  take  place 
north,  northeast,  and  northwest  of  the 
present  City  site. 

3.  Areas  for  expansion  of  Indian  development 
exist  to  the  south,  and  to  the  immediate 
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east  and  west  of  the  Wolf  Point 
corporate  limits. 

4.   South  Wolf  Point  contains  several 
allotted  lots  which  come  under  the 
jurisdiction  of  the  Fort  Peck 
Indian  Reservation. 


TABLS  31 


PROPERTY   OW^SEPvSHIPS 


Ownership 

Indian  Lands 
Tribal  Lands 
Individual  Trust  Lands 
Sub  Marginal  Lands 
Indian  -  U.  S.  (Wolf  Point) 
TOTAL  Indian  Lands 

City  of  ;volf  Point 
Other  Quasi  Ownerships 
Roosevelt  County 
State  of  Montana 
Privately  Owned  Lands 


Acres 

Percent 

1130 

3.9 

9170 

31.6 

1200 

4.1 

34 

0.1 

11,534 

39.7 

405 

1.4 

57 

.2 

108 

.4 

6 

.0 

16,914 

58.3 

29,024 

100.00 
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Condition  of  Structures; 
Wolf  Point  Planning  Area 

In  conjunction  with  the  land- use  survey:, 
a  structural  survey  of  the  Wolf  Point 
City-County  Planning  Area  was  also 
conducted  in  19  72.   Each  structure, 
evaluated  according  to  its  apparent 
structural  condition,  maintenance, 
and  physical  depreciation,  was  deter- 
mined to  be  in  good,  average,  deter- 
iorated, or  substandard  condition: 

1.  Good  condition — generally  describes 
a  structure  built  in  the  last 
decade  which,  from  all  appearances, 
is  in  sound  condition  and  requires 
very  little  or  no  maintenance. 

2.  Average  condition — describes  a 
sound  older  structure  v;hich,  from 
all  appearances,  requires  only 
minor  maintenance  (for  example, 
maintenance  of  those  items  re- 
quiring annual  upkeep) . 

3.  Deteriorated  condition — describes 
basically  sound  structure  in  need 
of  maintenance  (for  example, 
porch  construction,  painting, 
siding)  requiring  less  than  one- 
third  of  the  estimated  present 
value  of  the  structure.   Struc- 
tures in  this  category  are  cap- 
able of  rehabilitation. 

4.  Substandard — refers  to  structure 
in  unsound  condition  (for  example, 
having  a  crumbling  foundation, 
sagging  roof  and/or  walls)  and 


requiring  major  repairs,  the  cost  for 
which  would  amount  to  more  than  one- 
third  of  the  present  estimated  value 
of  the  structure.   Structures  in  this 
category  would  require  replacement. 

The  survey  revealed  there  to  be  1,366 

primary  structures  within  the  Planning  Area. 
1,155  of  these  structures  are  residential, 
160  commercial,  and  51  public  or  quasi-public. 

Findings : 

From  review  of  Table  32,   Structural  Conditions- 
Wolf  Point  Planning  Area,  it  may  be  observed 
that,  of  the  total  structures,  434  (31.8 
percent)  are  in  good  condition,  566  (41.4 
percent)  in  average  condition,  118  (8.6 
percent)  in  average-deteriorated  condition, 
127  (9.3  percent)  in  deteriorated  condition, 
and  83  (6.5  percent)  in  sub-standard  or 
dilapidated  condition.   A  comparison  of  struc- 
tural ratings  suggests  that  the  City  of  Wolf 
Point  contains  structures  in  better  condition 
than  those  to  be  found  in  the  rural  areas. 
It  is  important  to  understand,  however,  that 
a  significant  number  of  rural  residential 
structures  have  been  constructed  within 
the  last  decade.   Nevertheless,  due  to  the 
existence  of  a  substantial  number  of  sub- 
standard, dilapidated,  and  abandoned  structures 
in  the  rural  areas ,  the  presence  of  these 
newer  residences  is  not  reflected  in  the 
numerical  analysis  presented  .'.;ere.   The  following 
specific  conclusions  can  be  reached: 
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TABLE  32 
STRUCTURAL  CONDITIONS  -  V70LF  POINT  PLANNING  AREA 


CITY  OF  V:OLF  POINT 

GOOD 

_%_ 

AVERAGE 

_%_ 

AVERAGE  - 
DETERIOPATED 

_%_ 

DETERIORATED 

_%_ 

DETERIORATED 
SUBSTANDARD 

.  _%_ 

SUB- 
STANDARD % 

TOTAL 

Residential 

Commercial 
Public 

312 
31 
18 

32.6 
22.6 
54.5 

414 

70 

8 

43.3 
51.1 
24.2 

89 
11 

1 

9.3 

8.0 

.0 

85 

17 

5 

8.9 
12.4 
15.2 

16 
2 

1 

1.7 
1.5 
3.1 

41 
6 

4.2 
4.4 
0.0 

957 

137 

33 

RURAL  PLANNING  AREA 

Residential 

CoiTjnercial 

Public 

62 
3 
8 

31.3 
13.0 
44.4 

55 

10 

9 

27.8 
43.5 
50.0 

14 
3 

7.1 

13.0 

0.0 

18 
,   1 

1 

9.1 
4.4 
5.6 

9 
5 

4.5 

21.7 

0.0 

40 

1 

20.2 
4.4 
0.0 

198 
23 

13 

TOTAL  PLANNING  AREA 

Residential 

Conmsrcial 

Public 

374 
34 
26 

32.4 
21.3 
51.0 

469 
80 
17 

40.6 
50.0 
33.3 

103 

14 

1 

8.9 
8..  8 
2.0 

103 

18 

6 

8.9 
11.3 
11,7 

25 
7 

1 

2.2 
4.3 

2.0 

81 
7 

7.0 
4.3 
0.0 

1,155 

160 

51 

SOURCE:   Condition  of  Structures,  Kolf  Point  Planning  Area,  1972. 


PLANNING  AREA 


For  the  most  part  newer  residential 
structures  found  in  a  good  to 
average  condition  were  located  in 
the  following  areas: 

East  of  Wolf  Point  and  south 
of  State  Highway  13W. 


In  the  vicinity  oi 
School. 


Pioneer 


Adjacent  to  the  western 
boundary  of  the  Planning 
Area. 

2.   Substandard,  dilapidated  and  aban- 
doned residential  structures  were 
not  concentrated  to  any  large  ex- 
tent within  the  Planning  Area  out- 
side of  VJolf  Point. 


5. 


north,  northwest  and  south. 

The  highway  commercial  area  along  U.S. 
Highway  2  contains  the  most  recent 
structures  in  good  to  average  condition. 
Central  Business  District  structures, 
although  older,  are  for  the  most  part 
in  a  sound  condition.   Structures, 
utilized  for  storage  and  assembly  opera- 
tions along  the  railroad  tracks  were 
found  to  be  in  a  below  average  condition. 

Few  public  and  quasi-public  structures 
in  Kolf  Point  were  found  in  a  below- 
average  condition. 


3.   Few  commercial,  industrial  and 

public  structures  exist  within  the 
rural  Planning  Area. 

WOLF  POINT 

1.  Largest  concentrations  of  substandard 
residential  structures  are  found 
south  of  Fainv'eather  Street,  north 

of  U.S.  Highv/ay  2,  and  West  4th  Street 
North,  south  of  Front  Street  and  west 
of  3rd  Street  South. 

2.  Most  recently  constructed  residential 
single-family  structures  are  found 

in  neighborhood  fringe  areas  to  the 
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GROWTH  DIRECTIONS 
and 

PROJECTED  LAND  USE  DEMANDS 


Previously  identified  parameters  in 
terms  of  existing  land  use,  limiting 
factors  of  development  and  condition  of 
existing  planning  area  structures  provide 
an  indication  of  the  direction  future 
residential,  commercial  and  industrial 
development  should  take.   The  follov;ing 
discusses  anticipated  growth  areas, 
land  use  trends,  and  projected  land 
use  demands. 

RESIDENTIAL 

A  major  portion  of  future  residential 
developmicnt  will  take  place  in  sub- 
divisions availeible  to  water  and  sewer 
facilities.   For  this  reason  it  is 
anticipated  that  considerable  resi- 
dential expansion  will  take  place 
to  the  south,  north  and  northwest  of 
Wolf  Point  v;ith  limited  residential 
development  taking  place  southeast 
of  the  City.   New  single-family  lots 
in  these  areas  will  average  from 
8,500  to  10,000  square  feet.   As 
population  increases,  more  demands 
will  be  placed  on  rural  acreage 
parcels  in  the  Pioneer  School  area, 
to  the  east  of  Wolf  Point  along  the 
Missouri  River,  and  to  the  extreme 
west  of  the  Planning  Area.   Higher 
density  apartment  structures  may 
be  constructed  as  part  of  the 
redevelopment  process  around  the  Wolf 
Point  Central  Business  District. 
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COMMERCIAL 

As  a  result  of  present  trends  toward  de- 
clines in  rural  farm  populations,  causing 
a  lack  of  support  to  rural  retail  facilities, 
the  increase  in  population  shifts  from  rural 
to  urban  coirimunities,  and  the  increasing 
demand  for  commercial  services.  Wolf  Point 
V7ill  have  the  opportunity  to  become  a 
regional  retail  and  service  center,   A 
portion  of  anticipated  commercial  develop- 
ment ifill  take  place  with  the  Wolf  Point 
Central  Business  District.   However,  due 
to  the  intensity  and  type  of  commercial 
facilities,  little  additional  space 
will  be  utilized. 

Considerable  commercial  development  will 
take  place  in  the  form  of  highway  retail 
and  service  facilities.   It  is  anticipated 
that  a  major  portion  of  new  highv7ay  com- 
mercial development  will  take  place  to 
the  west  of  Wolf  Point  along  U.  S.  Highway  2. 

INDUSTRIAL 

Emphasis  is  anticipated  on  the  expansion  of 
present  industrial  facilities  as  well  as 
the  promotion  of  new  agricultural  related 
industries.   Possible  new  operations  will 
include  a  cattle  sales  ring,  grain  shipping 
center,  flour  mills,  molting  plants,  sv/ine 
facilities  and  additional  feed  lots.   It 
is  expected  that  industrial  expansion  may 
and  should,  as  it  has  in  the  past,  take  place 
within  and  to  the  east  of  V7olf  Point  with 
access  to  present  railroad  facilities  and  two 
major  highways. 


PUBLIC  AND  QUASI-PUBLIC 

With  expected  increased  demands  for  social,' 
medical,  educational  and  governmental  ser- 
vices, coupled  v;ith  recreational  space  needs, 
it  is  very  probable  that  land  use  within 
this  category  will  expand.   The  location 
of  this  space  will  either  be  in  conjunction 
with  existing  facilities  or  located  relative 
to  new  expanding  residential  areas. 

TRANSPORTATION,  COMMUNICATIONS  AND 

UTILITIES 

Development  V7ithin  these  categories  should 
not  increase  significantly  V/ith  the  ex- 
ception of  possible  airport  clear  zone 
acquisition. 

HIGHWAYS,  STP^ETS  AND  ALLEYS 

For  the  most  part,  new  highway  projects 
will  be  utilizing  existing  right-of-v/ays. 
Through  improved  subdivision  design 
and  narrov/er  right-of-way  requirements 
developm.ent  demands  may  even  be  reduced. 


TABLE  33 

LAND  USE  DEMANDS  PER  ONE  HUNDRED  POPULATION 


Residential 

Coirinercial 

Industrial 

Trans.,    Comm. ,    Util. 

Public  &  Quasi  Public 

Highways,  Streets,  &  Alleys 

TOTAL  ACRES 


1972 


1975 


1980 


1985 


1990 


1995 


6.5 

7.0 

7.5 

8.0 

8.5 

9.0 

2.1 

2.2 

2.2 

2.3 

2.3 

2.3 

.5     ' 

.7 

1.0 

1.3 

1.6 

1.9 

7.0 

6.8 

6.5 

6.2 

5.9 

5.6 

8.6 

8.7 

8.8 

8.9 

9.0 

9.0 

17.2 

17.2 

17,1 

17.0 

16.9 

16.8 

41.9 

42.6 
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43.1 

43.7 

44.2 

44.6 

TABLE  34 


WOLF  POINT  PLANNING  AREA 


Residential 

Commercial 

Industrial 

Trans,,  Comm. ,  Util. 
Public  s  Quasi-Public 
Highways,  Streets  &  Alleys 
Vacant  in  Wolf  Point 
Agriculture 


PROJECTED  LAND  USE  DEI4ANDS 

Net 

1972 

1993 

Demand 

253 

485 

232 

80 

133 

53 

19 

102 

83 

270 

302 

32 

334 

521 

187 

666 

972 

306 

80 

0 

-80 

26,904 

26,158 

-746 
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TABLE  34 


WOLF  POINT  PLANNING  AREA 


PROJECTED  LAND  USE  DEMANDS 


Residential 

Coinir.ercial 

Industrial 

Trans.,  Comm. ,  Util. 
Public  s,   Quasi-Public 
Highways,  Streets  &  Alleys 
Vacant  in  Wolf  Point 
Agriculture 


Net 

1972 

1993 

Demand 

253 

485 

232 

SO 

133 

53 

19 

102 

83 

270 

302 

32 

334 

521 

187 

666 

972 

306 

80 

0 

-80 

26,904 

26,158 

-746 
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center  for  medical,  educational,  social, 
trade  and  governmental  services. 

Residential  Development  and  Housing 

Goal ;   Improve  the  quality  of  the  living 
environment  v/ithin  the  Wolf  Point  Planning 
Area. 

Objectives: 

1.  Encourage  the  provision  of  an  adequate 
supply  of  sound  housing  to  meet  the 
needs  of  both  present  and  future  popu- 
lations including  low  income  and  elderly 
groups,  disadvantaged,  and  minority 
groups. 

2.  Develop  necessary  measures  to  pre- 
vent the  effects  of  deterioration  and 
blight  v.'ithin  existing  residential 
areas  by  encouraging  the  removal  or 
improvement  of  all  sub-standard  struc- 
tures. 

3.  Encourage  the  preparation  and  adoption 
of  building  and  housing  codes. 

4 .  Prevent  the  encroachment  of  incom- 
patible or  unrelated  uses  on  or  v/ithin 
residential  areas. 

5.  Relate  residential  density  patterns 

to  existing  and  proposed  public  facilities 
and  services. 


GOALS  AND  OBJECTIVES 


The  follov;ing  goals  and  objectives  rep- 
resent a  considerable  amount  of  tiir.a  and 
effort  by  the  V'olf  Point  City-County 
Planning  Board.   The  Planning  Board  de- 
termined basic  corrjnunity  problem  areas 
through  community  evaluation  by  the  board 
members ,  civic  groups ,  and  involveipant 
of  local  residents.   The  determined 
community  problem  areas  v.'ere  categorized 
into  eight  groups  and  include:   residen- 
tial development  and  housing,  commerce, 
industry,  recreation,  transportation, 
con^munity  facilities  and  utilities, 
natural  resources,  and  environment. 
The  goals  developed  represent  community 
areas  of  concern  and  provide  a  frame- 
work for  planning  and  action  programs. 

Four  prir^ary  goals  vrere  developed 
which  provide  the  basis  for  the  fol- 
lov7ing  categorical  goals  and  objectives. 

Prim.ary  Goals 

1.  Improve  the  VJolf  Point  Economy  and 
Employment  Opportunities  to  benefit 
all  Area  Residents . 

2.  Provide  a  better  Living  Environment. 

3.  Ensure  adequate  housing  for  all 
residents. 

4.  Ensure  the  provision  of  adequate 
comm.unity  facilities  which  will 
enable  V'olf  Point  to  becom.e  an  area 


center  for  medical,  educational,  social, 
trade  and  governmental  services. 

Residential  Development  and  Housing 

Goal ;   Improve  the  quality  of  the  living 
environm.ent  v/ithin  the  Wolf  Point  Planning 
Area. 

Objectives : 

1-   Encourage  the  provision  of  an  adequate 
supply  of  sound  housing  to  meet  the 
needs  of  both  present  and  future  popu- 
lations including  low  incom.e  snd  elderly 
groups,  disadvantaged,  and  mdnority 
groups. 

2.  Develop  necessary  measures  to  pre- 
vent the  effects  of  deterioration  and 
blight  v.'ithin  existing  residential 
areas  by  encouraging  the  removal  or 
improvement  of  all  sub-standard  struc- 
tures. 

3.  Encourage  the  preparation  and  adoption 
of  building  and  housing  codes. 

4 .  Prevent  the  encroachment  of  incom- 
patible or  unrelated  uses  on  or  v;ithin 
residential  areas. 

5.  Relate  residential  density  patterns 

to  ejristing  and  proposed  public  facilities 
and  services. 


6 .  Provide  both  low  and  medium  density 
residential  areas  with  a  variety  of 
housing  types  and  costs. 

7.  Provide  for  a  more  effective  delinea- 
tion of  residential  areas  utilizing 
natural  and  man  made  features. 

8.  Encourage  the  design  of  subdivisions 
with  a  variety  of  lot  sizes  related 

to  anticipated  housing  types  including 
mobile  home  subdivisions. 

9.  Improve  the  safety  and  traffic  cir- 
culation of  residential  areas  through 
more  adequate  street  and  subdivision 
design. 

10.  Ensure  proper  location  of  housing  and 
residential  areas  through  considera- 
tion of  soils  capability,  flood  plains 
topography,  and  such  other  conditions 
v;hich  m^ay  act  as  a  detriment  to  pro- 
posed development. 

11.  Encourage  the  development  of  housing 
for  the  elderly  close  to  the  down- 
to\v-n  area. 


Objectives : 

1.  Encourage  the  development  of  tourist 
related  facilities,  which  will  im- 
prove the  Planning  Area ' s  competi- 
tive position  for  tourist  trade. 

2.  Retain  the  present  Wolf  Point 
Central  Business  District  as  the 
focus  of  Planning  Area  business  and 
shopping  activity. 

3.  Encourage  commercial  development 
characterized  by  proper  location, 
adequate  sites,  sufficient  off-street 
parking  and  attractive  design. 

4.  Create  an  attractive  downtown 
appearance  through  development  of 
present  green  spaces,  provision 

of  adequate  sidewalks,  tree  planting 
and  building  maintenance . 

5.  Encourage  the  use  of  a  design  theme 
v/ithin  the  Downtown  area. 


Commercial 

Goal:   Maintain  Wolf  Point  as  a  viable 
business  community  serving  Northeast 
Montana . 
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Discourage  strip  coiranercial  develop- 
iTient  along  arterial  highways.   Encour- 
age the  improvement  of  existing  com- 
mercial areas  along  arterials  by 
grouping  related  uses  into  orderly 
clusters,  thus  reducing  traffic 
hazards  and  congestion  on  arterial 
streets  and  iir-proving  the  visual 
image  of  these  streets. 


7.  Encourage  use  of  vacant  floor 
space  through  expansion  of  busi- 
ness opportunities. 

8.  Develop  the  types  of  business  and 
commercial  enterprise  v/hich  re- 
flects the  life  style  of  the  geo- 
graphic area  and  its  residents. 

Industrial 

Goal;   Provide  a  more  diversified  year 
around  economy  particularly  in  reference 
to  providing  a  greater  number  and  choice 
in  job  opportunities. 

Objectives ; 

1.  Encourage  the  establishiTLent  of 
properly  located  light  industry 
which  vrill  assist  in  improving 
available  job  opportunities. 

2.  Protect  potentially  desirable  in- 
dustrial lands  from  pre-emption 
by  residential  or  other  unrelated 
or  incompatible  uses. 

3.  Provide  for  the  proper  location  of 
industrial  uses  according  to  the 
demand  on  public  facilities. 


4.  Encourage  site  design  of  light  in- 
dustrial areas  previous  to  develop- 
ment. 

5.  Utilize  effective  screening  of  light 
industrial  areas. 

6.  Encourage  the  effective  use  of 
present  transportation  facilities 
in  the  Planning  Area  development  of 
industrial  sites. 

Community  Facilities  and  Utilities 

Goal ;   Encourage  the  development  of  Wolf 
Poin.t  as  a  medical,  educational,  govern- 
mental center  for  Northeast  Montana.   Pro- 
vide for  social,  cultural,  governmental 
and  service  needs  of  the  coirununity  at 
least  cost  to  the  taxpayer. 

Objectives : 

1.  Provide  for  strategically  located, 
adequately  designed,  and  attractive 
community  facilities.   Special  emphasis 
should  be  given  to  the  development  of 

a  community  hall  to  serve  both  govern- 
m.ental  and  social  functions. 

2.  Encourage  the  coordination  of  agencies 
and  organizations  providing  utilities, 
services  and  facilities  and  the  annex- 
ation of  areas  served  by  these  utilities. 

3.  Encourage  the  planning  of  comjnunity 
services  providing  for  the  m.ost  services 
of  adequate  quality  for  the  least  amount 
of  funds. 

4.  Ensure  the  provision  of  higher  quality 
community  services  when  available  funds 
permit. 
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5.  Encourage  the  installation  of  basic 
utility  systems  prior  to  development 
taking  place  within  a  subdivision 

if  available. 

6.  Develop  adequate  drainage  facilities 
particularly  in  the  Wolf  Point  south 
side  area. 


5.  Encourage  the  development  of  facil- 
ities which  V7ill  promote  the  tourist 
and  recreational  economy  of  the  Wolf 
Point  area  covering  a  wide  range  of 
activities. 

6.  Encourage  the  development  of  year 
around  recreational  facilities. 


7. 


Encourage  the  installation  of  under- 
ground utilities. 


7. 


Consider  the  feasibility  of  devel- 
oaina  a  Civic  Center. 


8.   Provide  as  soon  as  possible  for  the 
development  of  a  water  treatment 
facility  to  improve  the  quality  of 
water. 

Parks  and  Recreation 

Goal :   Promote  the  development  of  rec- 
reational facilities  which  will  benefit 
both  the  VJolf  Point  Planning  Area  resi- 
dents and  economy. 

Objectives : 

1.   Provide  for  park  facilities  and  land 
area  requirements  commensurate  with 
the  needs  of  the  area  served,  at 
present  and  in  the  future. 


Transportation 

Goal ;   Increase  the  efficiency  and 
functionability  of  transportation  facil- 
ities in  the  Wolf  Point  area. 

Objectives: 

1,  Encourage  the  design  of  a  balanced 
highv;ay  and  street  system  to  serve 
the  existing  and  projected  land  use 
pattern. 

2.  Develop  adequate  street  design  and 
construction  standards  according  to 
the  function  the  street  serves  such 

as  arterial,  collector,  or  residential 
access. 


2.  Encourage  where  possible  the  devel- 
opment of  parks,  camping  areas, 
and  open  space  along  the  Missouri 
River . 

3.  Encourage  the  joint  use  of  park  and 
recreational  activities  with  schools. 

4.  Encourage  the  preparation  of  im- 
provement programs  for  the  parks 
acquired  through  subdivision  require- 
ments. 


3.  Provide  for  controlled  access  of 
arterial  streets. 

4.  Encourage  the  design  of  residential 
street  systems  v;hich  consider  topo- 
graphy, safety,  and  well  being  of 
present  and  future  residents  concerned. 

5.  Encourage  the  surfacing  of  streets 
within  Wolf  Point  and  in  the  Planning 
Area,  particularly  where  traffic  volumes 
v;arrant  heed. 
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6.  Encourage  the  adequate  design  of 
county  roads  in  order  to  prevent  snow, 
water  and  drainage  problems. 

7.  Ensure  the  provision  of  adequate 
air,  bus,  rail  and  highway  facilities 
for  the  coininunity. 

8.  Improve  the  accessibility,  parking, 
vehicular  and  pedestrian  circulation 
within  the  V;olf  Point  do^^mtovm  area. 

9.  Provide  transportation  facilities  for 
the  elderly. 

10.  Encourage  adequate  freight  services. 

Agriculture 

Goal;   Encourage  the  continued  growth 
of  Agricultural  Economy. 

Objectives: 

1.  Ensure  recognition  of  the  importance 
of  agriculture  to  the  economic  base 
of  the  community. 

2.  Develop  preventive  measures  against 
urban  sprawl  moving  into  agricul- 
tural areas. 

3.  Encourage  protective  measures  such 
as  flood  control,  soil  and  water 
conservation  for  agricultural  lands. 

4.  Develop  livestock  sales  ring  facil- 
ities . 

5.  Promote  the  development  of  irri- 
gation systemis. 


Natural  Resources 

Goal:  Provide  for  the  utilization  of 
natural  resources  while  retaining  en- 
vironm.ental  quality. 

Objectives : 

1.  Provide  protection  and  proper  manage- 
ment of  natural  resources. 

2,  Encourage  measures  which  will  minimize 
air  and  water  pollution. 

Environment 


Goal; 


Provide  for  an  attractive  environ- 


ment" within  the  developed  portions  of  the 
Wolf  Point  Planning  Area  and  the  protection 
of  the  natural  environment  within  undevel- 
oped portions. 

Objectives : 

1.  Recognize  the  need  for  continued  sur- 
veillance of  blighted  and  mixed  land 
use  areas  and  the  development  of 
programs  to  reduct  or  eliminate  the 
effects  caused  by  their  existance. 

2.  Encourage  the  maintenance  of  vacant 
lots,  alleys,  boulevards,  and  rural 
roadv/ays . 

3.  Encourage  the  use  of  screening  between 
residential,  comj-aercial  and  areas  set 
aside  for  light  industry. 

4.  Establish  a  program  for  improvem.ent 
of  entrances  to  the  community. 
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5.  Provide  for  land  use  controls  which 
will  prevent  incompatible  land  use 
development  in  the  future. 

6.  Encourage  regulations  which  control 
the  use  of  signs  along  public  high- 
ways and  thoroughfares. 

7.  Promote  a  sense  of  community  pride 
within  residents  of  the  Planning 
Area. 

8.  Determine  mosquito  control  measures. 
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Included  in  the  total  number  of  residen- 
tial structures,  composed  of  single- 
fcimily  units,  duplexes,  and  apartments, 
are  1,334  dwelling  units.   Of  the  total 
number  of  dwelling  units,  69  were  not 
occupied.   An  additional  156  transient 
housing  units  are  to  be  found  in  motel 
and  hotel  structures  (see  Table  35  ) . 


TABLE  35 
WOLF  POINT  DWELLING  UNITS 


chapter  (^ 


TYPE  OF  HOUSING 


Single  Family 

Conventional 

Mobile  Homes 
Multiple  Unit  Housing 

Duplexes 

Apartments 
Public  Housing  (Indian) 
Nursing  Home  Units 


TOTAL  DWELLING  UNITS    1,117 


Transient  Housing 

Hotels  -  Motels        111 

TOTAL  1,228 


DWELLING  UNITS 


City 

Fringe 

Total 

841 

171 

1,012 

62 

7 

69 

44 

4 

48 

124 

9 

133 



26 

26 

46 

— 

46 

217 


45 
262 


1,334 


156 


1,490 
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WOLF  POINT  HOUSING 


The  following  analysis  utilizes  data 
provided  by  the  1970  U.  S.  Census  and 
information  gathered  from  the  19  72 
structural  survey  previously  mentioned 
in  the  Land-Use  section  of  this  report. 
Under  separate  contract,  the  VJolf 
Point  City-County  Planning  Board  re- 
quired tliat  special  emphasis  be  given 
to  social  and  economic  characteristics 
of  the  population  living  in  areas 
having  a  high  percentage  of  substandard 
structures.   To  comply  with  this  special 
contract,  interview  information  gathered 
by  "Action  for  Eastern  Montana"  was 
utilized,  allowing  identification  of 
the  types  of  housing  needed  within  the 
Planning  Area. 


Types  and  Number  of  Dwelling  Units 

Number  and  condition  of  residential 
structures  were  discusses  previously 
in  the  Land-Use  section  of  this  report 
(see  "Condition  of  Structures, "-Land 
Use  section.)   Most  residential  struc- 
tures are  for  single-family  occupancy 
and  of  frame  construction.   Of  the 
1,155  residential  structures  in  the 
Planning  Area,  957  (82.9%)  are  in  the 
City  of  Wolf  Point,  and  19  8  (17.1?;)  are 
located  in  the  incorporated  portions 
of  the  Planning  Area.   Mobile  homes 
constitute  a  small  but  growing  portion 
of  the  total  number  of  residential 
structures. 


Included  in  the  total  number  of  residen- 
tial structures,  composed  of  single- 
family  units,  duplexes,  and  apartments, 
are  1,334  dwelling  ujiits.   Of  the  total 
number  of  dwelling  units,  69  were  not 
occupied.   An  additional  156  transient 
housing  units  are  to  be  found  in  motel 
and  hotel  structures  (see  Table  35  ) . 


TABLE  35 
WOLF  POINT  DWELLING  UNITS 


TYPE  OF  HOUSING 


DWELLING  UNITS 


City 

Fringe 

Total 

Single  Family 

Conventional 

841 

171 

1,012 

Mobile  Homes 

62 

7 

69 

Multiple  Unit  Housing 

Duplexes 

44 

4 

48 

Apartments 

124 

9 

133 

Public  Housing 

(Indian) 



26 

26 

Nursing  Home  Units 

46 

— 

46 

TOTAL  DWELLING  UNITS    1,117 


Transient  Housing 
Hotels  -  Motels 

TOTAL 


111 


1,228 


217 


45 
262 


1,334 


156 


1,490 
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Housing  Plafining  Area 


NUMBER    OF    HOMES    IN     SECTION 
HOUSING    AREAS' 


Condition  of  Housing 

Table  _36^  outlines  the  condition  of  per- 
manent dwelling  units  within  the  Wolf 
Point  Planning  Area.   Criteria  used 
in  evaluating  residential  structures 
were  discussed  previously  in  the  Land- 
Use  section  of  this  report  (see 
"Condition  of  Structures,"  Land-Use 
section) .   Approximately  18  percent 
of  housing  in  the  Wolf  Point  Planning 
Area  is  found  in  a  deteriorated  or 
substandard  condition.   Of  the  below- 
average  dwelling  units,  171  (12.8%) 


are  to  be  found  in  the  City  of  Wolf 
Point,  and  7  3  (5.5%)  are  located  in 
the  rural  portions  of  the  Planning 
Area. 

Figure   8   illustrates  the  condition 
of  housing  outside  the  City  of  Wolf 
Point.   The  aerial  photographs. 
Figures   9   and  10  ,  indicate  blocks 
within  the  City  of  Wolf  Point  which 
contain  deteriorated  or  substandard 
housing  units.   Specific  reference 
is  made  to  the  degree  of  incidence 
of  below-average  housing  within  and 
immediately  surrounding  the  City 
of  Wolf  Point. 


.  TABLE   36 
DWELLING  UNITS  -  WOLF  POINT  PLANNING  AREA 


Below  Average 


City  of  Wolf  Point 

Good 

% 

Average 

i 

Average 
Deteriorated 

% 

Deteriorated 

Deteriorated 
%   Substandard 

% 

Sub- 
Standard 

% 

Total 

% 

Single  Family 
Mobile  Homes 
Duplex  Units 
Multiple  Family 

252 

53 

6 

89 

30.  0 
85.3 
13.6 
52.5 

377 

7 
22 
40 

44.8 
11.3 
50.0 
23.5 

SB 
12 

10  .  '•) 
0.0 
0.0 
7.1 

68 

1 

16 

21 

8.1 

1.6 

36.4 

12.4 

15 
5 

1.8 
0.0 
0.0 
2.9 

41 
1 

3 

4.8 
1.6 
0.0 
1.7 

841 
62 
44 

170 

100 
100 
100 
100 

Rural  Planning  Area 

Single  Family 
Mobile  Homes 
Duplex  b'nxts 
Multiple  Family 

44 
4 

26 
3 

25.1 

57.1 

100.0 

33.3 

51 
2 

29.1 

28.6 

0.0 

0.0 

14 

8.0 
0.0 
0.0 
0.0 

17 

1 

6 

9.7 
14.3 

0.0 
66.7 

9 

5.2 

0.0 
0.0 
0.0 

40 

22.9 
0.0 
0.0 
0.0 

175 

7 

26 

9 

100 
100 
100 
100 

Total  Planning  Area 

Single  Family 
Mobile  Homes 
Duplex  Units 
Multiple  Family 

296 
57 
32 
92 

29.1 
82.6 
45.7 
51.4 

428 

9 

22 

40 

42.1 
13.0 
31.4 
22.3 

102 
12 

10.0 
0.0 
0.0 
6.7 

85 

2 

16 

27 

8.4 

2.9 

22.9 

15.1 

24 
5 

2.4 
0.0 
0.0 
2.8 

81 
1 

3 

8.0 
1.5 
0.0 
1.7 

1,016 

69 

70 

179 

100 
100 
100 
100 

81 
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Housing  Conditions 
North  Wolf  Point 
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Housing  Conditions 
South  Wolf  Point 


(§) 


1  jnch=  400  feet 


N 


m 


ousing  Conditions 
South  Wolf  Point 


1  lnch=  400  feet 


N 


BELOW  AVERAGE  HOUSING 
structures  per  block 


over  5 


Tenure  and  Vacancy  of  Housing 


Review  of  types  of  occupancy  and 
availability  of  housing  units  for 
sale  or  rent  gives  an  indication  of 
present  and  future  housing  needs. 
Table  37  numerically  classifies  all 
housing  units  within  the  Planning 
Area  according  to  whether  or  not 
these  units  are  occupied  or  vacant. 
From  this  data,  the  following  con- 
clusions are  evident: 

1.  Over  50  percent  of  all  housing  is 
owner-occupied. 

2.  Of  the  renter-occupied  units,  the 
highest  percent  (37.5)  occurs  within 
the  City  of  Wolf  Point. 

3.  Less  than  one  percent  of  the  total 
number  of  housing  units  is  available 
for  sale. 


TABIE  37 
OCCUPANCY/ VACANCY 


4.  Few  rental  units  are  available  within 
the  Planning  Area,  and,  from  all  in- 
dications, many  (more  than  half)  of 
the  units  available  for  rent  ars  in- 
adequate in  quality  and  cannot  be 
counted  as  part  of  the  housing  supply. 

5.  Since  a  large  number  of  vacant  structures 
are  in  substandard  condition,  few  of  them 
can  be  counted  as  part  of  the  available 
housing  supply.   (Note  here  that  the 
5.2%  vacancy  rate  does  not  give  a  valid 
indication  of  available  housing,  since  the 
poor  condition  of  vacant  structures 

is  not  reflected  by  this  ratio  of  vacant 
to  currently  occupied  structures.   Al- 
though a  5%  vacancy  rate  is  usually  con- 
sidered adequate  to  allow  for  immigration, 
changing  family  demands,  and  changing 
family  preferences,  this  standard  figure 
assumes  that  the  available  housing  is 
in  reasonably  good  condition,  meets  the 
needs  of  the  consumer,  and  is  located  in 
areas  the  consumer  prefers) . 


STATUS 


Owner 


Renter 


%      Rent 


Vacant 
Sale 


Other 


:ity  of  Wolf 
Point 

iwelling  Units 
.117 


643 


57.6 


419 


37.5  40  3.6 


5.0 


'ringe  Area 
iwellinci   Units 
17 


141 


65.0 


61 


28.2 


2.9 


3.6 


otal  Planning 

Area 

(welling  Units 


784 


58.8 


480 


36.0  41 

34 


3.4 


14 


1.1 


Characteristics  of  Persons  In 
Dwelling  Units 


Housing  Rental  Costs 


An  examination  of  the  number  of  persons 
per  dwelling  unit  gives  some  indication 
of  the  ability  of  the  current  housing 
supply  to  meet  housing  demands.   Size  of 
dwelling  units  presently  in  demand  is  also 
suggested  (See  Table  38) .   The  distri- 
bution of  the  number  of  persons  per 
dwelling  unit  in  the  rural  portions  of 
the  Planning  Area  indicates  that  there 
are  more  persons  per  unit  and  m.ore  per- 
sons per  room  in  the  rural  areas  than 
in  the  City  of  Wolf  Point.   Within 
the  City  of  Wolf  Point,  over  half  of 
the  dwelling  units  contain  two  persons 
or  less.   An  additional  twenty- five 
percent  of  the  dwelling  units  average 
three  or  four  persons  per  unit. 


Of  the  City  of  Wolf  Point's  total 
owner-occupied  housing,  over  36  per- 
cent falls  within  the  low  price  range 

{$0-$9,999),  and  58.8  percent  falls 
within  the  medium  price  range 

($10,000-$24,999) .   In  the  rural  areas 
over  50  percent  of  the  housing  falls 
within  the  medium  price  range.   Table 

38  also  reveals  that  very  little 
housing  in  the  entire  Planning  Area 
is  high  priced  ($25,000+). 

When  compared  to  costs  elsewhere  in 
Montana  and  the  United  States,  the 
cost  of  rental  housing  within  the 


TABLE  38 
COUNT  OF  UNITS  BY  NUMBER  OF  PERSONS  IN  UNIT 


'olf  Point 
Percent 


lural  Area 
Percent 


Per 

Per 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

Unit 

Room 

229 

266 

144 

114 

102 

57 

28 

33 

3.1 

.66 

23.5 

27.3 

14.8 

11.8 

10.5 

5.9 

2.9 

3.4 

47 

68 

48 

45 

49 

29 

15 

22 

3.8 

.75 

14.6 

21.1 

14.9 

13.9 

15.2 

9.0 

4.6 

6.7 
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Planning  Area  would  appear  to  be  rela- 
tively low.   Table   39  presents  a 
summary  of  rental  costs  per  month  for 
selected  renter-occupied  units  within 
the  City  of  Wolf  Point  and  in  rural  areas. 
Within  the  City  of  Wolf  Point,  72  per- 
cent of  the  renter-occupied  units  cost 
less  than  $79.00  per  month  to  rent.   Al- 
most 94  percent  of  these  units  rent  for 
less  than  $100.00  per  month.   In  the 


rural  areas,  over  9  6  percent  of  the 
units  rent  for  less  than  $80.00  per 
month.   From  a  review  of  rents  charged 
within  the  Planning  Area,  at  least  three 
inferences  can  be  drawn.   First,  many 
of  the  renters  make  low  incomes,  second, 
most  housing  available  for  rent  is  in 
the  lower  price  range,  and  third,  rental 
units  of  high  quality  are  simply  not 
available. 


TABLE     39 


SELECTED   OITOER-OCCUPIED   UNITS    BY    $   VALUE 


$  Under  5,000 
$  5,000  —  9,999 
$10,000-14,999 
$15,000-19,999 
$20,000-24,999 
$25,000-34,999 
$35,000-49,999 
$50,000  + 


Wolf 

Point 

% 

66 

12.5 

125 

23.6 

128 

24.2 

145 

27.4 

38 

7.2 

24 

4.5 

2 

.4 

1 

.2 

529 


100.0 


Rural 

Area 

% 

21 

31 

8 

13 

19 

7 

11 

16 

7 

12 

18 

2 

5 

7 

6 

3 

4 

5 

1 

1 

_5 

66 

100 

0 

Source:   U.S.  Census  of  Housing 
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TABLE  40 
SELECTED  RENTER-OCCUPIED  UNITS  BY  MONTHLY  RENT 


$  Under 

40 

$  40   - 

59 

$  60   - 

79 

$  80   - 

99 

$100   - 

119 

$120   - 

149 

$150   - 

199 

$200   - 

299 

Wolf 

Point 

% 

20 

6.0 

71 

21.1 

151 

44.9 

73 

21.7 

15 

4.5 

4 

1.2 

2 

.6 

— 



Rural 

Area 

% 

13 

22.8 

15 

26.3 

27 

47.4 

2 

3.5 

336 


100.0 


57 


100.0 


Source:   U.S.  Census  of  Housing 


Social  Characteristics  of  Substandard 

Housing  Areas 


To  better  understand  housing  needs  within 
the  Planning  Area,  special  emphasis  has 
been  given  to  areas  having  a  significant 
nurnber  of  substandard  structures.   Ten 
areas  are  identified  graphically  on 
the  Planning  Area  Condition-of-Structures 
illustration.   These  areas  correspond  to 
those  denoted  in  Table   41. 


General  social  characteristics  of  each 
substandard  housing  area  are  described 
below: 

Area  l--the  majority  of  heads  of 
households  in  this  area  are  either 
widowed  or  separated  females  from 
either  Indian  or  white  ethnic 
groups.   45  percent  of  the  heads 
of  households  have  at  least  com- 
pleted high  school,  live  by  them- 
selves in  rented  apartments  or 
houses,  are  employed,  and  earn  less 
than  $3,000  per  year  or  are  on 
welfare. 
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SOCIAL  CHARACTERISTICS  OF  SUB-STANDARD  HOUSING  AREAS 
AREA  1     J.  3^     4      5      6      7      8      9      10 

1.   Sex  of  Head  of  Household 

Male 

Female 
Marital  Status  of  Head 
of  Household 

Single 

Married 

Separated 

Divorced 

Widowed 
3.   Ethnic  Group 

White 

Indian 

Other 
Age  Group  of  Households 

Under  5 

5  to  17 

18  to  34 

35  to  64 

65  + 
5.   Educational  Attainment 

Head  of  Household 

Aver.  yrs.  completed 

Completed  Less  than  5 

years 

Completed  High  School 

or  more 

Children  Attending  School 

1-6 

7-12 

Completed  High  School 

or  more 


8 

6 

8 

3 

7 

2 

1 

5 

2 

11 

3 

4 

8 

0 

1 

- 

- 

- 

3 

4 

_ 

1 

_ 

2 

1 

7 

5 

8 

- 

3 

2 

1 

- 

5 

1 

2 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

1 

- 

3 

1 

_ 

_ 

- 

- 

_ 

5 

2 

3 

8 

1 

1 

- 

- 

- 

3 

10.5 

7 

6.5 

9 

5.5 

.5 

1 

_ 

3 

1 

8.5 

1 

5.5 

2 

1.5 

2.5 

- 

- 

2 

3.5 

— 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

.5 

14 

6 

4 

_ 

1 

2 

2 

_ 

6 

_ 

10 

4 

31 

- 

6 

10 

5 

- 

4 

1 

17 

5  • 

7 

- 

2 

1 

_ 

_ 

6 

_ 

8 

8 

10 

2 

8 

2 

2 

_ 

4 

6 

2 

6 

3 

10 

1 

1 

- 

- 

- 

3 

8.1 

8.8 

6.0 

2.6 

5.7 

5.0 

8.0 

- 

2.4 

1.0 

21% 

22% 

47% 

82% 

43% 

33% 

0% 

- 

40% 

100% 

44% 

22% 

17% 

9% 

29% 

0% 

0% 

- 

40% 

0% 

6 

3 

15 

0 

_ 

4 

2 

_ 

1 

_ 

4 

3 

11 

0 

4 

1 

2 

- 

- 

1 

AREA 
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6.   Household  Size 

One 

Two 

Three  to  Four 

Five  to  Eight 

Over  Eight 
Employment  Status  of  Head 
of  Household 

Employed 

Unemployed 

Retired 
8.   Source  of  Income 

Wages 

Welfare 

Social  Security 

Pension 

Other 
Annual  Income 

$  0  -  2,999 

$3,000  -  4,999 

$5,000  -  7,999 

$8,000  + 

10.  Health  &  Physical  Problems 
Percent  Evident 

11.  Housing  Tenure 
Own 

Rent 

12.  Rent/Payment 

Monthly  Average 


11 
4 
4 

10 
4 
3 


11 
5 
2 

1 

26% 

4 
15 


50^ 


6 
3 
2 

1 

561 


10 

1 


10 

1 
4 
6 


73% 


1 
10 


2 

1 

3 
1 
2 
1 

29% 

3 
4 


2 

1 

1.5 

1.0 

.5 

1 
2 


33% 
3 


1 
0% 

1 


1.5 

3.5 

1.5 

.5 
1.5 
1.5 

2 

3 


0%   100% 


$63    $47    $45    $55    $51    $80    $85 


$84    $50 
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Area  2 — in  this  area,  heads  of 
households  are,  for  the  most  part, 
white  males  in  or  approaching 
retirement  and  with  relatively 
older  families.   Half  of  these 
heads  of  households  are  working 
for  wages  and  half  are  either  on 
social  security  or  some  other 
form  of  pension.   Incomes  range 
from  nothing  to  $8,000  per  year. 
Average  rent  is  $47.00  per  month. 
Health  or  physical  problems  are 
in  evidence  for  fifty  percent  of 
the  families  living  in  this  area. 

Area  3 — here,  white-Indian  ethnic 
groups  are  evenly  distributed. 
Heads  of  households  are  predomin- 
ately male.   Both  younger  and 
older  families  live  here.   The 
average  school-year  completed  is 
the  sixth  grade,  although  there 
are  a  large  number  of  children  at- 
tending school.   Households  range 
in  size  from  three  to  eight. 
Half  of  the  heads  of  households  are 
employed,  making  less  than  $5,000 
annually.   The  rest  are  either  un- 
employed or  retired. 


Area  4 — this  area  contains  mostly 
widowed  and  divorced  women  of  retire- 
ment age.   Few  have  completed  more 
than  five  years  of  school.   Most  live 
alone  and  are  retired.   Most  have 
social  security  or  require  some  form 
of  welfare  assistance.   Most  live  on 
incomes  of  less  than  $3,000.   They 
pay  an  average  rent  of  $55.00  per 
month.   Over  70  percent  have  evident 
health  problems. 

Area  5 — heads  of  households  in  this 
area  are  predominantly  white  males  of 
mixed  marital  status  with  large 
families.   Educational  attainment  is 
low,  less  than  thirty  percent  of  the 
heads  of  households  having  completed 
any  more  than  high  school.   Most  earn 
less  than  $8,000  annually.   Half  own 
their  homes.   The  average  rent  for  the 
rest  is  $51.00  per  month. 

Area  6 — Young,  large  Indian  families 
are  prevalent  in  this  area.   Only  a 
few  heads  of  households  have  graduated 
from  high  school.   Most  are  employed 
and  earn  incomes  under  $8,000  per  year. 
They  ov;n  their  ov/n  homes,  paying 
$30.00  per  month  for  their  housing. 

Area  7 — Prevalent  within  this  area 
are  young,  large  white  families.   Male 
heads  of  households  are  employed, 
earning  an  average  of  $8,000  annually. 
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Heads  of  households  own  their  own 
homes,  making  payments,  on  the 
average,  of  $85.00  per  month. 

Area  8 — this  area  did  not  contain 
any  substandard  housing. 

Area  9--Both  Indian  and  white 
families  share  substandard  housing 
within  this  area.   The  male  heads 
of  households  are  married.   47 
percent  of  them  have  completed 
high  school  or  gone  beyond.   These 
men  are  employed,  making  incomes 
of  less  than  $8,000  per  year. 
Some  of  these  men  own  their  own 
homes.   The  average  monthly  pay- 
ment for  housing  is  $84.00. 

Area  10 — in  this  area,  older, 
smaller  Indian  fam.ilies  predominate. 
Housing  is  largely  substandard. 
Heads  of  households  are  mostly 
widov;ed  females.   Few  have  com- 
pleted five  years  of  school.   Most 
are  retired  and  on  pensions. 
Annual  income  averages  under  $5,000 
per  year.   Most  own  their  own  homes, 
paying  an  average  of  $50.00  monthly 
for  housing. 

Future  Housing  Demands; 
Wolf  Point  Planning  Area 

The  structural  survey  indicated  that  130 
housing  units  were  in  a  deteriorating 
condition.   Several  of  these  units 
could  be  renovated,  however.   At  least 
50  percent  of  the  deteriorating  units 
will  require  replacement.   Another 
114  housing  units  v;ere  classified  as 
substandard.   Occupied  substandard 


housing  should  be  removed  and  replaced 
in  the  near  future.   Abandoned  sub- 
standard housing  should  be  torn  down. 

Findings: 

From  Table   42 ,  which  outlines  future 
housing  demands,  it  may  be  gathered  that 
the  future  demand  for  housing  in  the 
Planning  Area  will  be  substantial.   One 
of  the  primary  reasons  for  the  antici- 
pated high  demand  is  the  necesiity  for 
replacement  of  substandard  structures. 
Additional  housing  demands  will  parallel 
increases  in  the  population.   Thus,  it 
is  anticipated  that,  by  199  3,  715  new 
housing  units  will  be  needed. 

Four  types  of  housing  will  be  needed: 

1.  Housing  units  for  rent  or  for  sale 
will  be  needed  within  the  Planning  Area. 

2.  New,  well-designed  apartment  units, 
possibly  condominiums,  will  be  in  demand 
in  Wolf  Point  by  19  80.   Two-  and  three- 
bedroom  single-family  units  will  be  needed 
within  the  Planning  Area. 

3.  Replacements  for  owner-occupied  housing 
will  have  to  be  provided.   Federal  pro- 
grams will  have  to  be  used  since  many  of 
the  needed  replacements  v/ill  have  to  cost 
$10,000  or  less.   Such  housing  is  needed 
particularly  in  the  rural  sections  of 

the  Planning  Area.   Within  the  City  of  Wolf 
Point,  the  greatest  demand  will  be  for 
housing  in  the  $10,000  to  $20,000  range. 
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4.   Units  renting  for  $60.00  per  month 
are  presently  in  demand  v/ithin  the 
Planning  Area.   Federal  assistance  v/ill 
have  to  be  considered  for  persons  in 
the  low  and  moderate  income  brackets. 
A  public  housing  authority  should  be 
formed  in  the  relatively  near  future. 


Table  43  outlines  special  housing 
assistance  needs  for  those  living  in 
areas  containing  substandard  housing. 
Eligibility  for  assistance  and  estimated 
demand  for  assistance  were  based  on  the 
social  characteristics  of  those  cur- 
rently residing  in  these  area. 


Population  (medium  range) 

Persons  per  Kousehold 

Required  Housing  Units 

Vacancy  Rate  at  5  percent 

Total  Unit  Demand 

Supply  of  Current  Housing 

(good  and  average  condition) 

New  Housing  Required 


TABLE 

42 

FUTURE  HOUSING  DEMANDS 

1970 

1975 

1980 

1985 

1990 

1993 

3872 

3939 

3982 

4485 

5180 

5389 

3.4 

3.4 

3.4 

3.3 

3.3 

3. 

3 

1139 

1159 

1171 

1359 

1570 

1633 

57 

58 

59 

68 

79 

82 

1196 

1217 

1230 

1427 

1649 

1715 

1100 

1090 

1063 

1036 

1010 

1000 

127 


167 


391 


639 


715 


♦Estimated  0.5  percent  per  year  dwelling  unit  depletion. 
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?using  Area 

>using 

Senior  Citizens 
jOW   &  Moderate 

Income 


TABLE    43 


HOUSING   ASSISTANCE    ELIGIBILITY 
WOLF    POINT    PLANNING    AREA 


24180000 
91315000 


Estimated  Demand 


9 

10 

Total 

1973-75 

1976-85 

1986-93 

0 

1 

16 

20 

25 

20 

4 

.1 

24 

30 

40 

30 

idian  Housing 


>enior  Citizens 

2 

0 

2 

2 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

1 

8 

4OW  &  Moderate 

Income 

5 

1 

4 

0 

1 

2 

0 

0 

1 

1 

15 

18 

6 

10 

11 

6 

3 

0 

0 

5 

4 

63 

10 

20 

15 

20 

30 

20 

80 

115 

85 

93 


Findings: 

1.   Condition  of  School  Structures 


chapter  (^ 


with  the  exception  of  the  Old  North- 
side  Elementary  School,  all  school 
structures  have  been  either  re- 
modeled or  newly  constructed  within 
the  last  decade.   The  Southside 
Elementary  School,  originally 
built  in  1937,  is  structurally 
sound,  having  been  remodeled  in 
1968.   The  Northside  Elementary 
School,  constructed  in  1957,  was 
also  remodeled  in  1968.   This 
structure  as  well  as  the  recently 
constructed  Wolf  Point  High  School 
(both  a  junior-high  and  a  high 
school  facility)  have  sound  basic 
structures.   Frontier  Elementary 
School,  located  in  Elementary 
District  3  and  first  constructed 
in  1963,  is  also  structurally 
sound.   Hov/ever,  the  Old  North- 
side  Elementary  School  is  presently 
in  poor  condition,  both  structurally 
and  functionally  and  is  being  used 
as  a  standby  facility. 

2.   Design  Capacity  of  Schools 

From  Table  45  ,  it  may  be  seen 
that  Wolf  Point  High  School, 
serving  both  junior-high-school 
and  high-school  pupils,  has  a 
design  capacity  for  800  pupils 
and  a  present  enrollment  of  667 
pupils,  leaving  a  surplus  capa- 
city for  133  pupils.   For  such 
an  institution  to  be  accredited, 
the  teacher-pupil  ratio  should 
be  one  teacher  to  25  or  fev/er 
pupils.   The  four  elementary 
schools  located  within  this 


WOLF  POINT:   COMMUNITY  FACILITIES 


Community  facilities  stand  as  physical 
evidence  of  governmental  service  on 
behalf  of  the  public.   Such  facilities 
are  important  components  of  the  Wolf 
Point  Planning  Area.   A  lack  of  adequate 
service  facilities  can  constrain  the 
future  development  of  a  city,  whereas 
a  sufficiency  of  such  facilities 
can  enhance  community  life  in  the  present 
and  also  improve  it  in  the  future.   An 
inventory  and  evaluation  of  schools, 
park  and  recreational  facilities, 
fire-  and  police-protection  facilities, 
and  municipal  and  county  facilities  is 
presented  in  this  section.   In  the 
following  discussion,  both  present 
and  anticipated  future  population 
demands  are  taken  into  consideration. 

Educational  Facilities 


High  School  District  45A,  including 
Elementary  School  Districts  3  and  45, 
serves  that  area  of  Roosevelt  County 
located  between  the  western  border  and 
a  north-south  line  roughly  twenty  miles 
east  of  the  western  border.   District 
45A  also  serves  a  small,  adjacent 
northern  section  of  McCone  County. 
The  geographical  area  served  is  103 
square  miles.   An  inventory  of  the 
various  elementary  and  secondary 
school  facilities  in  this  area  is 
presented  in  Table  44  .   Factors 
such  as  site  size,  number  of  rooms, 
and  niimber  of  playfields  have  been 
considered. 
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Findings : 

1.  Condition  of  School  Structures 

With  the  exception  of  the  Old  North- 
side  Elementary  School,  all  school 
structures  have  been  either  re- 
modeled or  newly  constructed  within 
the  last  decade.   The  Southside 
Elementary  School,  originally 
built  in  1937,  is  structurally 
sound,  having  been  remodeled  in 
196  8.   The  Northside  Elementary 
School,  constructed  in  1957,  was 
also  remodeled  in  1968.   This 
structure  as  well  as  the  recently 
constructed  Wolf  Point  High  School 
(both  a  junior-high  and  a  high 
school  facility)  have  sound  basic 
structures.   Frontier  Elementary 
School,  located  in  Elementary 
District  3  and  first  constructed 
in  1963,  is  also  structurally 
sound.   However,  the  Old  North- 
side  Elementary  School  is  presently 
in  poor  condition,  both  structurally 
and  functionally  and  is  being  used 
as  a  standby  facility. 

2.  Design  Capacity  of  Schools 

From  Table  45  ,  it  may  be  seen 
that  Wolf  Point  High  School, 
serving  both  junior-high-school 
and  high-school  pupils,  has  a 
design  capacity  for  800  pupils 
and  a  present  enrollment  of  667 
pupils,  leaving  a  surplus  capa- 
city for  133  pupils.   For  such 
an  institution  to  be  accredited, 
the  teacher-pupil  ratio  should 
be  one  teacher  to  25  or  fev/er 
pupils.   The  four  elementary 
schools  located  within  this 


TABLE   4  4 

School  Facility  Inventory 


School  District 


NAME  OF  SCHOOL 
DATE  BUILT 

Original  Building 

Additions,  Major  Repairs 
SITE  SIZE  (Acres) 

Total  Site  Area 

Building  Area 

Playground  Area 
NUMBER  CLASSROOMS  (Total) 

Regular  Classrooms 

Other  Instruction  Rooms 
SERVICE  ROOMS 

Gymnasium 

Auditorium 

Coniijined   Gym-Auditorium 

Cafeteria 

Library 

Laboratory 

Arts  and  Crafts 

Shops 

Offices 

Other  Teachers'  Lounge 
PLAYFIELDS  (number) 

Basketball 

Football 

Tennis  Courts 

Other 
PLAYGROUND  APPARATUS 


Wolf  Point  High  School 

1969 

None 


28. 

2. 
26. 
36 
30 

6 

1 

1 

1 

1 
2 

1 

1 
7 

1 

1 


North  S 

ide 

Old  North 

S 

ide 

South  S 

Lde 

Frontier 

1957 

1936 

1937 

1963 

1968 

— 

1968 

— 

2.8 

1.5 

2.8 

5.0 

.8 

.07 

1.0 

1.0 

2.9 

— 

1.8 

4.0 

12 

2 

17 

8 

12 

2 

17 

8 

— 

3 

1 

— 

Available 


Available 


Available 
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district  have  a  combined  design 
capacity  for  930  pupils  which, 
considering  the  current  school 
population  of  604  pupils,  leaves 
a  surplus  capacity  for  326  pupils. 
For  elementary-school  accredi- 
tation, the  average  class  load 
should  be  28  pupils. 

The  present  School  System  utilizing 
the  previous  standards  can  accommo- 
date an  additional  459  pupils.   En- 
rollment forecasts  for  1993  in- 
dicate that  space  m.ust  be  provided 
for  an  additional  377  students, 
197  of  whom  will  use  the  high- 
school  facilities. 

With  respect  to  secondary  school 
facilities,  this  may  require  that 


classroom  space  be  made  avail- 
able within  the  Wolf  Point  High 
School  for  an  additional  64 
students. 

Assuming  that  the  Old  North- 
side  School  is  phased  out,  elemen- 
tary-school facilities  would  be 
approaching  their  design  capacity 
when  they  accept  the  18  0  addition- 
al pupils  anticipated  by  1993. 
The  Northside  Schoold  would  receive 
a  large  amount  of  these  new 
students  since  a  major  portion 
of  new  residential  development 
anticipated  to  the  north  and  north- 
west of  the  present  Wolf  Point 
corporate  limits. 


School  Facility 

Vlolf   Point  High  School 
7-12 


TABLE  45 
STUDENT  DESIGN  CAPACITY 


Number  of  • 
Classrooms 


30 


Teacher-Pupil 
Ratio 


1-25 


Design 
Capacity 

800 


1971-72 

Enrollment 


667 


Surplus 
Capacity 

133 


Northside  Elementary 
1-6 

Old  North  Side 


12 

4 


1  -  25* 
1  -  28* 


270 
100 


247 

0 


23 
100 


South  Side  Elementary 
1-6 


17 


1  -  28* 


400 


250 


150 


Frontier  Elementary 
1-8 


1-2! 


160 


107 


53 


*Refers  to  average  class  load  rather  than  teacher-pupil  ratio. 
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3.   School  Site  Standards  and  Evaluation 

School  sites  should  be  planned 
in  relation  to  both  the  existing 
and  the  expected  future  pupil 
population  and  distribution. 
Custoinarily ,  a  slope  of  five 
percent  or  less  is  considered 
proper  for  the  developir.ent  of 
such  facilities  as  playgrounds, 
playfields,  and  building  sites. 
In  addition,  school  sites  should 
be  located  v/here  they  might  blend 
into  adjacent  marginal  and  po- 
tential expansion  areas. 

An  elementary  school,  serving  a 
densely  populated  neighborhood, 
should  have  a  minimum  site  size 
of  five  acres  which  would  serve 
up  to  300  pupils.   For  every 
additional  100  pupils,  another 
acre  should  be  added  to  the 
site.   Of  those  dv;ellings  served, 
the  furthest  from  the  site  should 
be  a  v/alking  distance  of  no  more 
than  one-half  mile.   In  areas  of 
low  population  density,  vjhere  some 
of  the  dwellings  served  might  well 
be  located  farther  from  the 
elementary-school  site  than  the 
recommended  walking  distance, 
the  school  would  have  to  provide 
bus  service.   Elementary-school 
design  features  should  include: 


a.  Location  near  the  center  of 
developed  residential  areas. 

b.  Location  near  or  adjacent  to 
other  community  facilities. 

c.  Location  at  point  v/here  site 
can  be  reached  by  footpath 
from  the  maximum  number  of 
dwelling  units.   Also,  those 
served  should  not  have  to 
cross  busy  streets. 

Ideally,  junior-high-school 
facilities  should  each  serve 
between  three  and  five  elemen- 
tary schools.   The  minimum  site 
size  should  be  ten  acres  in 
order  to  serve  up  to  300  pupils. 
Another  acre  should  be  added  to 
the  site  for  each  additional  100 
pupils.   These  standards  are 
asserted  by  the  Montana  State 
Board  of  Health.   The  recomjnended 
maximum  junior-high  enrollment 
is  450  pupils  per  school.   The 
suggested  maximum  walking  distance 
is  one  mile.   When  that  maximum 
distance  is  exceeded,  bus  service 
is  recommended. 
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PLANNING       BOUNDARY 
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SCHOOL! 
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FACILITIES 


EXISTING 
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n 


ELEMENTARY 
SCHOOL  [_ 

DISTRICT 
,NO. 


TABLE    46 

LOCATION,    SITE,    AND   ACCESSIBILITY    EVALUATION 
Locations  Site 


lool  Facility 

Area  Served    Adequa 

cy 

Present 
(Acres) 

Area 

Standards 

Needs 

Lf  Point  High 

So 

hoc 

1 

Urban-Rural     Good 

28.5 

24.0 

0 

-th  Side 

Urban-Rural    Good 

2.3 

5.0 

1.6 

i   Korth  Side 

(Overload  Facil- 
ity) 

1.5 





ith  Side 

Urban-Rural     Good 

2.8 

6.0 

2.6 

mtier 

Suburban-Rural  Good 

5.0 

5.0 

0 

Accessibilit 


Comment  Bus 

Meets    Standards  Good 

Not   Available  Good 

Not   Available  Good 

Meets    Standards  Good 


Walki 

Good 

Good 
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Senior-high-school  facilities 
generally  occupy  larger  areas 
than  junior-high  or  elementary 
facilities  do.   However,  the 
recorrjTiended  minimum  site  size 
is  the  same  as  for  junior-high 
facilities:   ten  acres  for  the 
first  300  pupils  and  an  addition- 
al acre  for  each  additional  100 
pupils.   These  recommendations 
do  not  take  into  account  the  space 
necessary  for  football  fields, 
tracks,  parking  areas  for  spec- 
tators, parking  areas  for  teachers 
and  pupils,  and  space  for  stadiums 
and  bleachers. 

Design  features  for  junior  and 
senior  high  schools  should  include: 

a.  Location  near  center  of 
student  population. 

b.  Location  adjacent  to  parks 
and  expansion  areas, 

c.  Adequate  screening  from 
noise  and  other  distractions, 

d.  Location  away  from  commercial 
and  industrial  areas. 

4.   Identification  of  School  Needs: 
District  45A: 

At  the  present  time,  all  school 
facilities  within  the  Wolf 
Point  Planning  Area  with  the 
exception  of  the  old  Northside 
facility  are  in  excellent 
structural  condition.   These 
facilities  are  well  located  and 


within  easy  access  to  the  District 
they  serve.   With  the  exception 
of  the  Northside  and  the  Southside 
elementary  schools,  school  sites 
are  generally  adequate.   In  the 
instances  of  Northside  and  South- 
side,  residential  development 
has  encompassed  both  schools 
preventing  expansion  of  either 
site.   Special  considerations 
include: 

(1)  With  the  phasing  out  of 
the  Old  Northside  facili- 
ty and  the  newer  North- 
side  Elementary  School 
approaching  design  capacity 
short  and  long  term  actions 
will  have  to  be  taken  during 
the  latter  half  of  the 
planning  period.   Bussing 
and  temporary  classrooms 
may  be  required  as  an 
interim  measure.   As  this 
occurs,  acquisition  of  a 
nev;  elementary  school  site 
should  be  considered  with- 
in the  newly  developing 
residential  area. 

(2)  Projected  high  school 
student  loads  can  be 
accommodated  within  the 
existing  high  school 
facility  through  tem.por- 
ary  conversion  of  three 
instruction  rooms  to 
regular  classroom  use. 
Consideration  however, 
should  be  given  at  this 
time  to  an  expansion 
program. 
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(3)   In  keeping  v;ith  the  Wolf 
Point  community  objective 
to  become  an  educational 
center,  consideration 
should  be  given  to  the 
establishment  of  a  regional 
vocational-technical  center 
within  the  Wolf  Point 
Planning  Area.   It  is  recom- 
mended that  the  center  be 
operated  in  conjunction 
with  the  High  School. 
For  this  reason,  the  site 
chosen  for  the  proposed 
center  is  adjacent  to  the 
present  High  School  Site. 

Parks  and  Recreational  Facilities 

Recreational  planning  should  include 
provision  for  facilities  satisfying 


the  needs  of  persons  of  all  ages.   A 
broad  spectrum  of  activities  ranging 
from  active  to  passive  should  be 
envisioned.   Parks,  playgrounds,  and 
other  outdoor  recreational  facilities 
should  be  developed  for  those  who 
choose  outdoor  activities. 

Parks  and  playgrounds  should  be  con- 
veniently distributed  for  ease  of 
access  from  all  parts  of  a  community. 
These  facilities  should  be  adequate 
in  size,  and  developed  in  such  a 
way  as  to  enhance  the  appearance  of 
a  community.   Park  land  should  never 
be  sold  or  devoted  to  non-recreational 
purposes  unless  substitute  park  land 
is  acquired. 

Findings : 

Compared  to  other  Montana  areas,  the 
Wolf  Point  Area  is  abundantly  supplied 
with  parks,  playfields,  playgrounds, 
and  recreational  sites  as  yet  un- 
developed. 


TABLE  47 
PUBLIC  RECREATION  AREAS 


Federal 

State 
Local 

City  of  Wolf  Point 

Legion 

Chamber  of  Commerce 

School  District 

TOTAL 


Number 

?icreage 

%  Total 

1 

2.8 

1.4 

1 

.5 

.2 

16 

127.6 

62.3 

1 

4.5 

2.2 

1 

35.2 

17,2 

4 

34.2 

16.7 

24 


204.9 


100.0 
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HQ       aOUMDARY 


Parks  &  Recreation-r  Existing  Facjilities 

numbers  refer  to  written  repol-t 


Table   47  outlines  the  acreage  of 
all  the  publicly  owned  land  within 
the  Planning  Area  upon  which  some 
form  of  recreation  is  a  specifi- 
cally recognized  use.   Because  utili- 
zation of  public  recreational  areas 
is  strongly  influenced  by  the  management 
policies  of  the  agencies  controlling 
them,  these  areas  are  classified  by 
type  of  governmental  supervision: 

1.   Recreation  Development  Standards 

Evaluating  a  park  or  open  space 
in  terms  of  the  demands  made  on 
the  land  requires  the  use  of 
standards  as  guides  for  future 
park  development.   The  recreation- 
al facilities  available  in  the 
Wolf  Point  Planning  Area  may  be 
classified  into  three  types: 
neighborhood,  community  and 
regional. 

Neighborhood  recreational  facili- 
ties include  playlets,  playgrounds 
and  parks.   Playlots  are  primarily 
for  pre-school  children.   These 
lots  are  effective  in  areas  of 
high  population  density.   Size  can 
range  from  2,000  to  5,000  square 
feet,  serving  a  population  of 
from  300  to  700  persons.   Because 
of  maintenance  costs,  playlots 


are  frequently  included  as  parts 
of  playgrounds.   Playgrounds  offer 
facilities  for  family  groups  and 
children  of  all  ages.   Playground 
areas  should  be  from  three  to  seven 
acres.   A  general  standard  would  be 
to  reserve  one  acre  for  every  80  0 
population.   To  reach  a  playground, 
one  should  not  have  to  travel  over 
one-half  mile.   If  land  is  avail- 
able, playgrounds  complement 
elementary  v/alking  distance  of 
all  homes  in  a  neighborhood.   Site 
size  may  vary  from  one  and  one-half 
to  seven  acres,  the  standard  being 
one  acre  for  every  1,000  persons. 

Community  recreastional  facilities 
serve  more  than  one  neighborhood. 
Being  larger  and  offering  a 
greater  variety  of  activities, 
the  two  generally  recognized 
types  are  the  playfield  and  the 
community  park.   The  playfield 
is  designed  to  serve  persons 
15  years  old  or  older.   This 
type  of  area  is  dedicated  pri- 
marily to  active,  organized 
play.   A  playfield  should  in- 
clude between  12  and  2  0  acres, 
one  acre  beinq  allocated  for 
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every  800  people.   The  preferred 
locations  for  playfields  are  near 
junior  or  senior  high  schools. 
Playfields  serve  areas  of  from 
one-half  to  one  mile  radius. 
Coirjuunity  parks  are  oriented  to 
soi?.ewhat  more  passive  forms  of 
recreation  than  are  playfields. 
These  parks  are  usually  located 
in  areas  offering  some  contact 
with  nature.   They  are  frequently 
larger  than  other  recreational 
facilities. 

Regional  recreational  facilities 
basically  favor  relatively  passive 
kinds  of  activity.   Natural  en- 
vironment is  of  fundamental  im- 
portance in  these  facilities 
which  often  take  the  form  of 
city-wide  parks  or  land  reserva- 
tions.  The  regional  park  is 
oriented  to  all  age  groups, 
allowing  for  many  different 
types  of  recreation.   The 
regional  park  should  accomodate 
a  large  population  and  may 
occupy  a  site  of  100  acres  or 
m.ore.   Maximum  travel-time  to 


such  a  park  should  be  30 
minutes.   The  standards  for  land 
reservations  are  very  flexible. 
Being  established  vjherever 
available  land  exists,  these 
reservations  frequently  empha- 
size wildlife  and  natural 
surroundings . 

Recreational  facilities  can  pro- 
vide space  for  a  considerable 
number  of  different  kinds  of 
activity.   Table  48  gives  an 
indication  of  the  amount  of 
space  which  should  be  made 
available  for  these  activities. 
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TABLE  48 
STANDARDS  FOR  RECREATIONAL  ACTIVITIES 


Type  of  Recreational  Activity 


iCtive  Recreation 
L.   Children' 


lay  Area 
(v;ith  equipment) 


Field  Flay  Areas  for 

Young  Children 

Older  Children-Adult  Field 

Sports  Activities 

Tennis-Outdoor  Basketball 

Other  Court  Sports 

SwiirjTiing 


Major  Boating  Activities 

Hiking-Camping-Korseback 
Riding-Nature  Study 
Golfing 


Passive  Recreation 
2. 


Picknicking 
Passive  Water  Sports 
Fishing- Rov/ing-Canoeing 
Zoos,  Arboretuir.s 
Botanical  Gardens 


Space  Requirement  for 
Activity  Per  Popula':ion 


0.5  acre/1,000  pop. 

1.5  acrss/1,000  pop. 
1.5  acres/1,00  0  po;?. 
1.0  acre3/5,00C  pop. 
1  outdoor  pool/25,000 

100  acres/50,000- 
10  acres/1,000  pop. 

1-18  hole  course 
per  25,000 

4  acr2s/l,000  pop. 

1  Lake  per  25,000 

pop. 

1  acre/1,000  pop. 

1  acre/1,000  pop. 


Ideal  Size  of 
Space  Req'd 

For  Activity 


1  acre 


3  acres 

15  acres 

2  acres 

Competition 
size  + 
wading  pool 
2  acres 
100  acres 
and  over 
500-1,000 
acres 
120  acres 


Varies 
20  acre 
water  area 
100  acres 


Recreational  Area  VJherein 
Activity  May  be  Located 


Playgrounds-Neighborhood 

Parks,  Comin.  Parks,  School 

Playgrounds 

Playgrounds-Neighborhood 

Parks,  Conm.  Parks 

Playf iold-Conununity  Park 

Regional  Park 

Playf ield-Comiriunity  Park 

Playfield-Cortmunity  Park 


Regional  Park  or  Reservation 

Regional  Park 

Comriunity  Park-Special   Facilit 


All  parks 

CoOTT.unity  Park-Special 
Regional   Reservations 
flajor  Park  or 
Special   Facility 
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49 


INVENTORY  OF  EXISTING  RECREATIONAL  FACILITIES 


lity 

Legion  Field 
Spinning  Pool 
Undeveloped  #1 
Undeveloped  S2 
Undeveloped  #3 
Undeveloped  #4 
Skating  Rink 
Highv;ay  2  Picnic 
Railroad  Car  Park 
Underpass  Park 
C.B.D.  Park 
City  Hall  Park 
Triangle  Park 
Scout  Park      .4 
Southside  Play- 
ground        .  3 
Sl-iating  Rink 
South  Park 
River  Park 
Airport  Course 
Stanpede  Grounds 
Wolf  Point  High 

School 
N.  Side  Elem.  2.0 
S.  Side  Elen.  1.8 
Frontier  Sch.  4.0 

8.5 


Child 

- 

rens 

Play 

Play 

Field 

Area 

Area 

Sports 

2.0 

2.6 

1.0 

2.8 
3.0 


Swim-  Skat-  Boating  Hiking 
ming   ing   Access   Nature 


Horse  Pas- 

Golf-  Back    Picnic-  Camp-  Indoor  sive 
ing    Riding   ing     ing   Rec.    Rec. 


Undev- 

eloped 

Ooen 

Spaces 

Total 

4.6 

2.2 

3.6 

3.6 

1.2 

1.2 

.4 

.  4 

3,6 

3.6 

.4 

.5 
.5 


Avail- 
able 


9.2    29.0   .  1.2    0.9     1.0    Avail.     85.5   0.0     24.0    0.0      Avail. 36.4 


2. 
27. 
85. 


35.2 

26.4 

2.C 
l.S 
4  .  0 
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Inventory  of  Public  Recreational 
Facilities:  Wolf  Point  Planning 
Area 

The  Wolf  Point  Planning  Area,  due 
to  its  present  low  population 
numbers,  does  not  have  an  organ- 
ized park  system  at  the  neighbor- 
hood level.   This  does  not  mean 
there  is  a  lack  of  recreational 
activities.   On  the  contrary, 
from  observation  of  Table  49  &  50, 
it  is  evident  that,  at  the 
neighborhood  level,  several 
recreational  activities  are 
available  in  special  facilities 
distributed  within  Wolf  Point. 
Community  level  facilities  may 
be  found  in  the  Wolf  Point 
CoiTLmunity  Park  located  on  the 
Missouri  River  along  Highv;ay 


13  West.   The  Fort  Peck  Recrea- 
tional Area  is  the  major  pro- 
vider of  regional  park  facilities. 

3.   Present  and  Future  Recreational 
Needs:   Wolf  Point  Planning  Area 

Table   51  compares  present  air>ounts 
of  land  devoted  to  each  recrea- 
tional activity  with  199  3  require- 
ments.  The  standards  employed 
in  this  table  are  to  be  used  as 
guideline  only.   Actual  recreation 
facilities  should  be  developed 
in  conjunction  with  the  needs 
of  those  living  within  the  Wolf 
Point  Planning  Area. 


■  TABLE  50 
RECREATION  AREAS 


Category 

Neighborhood  Facilities 
Play  lots 
Playgrounds 
Neighborhood  Parks 

Community  Facilities 
Playf ields 
Community  Parks 

Regional  Facilities 
Regional  Parks 
Land  Reservations 


Present 

Total 

Present 

Acreage 

Needed 

Acreage 

Needs 

by  1990 

8.5 

2.0 

2,7 

9.2 

5.9 

8.1 

7.4 

7.8 

10.8 

29.0 

5.9 

8.1 

27.0 

13.7 

18.9 

(Provided  by  Fort  Peck  Recreational  Area) 
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TABLS  51 
WOLF  POINT  AREA  RECREATIONAL  NEEDS 


?ype  of  Activity 

Active  Recreation 

Children's  Play  Area 

Field  Play  Areas  for  Young  Children 

Older  Children- Adult  Field  Sports  Activities 

Swimming 

Boating  Activities 

Hiking-Camping-Horseback  Riding-Nature  Study 

Golfing  1-18  hole  course 

Passive  Recreation 
Picnicking 
Zoos 
Passive  Water  Sports 


Present 
Available 
(Acres) 

Present 
Acreage 
Needs 

1993 

Acreage 
Needs 

8.5 

2.0 

2.7 

9.2 

5.9 

8.1 

29,0 

5.9 

8.1 

1/3872 

0 

0 

(available  at  Fort  Peck  Recreational  Area) 
(available  at  Fort  Peck  Recreational  Area) 
85.5  0  0 

24.0  15.6  27.0 

0  3.9  5.4 

(available  at  Fort  Peck  Recreational  Area) 


108 


Recreational  Considerations  Include 
the  following: 

a.  Additional  recreational  facili- 
ties should  be  developed  for 
the  elderly  and  handicapped. 

b.  A  park-open  space  system  should 
be  developed  in  conjunction 
with  the  Missouri  River  and 
six  Planning  Area  tributory 
flood  plains. 

c.  Recreational  facilities  pro- 
posed for  the  Planning  Area 
by  other  State  and  Federal 
agencies  should  be  coordinated 
with  local  efforts. 

d.  Bridge  Park  should  serve 
multi-recreational  uses 
including  a  proposed  Montana 
Highway  Department  Rest  Area, 
camping  access  to  the  Missouri 
River  and  trail  head  to  a 
possible  hiking  and  horseback 
riding  trail. 


e.  Consideration  should  be  given 
to  the  possible  development 
of  the  existing  municipal 
pool  to  a  year  around  facility. 

f.  Examination  should  be  made 

of  the  possibility  of  develop- 
ing winter  sports  facilities 
in  conjunction  with  existing 
recreation  activities. 

g.  In  an  effort  to  promote 
tourism;  and  the  historical 
significance  of  the  Planning 
Area  provision  should  be 
made  for  an  Indian  Village 
exhibition. 

h.  Rehabilitation  of  the  riajor 
structure  at  the  VJolf  Point 
Stampede  Grounds  is  needed. 

i.   In  order  to  provide  additional 
recreational  opportunities 
for  persons  of  all  ages  and 
social  activities,  a  conm.unity 
center  should  be  contemplated 
for  the  V7olf  Point  Area. 
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Governmental,  Health  and  Protection 
Facilities 

In  order  to  provide  for  the  business 
of  government  and  services  at  all 
levels,  a  complement  of  public 
buildings  has  been  constructed  over 
the  years. 

Findings : 

A.   Governmental: 


City  Facilities: 

The  Wolf  Point  City  Hall,  built  in 
1962,  has  a  total  floor  area  of 
2,400  square  feet.   This  facility 
houses  the  police  and  fire  depart- 
mets,  the  Cahmber  of  Commerce,  the 
City  Water  Department,  and  the 
Director  of  Public  VJorks.   400 
square  feet  of  the  total  space 
is  devoted  to  city  administrative 
functions.   Although  City  Hall 
is  structurally  sound,  it  is  too 
small  to  serve  its  functions  ade- 
quately.  Consideration  is  now 
being  given  to  the  possibility 
of  expanding  City  Hall. 

100  square  feet  of  City  Hall  are 
occupied  by  the  Police  Department. 
V?orking  in  conjunction  with  th.e 
County  Sheriff's  Departm.ent,  the 
two  men  who  staff  the  City  De- 
partment are  on  alert  24  hours  a 
day.   Police  equipment  consists 
of  one  police  car  and  a  tv;o-way 
radio-coiTimunications  system. 


The  volunteer  fire  department, 
originally  established  in  1916, 
provides  class  V  fire  protection 
to  the  Wolf  Point  Planning  Area. 
This  means  that,  for  its  size, 
Vtolf  Point  is  somewhat  more  than 
adeauately  protected.   Located 
in  City  Hall,  the  fire  hall 
occupies  720  square  feet.   The 
fire  departm.ent  staff  includes 
16  volunteers  vjho,  during 
emergencies,  are  contacted  via 
a  closed-circuit  system  linked 
to  each  member  of  the  department. 
Fire  equipmicnt  includes  a  1956 
La  France  pumper  with  a  capacity 
to  provide  750  gals/mm.,  a  1968 
Dodge  with  a  750  gal.  tank,  and 
a  1952  Dodge  v;ith  a  1,000  tank. 
Other  equipment  includes  ladders, 
hose,  air  masks,  and  resuscitators. 

The  city  shops  and  equipment 
storage  area  are  located  on  a 
30,000  square  ft.  parcel  of  land 
with  an  additional  75,000  square 
ft.  of  leased  ground  on  Cascade 
Street,  in  a  general-commercial 
area.   The  m.aintcnance  shops 
do  need  substantial  improvements. 
Storage  grounds  are  adequate  at 
the  present  time. 

County  Governm.ental  and  Protec- 
tive Facilities: 

The  County  Courthouse  is  located 
on  2.8  acres  to  the  south  of 
the  Wolf  Point  Central  Business 
•  District.   A  landscaped,  well-kept 
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lavm  provides  a  considerable 
amount  of  open  space.   Constructed 
in  194  0  by  the  Public  Works  Associ- 
ation, the  Courthouse  is  still  in 
good  condition  structurally,  however, 
interior  remodelling  should  be 
considered.   Being  a  combination 
two-  and  three-story  structure, 
the  Courthouse  provides  about 
8,000  square  feet  of  gross  floor 
area  allov/ing  m.ost  county  offices 
adequate  space  for  their  operations. 

Located  behind  the  County  Courthouse 
on  the  same  site,  the  County  Jail  is 
used  for  both  county  and  city 
prisoners.   The  jail  structure 
contains  approximately  800  square 
feet,  and  is  in  very  poor  condition. 
Consideration  is  nov/  being  given 
to  the  possibility  of  constructing 
a  new  County  law-enforcement  facili- 
ty. 

The  County  maintenance  shop  was 
recently  located  in  nev;  quarters 
approxim.ately  one  mile  east  of 
the  Wolf  Point  corporate  limits 
on  U.  S.  Highv;ay  2.   Structural 
condition  of  this  shop  is  sound. 
Both  floor  area  and  site  area 
considered  adequate. 

State  Facilities: 

The  Departmental  District  Office, 
maintenance  shop,  and  storage  yard 
for  the  Montana  State  Highway  De- 
partment are  located  on  a  5.5  acre 


site  just  east  of  the  Wolf 
Point  corporate  limits  on 
Highv;ay  13  VJ.   The  present 
quarters  have  become  obsolete 
and  limited  in  space.   Present- 
ly, a  new  site  and  facilities 
are  being  considered. 

4 .   Federal  Governmental  and  Pro- 
tective Facilities: 

Located  on  Front  Street,  the 
new  Post  Office  v/as  recently 
constructed  in  1970.   The 
leased  postal  facility  occupies 
a  site  of  .6  acres.   Considera- 
tion should  be  given  to  possible 
expansion  of  the  site. 

The  Indian  Communitv  Building  was 
recently  constructed  and  is  in 
very  good  condition.   The  size 
of  the  site  for  this  structure 
is  adequate  for  the  foreseeable 
future . 

B.   Cultural  Facilities: 

The  Roosevelt  County  Library  provides 
service  throughout  the  County.   Circu- 
lation is  currently  35,000  volumes 
per  year,  and  is  expanding.   The 
central  library  facility  currently 
provides  additional  service  to  four 
branches  once  a  month.   Recently 
constructed  in  19  63,  the  Library 
structure  contains  4,140  square  feet. 
Present  problems  include  insufficient 
off-street  parking  and  inadequate  buage-. 
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Sponsored  by  the  Historical  Society 
s.nd  located  in  the  baserr.ent  of  the 
County  Library,  the  nuseun  utilizes 
approxiiTiately  3,800  square  feet. 
Exhibits  include  ranch-hor.esteading 
and  Indian  artifacts,  and  an  ex- 
tensive gun  collection.   In  order 
to  provide  more  exposure  for  museum 
exhibits ,  and  also  to  allov?  the 
Library  to  expand  its  fiinctions,  a 
new  location  should  be  found  for 
the  r.useun. 

C.   Medical  Facilities: 


It  is  generally  accepted  that  there 
should  be  four  beds  for  every  thou- 
sand persons  in  the  area  served  by 
a  hospital.   Thus,  at  presen-c. 
Trinity  is  supposed  to  provide  for 
a  population  of  12,500.   However, 
in  view  of  the  trend  toward  shorter 
hospital  stays,  increasing  facilities 
for  out-patient  treatment  and  care 
v.'ould  seem  to  be  more  irr.portant 
than  increasing  basic  hospital  facili- 
ties .   Out-patient  needs  could  be 
ir.et  by  expanding  present  clinical 
facilities  at  the  Hospital  or 
by  developing  a  medical  clinic  near 
the  Hospital. 


Trinity  Hospital: 

The  Trinity  Hospital  was  constructed 
in  1961  through  the  use  of  Hill 
Burton  and  Indian  facility  funds. 
The  50-bed  Hospital  provides  15 
beds  for  medical  care,  13  beds 
for  surgical  care,  12  beds  for 
r.aternity  care,  and  10  beds 
for  pediatric  care.   34  of  the 
50  beds  stay  occupied,  leaving 
15  beds  available  at  any  given 
time.   Since  the  original 
construction,  new  facilities 
have  been  added.   These  include 
a  cardiac  m.onitor  and  an  X-ray 
m.achine.   Five  doctors  adm.it 
patients  to  the  Trinity 
facilitv. 


The  present  Hospital  stie,  altho 
lacking  in  adequate  space  for  off- 
street  parking,  leaves  plenty  of  room 
for  Hospital  expansion.   Basic  problems 
with  the  Trinity  Hospital  facility 
include: 

a.  being  required  to  provide  arbulance 
service. 

b.  lacking  ability  to  recruit  pro- 
fessional nursing  staff. 

c.  needing  to  respond  to  the  trend 
toward  increased  out-patient 
care. 

The  CouLT.ty  Health  Center: 

Present  County  Health  Facilities  are 


an  office  in  tiie  County  Couriihouse 
staffed  with  a  public  health  nurse. 
Basic  needs  include  the  demand  for 
additional  space  for  adrrdnistrative  and 
public  health  service  activities. 
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3.   Indian  Public  Health  Clinic: 

This  facility  is  located  in  south 
VJolf  Point,  just  west  of  the  cor- 
porate limits.   In  this  facilily, 
clinical  services  are  provided 
for  Indian  families.   The  site 
upon  which  the  structure  is 
located  is  adequate,  v/hile  the 
structure  itself  is  sound. 

Wolf  Point  Area  Governmental, 
Health  and  Protective  Needs: 


City; 


3. 


Expansion  is  needed  of  the  existing 
city  quarters  in  order  to  provide 
for  anticipated  expansion  of 
administrative  functions. 

Tidditional  space  is  need  in 
City  liall  by  the  fire  department 
in  order  to  provide  space  for 
a  badly  needed  new  fire  truck. 

The  City  maintenance  shops  are 
presently  in  need  of  structural 
improvements.   Consideration 
should  be  given  to  acquiring 
the  presently  leased  land. 


County: 

1.   Due  to  expansion  of  existing 
County  Services  and  the 
possibility  of  the  present 
Courthouse  becoming  a  regional 
County  administrative  center. 
Consideration  should  be 
given  to  enlarging  the 
existing  structure. 


Critical  is  the  need  for  replacing 
the  existing  County  jail. 
Consideration  should  be  given  to 
the  possibility  of  constructing 
a  new  county  or  multi- county 
regional  law  enforcement  facility 
would  house  the  City  police 
department.  County  Sheriff, 
Montana  Highway  Patrol  and  U.S. 
Border  Patrol. 


State: 


1.   A  nev;  district  office,  maintenance 
yards  and  a  larger  site  are 
needed  to  replace  the  existing 
Montana  State  Highway  Departm.ent 
facility. 

Federal; 

1.   Expansion  space  should  be  re- 
sumed to  the  east  of  the  new 
postal  facility  for  possible 
future  needs. 

Cultural  Facilities: 

1.   A  new  6000  to  3000  square  foot 
structure  is  needed  in  the  Wolf 
Point  downtown  area  to  house 
the  museum  presently  located  in 
the  basement  of  the  Library, 

Medical  Facilities; 

1.   Consideration  should  be  given 
in  providing  ambulance  service 
on  a  comjnunity  or  private  basis 
rather  than  as  a  hospital  service. 
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2.  Recruitment  of  professional 
nursing  staff  should  be  attempted 
on  a  state  or  national  organiza- 
tion level  for  smaller  communities 
not  having  local  qualified  manpower. 

3.  VJith  the  trend  toward  increased 
out-patient  care,  examination 
should  be  made  of  possible  impacts 
and  adjustments  that  could  be 
made  to  better  accommodate  these 
changing  community  needs  and 
benefit  the  hospital  system  as 
well. 

4.  Provide  additional  space  for 
required  functions  of  the 
County  Health  Center. 
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Findings : 

Electrical  Pov/er;   Wolf  Point  Planning 
Area 

Adequate  electrical  service  is  provided 
in  the  Wolf  Point  Planning  Area  by  the 
Montana  Dakota  Utilities  Company  and 
the  Northern  Electric  Co-op,  Inc.   MDU's 
two  33  KV  transmission  lines  supply 
power  from  the  company's  interconnected 
transmission  line.   Power  is  supplied 
to  MDU  from  the  Fort  Peck  Dam  via  the 
Bureau  of  Reclamation's  115  KV  trans- 
mission line.   In  1972,  MDU  had  1,538 
customers  within  the  Wolf  Point  Area. 
Present  power-generating  and  major- 
distributing  systems  can  adequately 
serve  even  in  areas  where  growth  is 
expected. 

Montana-Dakota  Rates: 


chapter  (^ 


Residential 

Base  charge  $1.50 

First  50  KWH  3<--/KVm 

Next  100  2.75<: 

Next  ICO  2.25 

Over  250  2.25 

Special  rates  are 
available  for  "All 
Electric  Residential 
Users"  reaching  a 
minimum  of  1.5"?  KWH 


CoiTdnsrcial 


Demand  Charge: 

First 

;  10  KW,  None 

Over 

10  KW,  $1 

.20/KW 

Electricity: 

First  300  KWH, 

6<:/KWH 

Next 

300 

5C 

Next 

400 

4. 

3<? 

Next 

1,000 

3. 

i<f 

Next 

8,000 

2. 

2<: 

Nexc 

10,000 

1. 

6"? 
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PUBLIC  UTILITIES 


Findings! 


Public  utilities  are  provided  in 
response  to  existing  and  prospective 
patterns  of  urban  development.   Changes 
in  the  intensity  and  type  of  land 
development  have  a  profound  influence 
on  the  demand  for  public  utilities. 
For  example,  as  land-use  transforms 
from  rural  to  urban,  the  m.ethod  of 
sanitary  disposal  will  change.   In- 
dividual septic  tanks  will  be  re- 
placed by  central  collection  and 
treatment  systems.   The  critical 
point  at  v;hich  septic  tcinks  must  be 
replaced  by  a  piiblic  collection 
system  is  difficult  to  know.   Many 
factors  must  be  considered.   The 
size  of  an  area,  the  population 
density,  types  of  development,  soil 
characteristics,  topography,  already 
existing  facilities,  environment, 
health,  sanitation,  and,  finally, 
operational  practices  and  policies 
established  by  public  agencies  and. 
utility  companies  all  must  be  taken 
into  account. 

Included  is  an  evaluation  of 
utilities  available  to  the 
Wolf  Point  Planning  Area,  comprised 
of  electrical  povjer,  natural  gas, 
telephone  service,  sev/age  disposal 
systems,  rural  and  municipal  water 
supply,  storm  drainage  and  solid 
waste  disposal  facilities 


Electrical  Power;   Wolf  Point  Planning 
Area 

Adequate  electrical  service  is  provided 
in  the  Wolf  Point  Planning  Area  by  the 
Montana  Dakota  Utilities  Company  and 
the  Northern  Electric  Co-op,  Inc.   MDU's 
two  3  3  KV  transmission  lines  supply 
power  from  the  company's  interconnected 
transmission  line.   Power  is  supplied 
to  MDU  from  the  Fort  Peck  Dam  via  the 
Bureau  of  Reclamation's  115  KV  trans- 
mission line.   In  1972,  MDU  had  1,538 
customers  within  the  Wolf  Point  Area. 
Present  power-generating  and  major- 
distributing  systems  can  adequately 
serve  even  in  areas  where  growth  is 
expected. 

Montana-Dakota  Rates: 


Residential 

Base  charge  $1.50 

First  50  KWH  S-J/RVTO 

Next  100  2.75<: 

Next  100  2.25 

Over  250  2.25 

Special  rates  are 
available  for  "All 
Electric  Residential 
Users"  reaching  a 
minimum  of  l.St  KWH 


Commercial 

Demand  Charge: 
First  10  KW,  None 
Over  10  KW,  ?1.20/KW 


Electricity: 
First  300  KWH, 
Next  300 
Next  40  0 
Next  1,000 
Next  8,000 
Next  10,000 


6<:/KWH 

5* 

4.3<: 

3.4C 

2.2<: 

1.60 


116 


Natural  Gas;   Wolf  Point  Planning  Area 


Telephone  Service 


Natural  gas  is  supplied  to  the  residents 
of  v;olf  Point  by  the  Montana  Dakota 
Utilities  Coir.pany.   Expansion  of 
natural  gas  service  is  presently 
feasible  throughout  the  Planning 
Area  wherever  the  volune  of  gas 
sales  (10  dwelling  units)  is 
great  enough  to  justify  a  distribu- 
tion line.   Future  main  gas  line 
extensions  are  predicated  on  actual 
rather  than  speculative  growth. 
Company  estimates  suggest  an  18-year 
gas  reserve.   Presently,  gas  service 
is  provided  to  1,185  customers.   8.7 
percent  of  the  volume  is  consumed  by 
industry.   MDU  business  and  storage 
facilities  are  ample  for  the  twenty- 
year  planning  period. 


Montana-Dakota  Rates: 


Residential  &  Commercial 


Minim.um  Charge 
First  10,000  Cu. 
Next  20,000  " 
Next  70,000  " 
Next  100,000  " 
Over  200,000  " 


Ft. 


$2.80/Month 
.93/1,000  CF 
.77 
.72 
.60 
.49 


The  Wolf  Point  Planning  Area  has  been 
served  by  the  Mountain  States  Tele- 
phone Company  since  1917.   In  19  72, 
the  Company  had  2,400  customers.   In 
1974,  a  radio-microwave  system  for 
long-distance  calls  will  be  intro- 
duced.  Present  service  is  capjtble 
of  being  expanded  to  meet  antici- 
pated growth  needs.   Present  business 
offices  and  storage  yards  are  ample 
for  the  next  twenty  years. 


Sev;age  Disposal  Systems 

Sewage  disposal  methods  may  be 
divided  into  two  categories:   on-site 
disposal  and  central  disposal  systems 
In  an  on-site  system,  the  entire 
sewage  disposal  process  takes  place 
on  the  same  site  as  the  building  being 
served.   In  a  central  disposal  system, 
the  raw  sewage  is  collected  by 
a  system  of  pipes  and  conveyed  to 
a  central  plant  for  treatment 
and  disposal. 


Industrial  contracts  are  negotiated  with 
heavy  users. 
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SANITARY 
^    SEWER  SYSTEM 

existing 

pontentia 

extension 


Findings: 

1.   On-site  Sewage  Disposal  Systems: 
Wolf  Point  Planning  Area: 

In  the  rural  portions  of  the  Planning 
Area,  septic  tanks  are  the  most 
commonly  used  for  sewage  disposal. 
The  septic-tank  system  is  an 
approved  method  for  sev/age  dis- 
posal in  sparsely  populated 
areas  where  soil  and  water- 
table  conditions  are  favorable, 
and  V7here  the  establishment  of 
a  central  sev;age  disposal  system 
is  not  economically  feasible. 
In  all  probability,  the  septic 
tank  system  v/ill  continue  to  be 
used  throughout  the  rural  portions 
of  the  Planning  Area. 

Where  septic  tanks  and  drain 
fields  are  used  to  dispose  of 
wastes,  at  least  20,000  square 
feet  of  land  must  be  provided 
for  each  residence.   According 
to  the  Montana  State  Board  of 
Health,  drain  fields  must  be 
located  at  least  100  feet 
from  a  domestic  source  of 
water,  and  at  least  four 
feet  above  ground  water.   Where 
proper  drainage  cannot  be  pro- 
vided, or  where  a  number  of 
residences  are  located  close 
together  (as  is  true  of  the 
small  residential  area  located 
near  the  Airport) ,  consideration 
should  be  given  to  a  v/aste- 
stabilization  pond  or  a  mech- 
anical treatment  system. 


Within  the  Planning  Area  new 
development  within  800-2000 
feet  of  public  central  sewer- 
age system  should  be  required 
to  connect  to  the  City  system. 

2.   Central  Sewage  Disposal  Systems: 
Wolf  Point  Planning  Area: 

Essentially,  the  sewage  collec- 
tion system  for  the  City  of  Wolf 
Point  serves  all  the  built-up 
areas  v;ithin  the  Wolf  Point 
corporate  limits.   The  service 
area,  main  trunk,  and  outfall 
systems  are  illustrated  in 
Figure  14  .   Evaluation  of  the 
existing  trunk  systems  was 
based  on  the  criteria  included 
in  Table  52  . 
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Trunk  Line 

8 

'  Area 

"A 

8 

'  Area 

"B 

12 

'  Area 

"A 

12 

'  Area 

"B 

8 

'  Area 

"C 

20 

'  Area 

"D 

TABLE   52 
SEWERAGE  SYSTEM 
DESIGN  CRITERIA 


Assumed  Slope 


00 
00 
22 


0.22 
0.40 
0.12 


Capacity  Full 
mgd 


Population* 

Equivalent 

2,300 
2,300 
2,300 
2,300 
1,000 
6,000 


♦Assuming  peak  per  capita  flow  of  400  gpcd 


Aside  from  a  few  collection  lines 
which  are  too  small  or  in  poor 
condition,  the  principal  sewage 
system  for  the  City  of  Wolf  Point 
appears  to  be  adequate  for  both 
present  and  future  needs.   Table 
53  indicated  that  the  present 
collection  system  is  capable  of 
serving  a  population  of  6,000 
without  modification  (if  expansion 
of  the  system  occurs  in  the 


proper  locations) .   The  sewage 
lagoon  constructed  in  1957  can 
adequately  serve  a  population  of 
4,750. 

Presently,  only  service  area  C 
(Figure  14)  has  serious  problems. 
A  section  of  the  eight-inch  line 
serving  the  area  has  inadequate 
slope.   When  it  becomes  necessary 
to  extend  the  line,  a  portion  of 
it  should  be  replaced. 
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TABLE  53 
PLANNING  AREA  SEWAGE  FACILITIES  AND  FUTURE  NEEDS 


Collection  System 


Existing 

2 r vice 

Capacity 

Area 

(Pop.  equivalent) 

itv  of  Wolf  Point: 

Present  Pop. 

3,295 

6,000 

Projected  Pop. 

4,400 

6,000 

esidential  Area 

Near  Airport: 

Consideration 

lanning  Area 

Rural  Portion: 

Served  by  pri^ 

Required 
Capacity 
(Pop,  equivalent)   Adequacy 


Treatment  Facility 
Existing   *Required 
Capacity   Capacity 
(Acres)     (Acres) 


3,29  5  Adequate     47.5        33 

4,400  Adequate**   47.5       44 

Consideration  should  be  given  to  central  sewage  system  in  future 


ISO  day  storage,  1  acre  per  100  people. 
'  Adequate  depending  on  location  of  adjoining  growth  areas. 


Adequacy 

Adequate 
Adequate 


Sanitary  Sewerage  Needs: 

(1)  Replacement  should  be 
made  of  collection  lines 
in  the  east  Dawson-Edgar 
Street  area. 

(2)  Consideration  should  be 
given  to  replacement  of  an 
eight-inch  trunk  line 
northwest  of  the  Wolf  Point 
High  School. 

(3)  Initiate  necessary  studies 
to  determ.ine  sanitary  sewer 
design  requirements  for 
Comprehensive  Plan  proposals. 


(4)   Support  of  existing  and 

development  of  local  regu- 
lations are  needed  in  the 
installation  of  private 
sewerage  systems. 

WATER  SUPPLY:  Vlolf   Point  Planning  Area 

An  adequate  water  supply  is  vital  to  any 
area.   Water  resources  are  used  not 
only  for  domestic  purposes,  but  also 
for  agricultural,  commercial,  and 
recreational  purposes.   There  are  tv/o 
melthods  available  for  obtaining  water 
for  domestic  purposes:   private  wells 
or  a  central  distribution  system. 
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Findings : 
1 


Rural  VJater  Supply:   V^'clf  Point  Planning 
Area: 

Those  who  reside  outside  V.'olf 
Point  generally  rely  on  wells  for 
their  water  supply,  each  residence 
having  its  own  water  system.   In 
the  valley  along  the  Missouri  Pd.ver, 
water  is  readily  found  at  relatively 
shallow  depths.   In  the  higher 
northern  portions  of  the  Planning 
Area,  water  sources  are  harder  to 
find.   In  a  few  cases,  cisterns 
must  be  used. 

Ivhere  septic  tanks  and  drain  fields 
are  used  to  dispose  of  v/astes,  at 
least  20,000  square  feet  of  land 
must  be  provided  for  each  residence 
in  order  to  avoid  contamination . 
Wells  must  be  located  at  least 
100  feet  from  drain  fields  and 
50  feet  from  septic  tanks . 


Central  Water  System: 
Planning  Area 


v;olf  Point 


All  of  the  developed  areas  within  and 
immediately  surrounding  Wolf  Point 
are  served  by  the  city  v;ater 
system.   The  service  area  and  primary 
distribution  system  are  illustrated 
in  Figure  15. 


In  19  72,  there  were  1,0  87  water- 
meter  accounts  and  an  estimated 
1,09  8  dwelling  units.   An  estirr.a- 
ted  600,000  gallons  of  water  were 
used  each  day.   During  the  sur-.er 
months,  water  consuir;ption  reached 
a  m.aximum  of  1,500,000  gallons  per 
dav. 


Abbreviations  Used 


pop.  -  population 

gpm  -  gallons  per  minute 

gpd  -  gallons  per  day 

mgd  -  million  gallons  per  day 

mg   -  million  gallons 

ppm  -  part  per  million 

The  system  is  supplied  from  five 
wells  located  in  south  Wolf  Point. 
These  provide  a  combined  pumping 
capacity  of  3,170,000  gallons  per 
day.   The  chemical  quality  of  the 
v/ater  is  not  desirable  because 
of  a  high  iron  and  dissolved- 
solids  content.   Iron  content  of 
the  well  water  is  about  2.5  ppm. 
The  total  dissolved-solids  content 
is  about  1,000  ppm.  Maximum 
limits  established  by  the  U.S. 
Public  Health  Service  are  .3  ppm 
for  iron  and  500  ppm  for  dissolved 
solids.   To  meet  national  standards, 
the  City  proposed  to  build  a  water 
treatment  facility. 


122 


^^I^pr^ssurff  zone  1^ 
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WATER 
SYSTEM 

existing 
proposed 


TABLE   54 


WOLF  POINT  WATER  FACILITY  DEMANDS 


1.  Population 

(Service  Area) 

2.  Annual  Ave.  Day  Demand 

3.  Maximum  Day  Demand 

(2.5  X  Annual  Ave.  Day) 

4.  Required  Supply 

5.  Available  Supply 

(Wells) 


Present  (1973) 

3,295 

593,100  gpd 
(180  cpcd) 
1.4  8  mgd 

1.4  8  mgd 
3.17  mgd 


Projected  (1993) 

4,400 

880,000  gpd 
(200  gpcd) 
2.20  mgd 

2.20  mgd 
3.17  mgd 


6.   Domestic  Storage  Criteria 

(1/2  Max.  Day  Supply) 
7.*  Recommended  Minimum  Fire  Storage 


, **Recommended  Fire  Storage 
Total  Storage  Requirement 

(Line  6  plus  Line  8) 
Available  Storage 
Excess  Supply  Capacity 

(Line  5  minus  Line  4) 
Total  Available  Above  Max.  Day 

(Line  10  plus  Line  11) 
Additional  Storage  Required 

(Line  9  minus  Line  12) 


10 

11 


12 


13 


740,000  gals 

0 

(Flow  available 
from  wells) 
1,590,000  gals 
2,330,000  gals 

750,000  gals 
1,690,000  gals 

2,440,000  gals 

0 


1,100,000  gals 

0 

(Flow  available 
from  v;ells) 
1,590,000  gals 
2,690,000  gals 

750,000  gals 
970,000  gals 

1,720,000  gals 

970,000  gals 


*  Minimum  fire  flow  requirement  for  rating  by  Montana  Fire  Rating  Bureau  -  250  gpm 

for  2  hrs.  above  maximum  consumption 
**Montana  Fire  Rating  Bureau  has  recommended  a  fire  flow  of  4500  gpm  for  10  hrs.  for 

the  high  school  area  of  Wolf  Point,  wells  supply  2200  gpm,  assume  wells  supply  only 

1,850  gpm,  storage  must  supply  2650  gpm  for  10  hours. 
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Water  storage  is  provided  in  community 
water  distribution  systems  in  order  to 
equalize  pressures  within  systems  and 
to  provide  adequate  supply  under 
peak- flow  conditions  and  during 
emergencies.   In  V/olf  Point,  v/ater 
storage  is  provided  by  two  ground 
storage  tanks  with  a  combined  capa- 
city of  750,000  gallons.   An  addition- 
al 100,000  gallons  may  be  stored  in 
an  elevated  storage  tank,  however, 
this  tank  is  being  replaced  by  a 
booster  pumping  station  because  the 
elevation  of  the  tank  is  not  high 
enough  to  supply  adequate  pressure 
to  the  system. 

The  water  distribution  system  consists 
of  4",  6",  8"  and  12"  water  lines  and 
fire  hydrants.   With  the  exception 
of  a  few  "dead  ends",  the  system  is 
amply  gridded  and  well  laid  out. 
Lines  in  the  downtown  area  and  the 
Indian  Street-Johnson  Street  area 
are  of  insufficient  size  to  supply 
adequate  fire  protection  and  to 
meet  peak  domestic  demand.   As 
recomxTiended  in  a  19  71  engineering 
report,  the  construction  of  addition- 
al lines  in  these  areas  is  planned 
to  alleviate  these  problems.   (see 
Figure  15  )  . 

Table   54  relates  the  Wolf  Point 
water  system  to  standard  design 
criteria  and  fire-flow  requirements. 
In  the  high-school  area,  assuming 
that  the  existing  water-supply  capa- 
city is  maintained  throughout  the 
planning  period,  additional  storage 
of  at  least  1  mg  will  be  required 
in  order  to  satisfy  the  recommendation 


of  the  Montana  Fire  Rating  Bureau. 
The  Bureau  recommends  a  fire  flow 
of  4,500  gpm. 

Water  System  Needs: 

1.  Continued  encouragement  should 
be  given  in  the  construction 
of  a  needed  water  treatment 
facility  which  would  not  only 
improve  water  quality  for 
domestic  purposes  but  in  con- 
junction provide  future  needed 
water  storage  facilities  to 
meet  emergency  v;ater  demands . 

2.  Additional  water  main  capacity 
is  required  within  the  Wolf 
Point  downtown  area  to  meet 
energency  fire  flows. 

3.  Distribution  line  improvements 
are  needed  in  the  Indian-Johnson 
Street  area. 

4.  Support  of  existing  and  develop- 
ment of  local  regulations  are 
needed  in  the  installation  of 
private  water  systems. 

Storm  Sewer  and  Drainage  Facilities; 
Wolf  Point  Planning  Area 

Findings: 

The  purpose  of  storm  drainage  facili- 
ties is  to  provide  for  the  conveyance 
of  run-off  water  resulting  from  snow- 
melt  or  rain  storms.   An  evaluation 
of  the  Wolf  Point  storra-sev/er  system 
and  proposals  for  creating  storm-sewer 
facilities  were  included  in  an  engineering 
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STORM  DRAINAGE 
SYSTEM 


study  for  the  City  of  Wolf  Point  in 
1968.   Present  storm-sewer  facilities 
are  limited  to  downtown  V7olf  Point 
and  the  Highv/ay  2  area.   The  engineering 
report  recoirmiended  expansion  of 
existing  facilities  to  provide 
adequate  drainage  for  the  southern 
portion  of  Wolf  Point  as  shown  in 
Figure  _16_. 

Also  under  study  is  the  construction 
of  a  storm-di-ainage  system  for  the 
Indian  housing  area  located  irrjnedi- 
ately  south  of  the  City  limits.   With 
intar-agency  cooperation,  it  may  be 
possible  to  corribine  the  proposed 
systems,  thereby  reducing  construction 
costs  to  each  agency. 


Storm  Sewer  and  Drainage  Needs; 

1.  Storm  and  ground  water  drainage 
is  needed  within  the  Indian 
public  housing  area. 

2.  The  Wolf  Creek  system  should  be 
studied  for  possible  channel  and 
flood  prevention  improvement  in 
order  to  reduce  the  considerable 
inundation  of  land  as  the  result 
of  spring  flooding. 

3.  Drainage  channel  facilities  are 
needed  to  the  east  and  west  of 
Wolf  Point  in  order  to  improve 
natural  surface  and  ground  water 
drainage  courses. 


The  V/olf  Point  dovmtovm  area  and 
south  neighborhood  need  storm 
drain  facilities.   Inter- agency 
construction  of  storm  facilities 
should  be  encouraged. 


Solid  Waste  Disposal 

Safe  disposal  of  wastes  is  vital  to 
the  health  of  every  Planning  Area 
resident. 

Findings : 

The  City  of  Wolf  Point  provides  the 
community  with  refuse  disposal  pickup 
service.   Hauling  service  is  provided 
to  residential  areas  twice  a  v;eek 
and  to  commercial  facilities  six 
times  a  v/eek.   Residents  of  rural 
portions  of  the  Planning  Area  pro- 
vide their  own  hauling  to  the  80- 
acre  disposal  site  located  one  m.ile 
northwest  of  Wolf  Point.   This  site 
is  publically  ovmed  and  operated. 
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The  present  method  of  disposal  consists 
of  trenching  out  an  area,  placing  the 
refuse  in  the  trench  section,  and 
then  covering  the  refuse  with  soil. 
Major  equipment  includes  one  truck 
with  a  packer  and  loader.   Four 
personnel  handle  the  equipment,  do  the 
hauling,  and  operate  the  land-fill  site. 
A  present  problem  at  the  site  is 
caused  from  the  northwest  wind.   This 
wind  blovjs  litter  over  a  large 
area  before  a  dirt  layer  can  be  placed 
over  the  refuse. 


In  general,  refuse  per  capita  per 
year  amounts  to  1,825  pounds.   Using 
these  statistics,  the  total  Planning 
Area  population  today  requires 
approximately  7,117,500  lbs.  or  3500 
tons  of  refuse  to  be  disposed  of  in 
one  year's  time.   By  1993,  with 
additional  population  numbers,  almost 
5,000  tons  of  solid  waste  will  require 
disposal  annually. 

A  common  standard  requires  that  vjhere 
compacted  refuse  is  placed  to  a  depth  . 
of  six  feet,  four  acres  of  site  per 
year  should  be  furnished  per  10,000 
population. 


Population 


Present 


TABLE  55 


LAND  FILL  REQUIREMENTS 

Rate  of 

Site 

Consumption 

(acres  per  year) 


Area  of 
Site  Required 
(acres) 


Area  of 
Existing  Site 
(acres) 


3,900 
1993 


1.6 


80 


5,400 


2.2 


*  Area  consumed  to  date 
From  review  of  Table  55,  the  Wolf 
Point  land-fill  site  is  adequate 
to  meet  the  anticipated  needs  during 
the  twenty  year  planning  period. 

Solid  Waste  Disposal  Service  Needs: 

1.   New  equipment  needed  are  a  truck 


43 


80 


packer  and  a  replacement  for  a 
tractor.  An  additional  packer 
will  be  required  by  1993. 

A.  temporary  fence  is  needed 
around  the  site  in  order  to  reduce 
the  scattering  of  paper. 
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on  the  Faderal-Aid  system  and 
therefore,  eligible  for  Federal 
Aid  financing.   The  Federal  Aid 
primary  network  in  the  Planning 
Area  consists  of  U.S.  Highv/ay  2. 

b.  State  Aid  Routes:   State-Aid 
routes  are  those  major  streets 
and  highv;ays  that  come  under 
jurisdiction  of  the  Montana 
Highway  Department  relative 

to  construction, improvement,  and 
maintenance.   Highways  and 
streets  under  this  category 
are  designated  as  Highv/ay  13W, 
Montana  13,  and  F.A.S.  250. 
.Main  Street  and  portions  of 
Third  Street  within  VJolf 
Point  are  designated  as  part 
of  the  State  Highway  13W 
system  connecting  to  U.S. 
Highway  2 . 

c.  Local  Major  Routes:   There  are 
additional  local  major  streets 
and  roads  in  the  Planning  Area. 
These  aside  from  county  roads 
and  the  Indian  Highway  are 
located  within  Wolf  Point.   The 
most  important  are  Third  Avenue 
South,  Fourth  Avenue  North, 
Front  Street,  Anaconda  Street, 
and  Sixth  Avenue  North  and  South. 

Present  Street  and  Hiqhv;ay  Character- 
istJ.cs  : 


Right  of  Kay:   Land  used  for 
public  right-of-ways  within  the 
VJolf  Point  Planning  Awea  is  con- 
siderable, amounting  to  over 
650  acres.   Right- of -v.'ay  widths 
range  from  60  feet  on  residential 
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Highways  and  Transportation 


Transportation  facilities  and  patterns 
crucially  affect  the  daily  functioning 
of  the  Wolf  Point  Planning  Area.   Land 
development  patterns,  shipping  costs, 
access  to  jobs,  residential  areas, 
educational  and  other  cultural  oppor- 
tunities are  all  necessarily  and 
strongly  influenced  by  transportation. 

In  this  report,  existing  traffic 
circulation  facilities,  past  trends, 
proposed  standards,  and  future 
projects  are  reviewed  under  the 
following  categories: 

A.   Streets  and  Highv/ays 

1.  Major  Streets  and  Highways 

2.  Present  Street  and  Highv/ay 
Characteristics 

3.  Street  and  Highway  Classifi- 
cation System 

4.  Future  Projects  and  Needs 

3.   Other  Transportation  Facilities 

Findings: 

1.   Major  Streets  and  Highways; 

The  Planning  Area  and  Wolf  Point 
for  the  most  part  have  access 
from  all  parts  of  Northeast 
Montana.   Categories  of  routes 
inventoried  are:   Federal  Aid 
Routes ,  State  Routes ,  and 
Local  Major  Routes. 

a.   Federal-Aid  Routes:   Federal- 
Aid  Routes  are  those  highways 


on  the  Federal-Aid  system  and 
therefore,  eligible  for  Federal 
Aid  financing.   The  Federal  Aid 
primary  network  in  the  Planning 
Area  consists  of  U.S.  Highv;ay  2. 

b.  State  Aid  Routes:   State-Aid 
routes  are  those  major  streets 
and  highways  that  come  under 
jurisdiction  of  the  Montana 
Highway  Department  relative 

to  construction, improvement,  and 
maintenance.   Highways  and 
streets  under  this  category 
are  designated  as  Highway  13W, 
Montana  13,  and  F.A.S.  250. 
Main  Street  and  portions  of 
Third  Street  within  Wolf 
Point  are  designated  as  part 
of  the  State  Highway  13W 
system  connecting  to  U.S. 
Highway  2 . 

c.  Local  Major  Routes:   There  are 
additional  local  major  streets 
and  roads  in  the  Planning  Area. 
These  aside  from  county  roads 
and  the  Indian  Highway  are 
located  within  Wolf  Point.   The 
most  important  are  Third  Avenue 
South,  Fourth  Avenue  North, 
Front  Street,  Anaconda  Street, 
and  Sixth  Avenue  North  and  South. 

2 .   Present  Street  and  Hiqhv;av  Character- 
istics : 

a.   Right  of  Way:   Land  used  for 

public  right-of-ways  within  the 
Wolf  Point  Planning  Awea  is  con- 
siderable ^  amounting  to  over 
650  acres.   Right-of-v;ay  widths 
range  frora  60  feet  on  residential 
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streets  to  160  feet  on 
arterial  systems.   Table 
57  presents  an  inventory 
of  characteristics  with 
respect  to  Planning  Area 
road  systems. 

The  Roosevelt  County  road 
system  is  mainly  comprised  of 
60  feet  easements  and  publically 
dedicated  right-of-ways.   The 
VJolf  Point  Street  System  on  the 
other  hand  is  comprised  mainly 
of  80  feet  right-of-ways  with 
60  dedications  more  common 
in  the  newer  residential  areas. 


Arterials  such  as  U.S.  Highway 
2  comprised  of  a  100  to  160 
width  with  State  13W  consisting 
of  an  80  to  100  foot  right-of- 
way. 

b.   Pavem.ent  Widths:   Improved  paved 
roads  as  seen  in  Tables  56  &  57 
account  for  32  miles  of  the 
Planning  Areas  total  63  mile 
road  system.   Pavement  widths 
vary  considerably  throughout 
the  Planning  Area.   U.S. 
Highway  2  has  a  pavement 
width  of  32  feet  with  State 
13W  having  only  a  20-22  foot 
width.   Streets  within  the 
City  of  Wolf  Point  system 
mainly  comprise  of  a  42' 
pavement  width. 


TABLE  56 
PLANNING  AND  STREET  AND  HIGHWAY  MILEAGE  CHAPJ\CTERISTICS 


Length 


Paved 


Gravel 


Platted 


Wolf  Point 

Rural  Planning  Area 

TOTAL  PLANNING  AREA 


20.3 
42.7 
63.0 


11.9 
20.4 
32.3 


5.8 
22.3 
28.1 


2.0 


2.6 
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TABLE   57 


RIGHT  OF  WAY  MID    PAVEMENT  WIDTHS 


Responsibility 

State 

State 

State-County 

Tribe 

County 

County 

County 

County 

County 

County 

County 

County 

County 

City  of  Wolf  Point 


Right  of 

Way 

Acquisition 

Width 

Deeded 

160 

Deeded 

80-100 

Deeded 

120' 

60-70' 

Deeded 

60' 

Deeded 

60' 

Deeded 

60' 

Deeded 

60' 

Deeded 

60' 

Deeded 

60' 

Deeded 

60' 

Deeded 

60' 

Deeded 

60' 

Deeded 

60-80' 

Surface 


Type 


Width 


Paved 

32" 

Paved 

20-22' 

Paved 

24' 

Gravel 



Gravel 



Gravel 



Gravel 



Gravel 



Paved 

22' 

Gravel 



Gravel 



Gravel 



Gravel 



Paved  ex- 

■42' 

cept  for 

Northv.'est 

portion  and 

generally 

below 

Fairv/eather 

Street 
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TABLE 

57 

RIGHT  OF  WAY  MID 

PAVEMENT  WIDTHS 

Right  of 

Way 

Surface 

Responsibility 

Acquisition 

Width 

Type 

Width 

State 

Deeded 

160 

Paved 

32' 

State 

Deeded 

80-100' 

Paved 

20-22' 

State-County 

Deeded 

120* 

Paved 

24' 

Tribe 

60-70' 

Gravel 



County 

Deeded 

60' 

Gravel 



County 

Deeded 

60' 

Gravel 



County 

Deeded 

60' 

Gravel 



County 

Deeded 

60' 

Gravel 



County 

Deeded 

60' 

Paved 

22' 

County 

Deeded 

60' 

Gravel 



County 

Deeded 

60' 

Gravel 



County 

Deeded 

60' 

Gravel 



County 

Deeded 

60' 

Gravel 



City  of  Wolf  Point 

Deeded 

60-80' 

Paved  ex- 
cept for 

42' 

Northv/est 

portion  and 

generally 

below 

Fairv7eath 

er 

Street 
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Existing  Traffic  Volumes:   The 
generation  of  traffic  is  depen- 
dent on  where  people  live,  work, 
travel,  and  engage  in  their 
daily  activities.   The  "Traffic 

Volume"  map,  Figure  , 

illustrates  limited  average 
daily  traffic  patterns  within 
the  Wolf  Point  Planning  Area. 
Average  daily  traffic  is 
the  average  24-hour  volume 
for  a  given  year.  Depending 
on  the  time  of  the  year 
traffic  could  be  heavier 
or  lighter  than  the  ADT 
figure  indicates. 

Highest  traffic  volumes  are 
found  at  the  Highv/ay  13VJ 
underpass,  within  the  Wolf 
Point  Central  Business 
District  and  imjnediately 
east  of  Wolf  Point  on  U.S. 
Highv/ay  2. 

Of  primary  concern  is  the 
8000  ADT  traffic  buildup 
at  the  South  3rd  Street 
Railroad  underpass.   The 
street  system  under  the 
railroad  tracks  is  restricted 


to  one  lane  of  traffic  in 
each  direction.   This  facility 
provides  the  only  north-south 
access  to  the  Central  Business 
District  and  South  Wolf  Point 
neighborhood. 

As  the  result  of  Average 
Daily  Traffic  increasing  to 
3500  vehicles  on  Main  Street, 
coupled  with  turning  move- 
ments and  diagonal  parking 
conflicts  another  area  of 
concern  in  the  Central 
Business  District. 

Highway  systems  revealing 
increased  traffic  volumes 
over  the  last  five  years 
include : 

(1)  U.S.  2  just  east  of  the 
city  of  VJolf  Point. 

(2)  U.S.  2  at  the  eastern 
boundary  of  the  Planning 
Area. 

(3)  State  13  at  the  Missouri 
River  bridge. 

(4)  State  13  W  to  the  Wolf 
Point  corporate  limits. 
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3.   Street  and  Highway  Classification; 


Thoroughfare  Classification 
Accordxng  to  Function:   Thorough- 
fares are  usually  classified 
according  to  the  functions  they 
serve.   These  functions  are 
usually  discussed  in  terms  of 
categories  of  traffic  and 
traffic  generators.   Basically, 
then,  there  are  three  types 
of  thoroughfares: 

(1)  Arterials:   an  arterial 
facilitates  the  movement 
of  traffic  to  major 
traffic  generators  (a 
central  business  district, 
a  highway  shopping  center) , 
or  expedites  the  movement 
of  through  traffic.   An 
arterial  may  collect 

and  distribute  traffic 
from  interstate  systems 
to  less  important 
streets  or  directly  to 
traffic  destinations. 
A  m.ajor  arterial  should 
not  bisect  a  neighborhood, 
a  shopping  area,  a  park, 
or  any  other  unified  area. 

(2)  Collectors:   a  collector  is 
a  kind  of  arterial  which 
collects  and  distributes 
traffic  from  higher  arterials 
to  less  important  streets, 
and  serves  secondary  traffic 
generators  (schools,  athletic 
fields,  major  parks,  churches, 
residential  areas) .   A 


collector  should  serve 
as  an  arterial  street 
within  neighborhoods 
or  outlying  rural  areas. 
Design  standards  for 
a  rural  collector  system 
could  also  be  used  for 
commercial  access. 

(3)   Residential  or  Local 

Thoroughfares:   a  local 
street  provides  access 
to  property  abutting 
the  public  right-of-way. 
Access  is  both  vehicular 
and  pedestrian.   Moving 
traffic  is  a  secondary 
function  of  a  local  street. 

A  suramiary  of  design  standards  for 
thoroughfares  may  be  found  in  Table 
58.   Graphic  representation  of 
these  standards  may  be  found  in 
Figure  19  which  illustrates 
cross  sections  of  arterials, 
collectors,  and  residential  streets. 

b.   Thoroughfares  in  the  Planning 

Area:   Based  upon  the  previously 
discussed  street  and  highway 
classification  standards  and 
characteristics,  roads  within 
the  Planning  Area  were  classified 
according  to  function.   The 
accompanying  map  details 
the  kinds  and  locations  of 
thoroughfares  serving  the  Wolf 
Point  community. 
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TABiE  58 
DESIGN  STANDARDS  FOR  ROADS  AND  STREETS 


Type  of  Facility 

Daily  Tra 
Volume 

ffic 

Proposed 
Rights - 
Of-V?ay 
(in  feet) 

Paved 
Distance 
Between 
Curbs 
(in  feet) 

No.  of 
Moving 
Lanes 

Residential 

Access 
Rural  Collector 
Collector 
Arterial 

Variable 
Variable 
1,000-2, 
3,000-10 

500 
,000 

60 
60 

80 
80-100 

36 

Gravel 
36-40 
44-52 

2 
2 

2 
2-4 

Anticipated  Traffic  Volumes: 
Traffic  count  background  is 
unavailable  v;ithin  the  Planning 
Area  with  the  exception  of 
State  and  Federal  designated 
highv/ays.   For  this  reason 
only  U.S.  Highv;ay  2,  State 
13V?,  and  FAS  250  are  in- 
cluded in  this  study.   The 
two  routes,  U.S.  Highway  2 
and  State  13W,  provide  the 
basic  counts  for  traffic 
coming  into  cind  leaving 
the  Planning  Area. 


State  13W  through  the  Wolf 
Point  Central  Business  District 
will  be  analyzed  on  a  similar 
basis  within  the  Central 
Business  District  section 
of  the  Plan. 

Table   59  presents  projected 
estimates  of  1993  Average 
Daily  Traffic  based  upon 
trends  occurring  betv;een 
1967  and  1971. 
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TABLE  59 
PLANNING  AREA  TRAFFIC  V0LUI4ES  AiMD  PROJECTED  AVERAGE  DAILY  TRAFFIC 


U.S.  Highway  2 

West-Planning  Area 
West-Wolf  Point  City  Limits 
East-Wolf  Point  City  Limits 
East-Planning  Area 

State  13W 

East-Wolf  Point  City  Limits 
East-Planning  Area 

FAS  250 

Just  North  U.S.  2 


5 

Year 

1967 

1971 

Difference 

1206 

1140 

-66 

1635 

1455 

-180 

2430 

3204 

+774 

1695 

1648 

-47 

1171 
692 


310 


1220 
725 


258 


+  49 
+33 


-52 


♦Estimated  1993 
**ADT  Projection 


1936 

2534 
4309 
2766 


^Estimated  utilizing  projected  dwelling  unit  increase  of  2.2%  plus  annual  traffic 
volume  increase  of  1.1%. 
**ADT  -  Average  Daily  Traffic 


1993 
1182 


463 
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Inferences  relative  to  the 
projected  Average  Daily 
Traffic  are  as  follov/s: 

(1)  Traffic  volumes  during 
the  next  twenty  years 
should  increase  by  a 
minimum  of  60  percent. 
This  increase  does  not 
take  into  account  any 
major  highway  construction 
to  the  south  or  east  of 
the  Planning  Area. 

(2)  A  major  portion  of  the 
overall  traffic  increase 
will  take  place  as  in 
the  past  on  U.S.  Highway 
2  east  of  the  City  limits 
and  on  State  13W. 

Problem  Areas: 

Arterials 

(1)  Poor  pavement  condition, 
narrow  shoulders,  inade- 
quate pavement  and  right- 
of-way  v/idths  are  deficien- 
cies associated  with  State 
Highvv?ay  13W. 

(2)  Within  Wolf  Point,  basic 
problems  of  State  Highway 
13W,  include  poor  pavement 
condition  v/ithin  the 
C.B.D.,  parking  conflicts, 
poor  traffic  flow,  and 
increasingly  restricted 
access  to  U.S.  Highway  2 
as  the  result  of  the 
bottleneck  formed  at  the 
Railroad  underpass. 
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Collectors 

(1)  Common  problems  of  the 
rural  collector  system 
include  lack  of  publically 
dedicated  right-of-v/ay 
and  lack  of  officially 
designated  road  names. 

(2)  The  Indian  Highway  to  the 
v/est  of  Wolf  Point  lacks 
access  and  a  bridge  across 
Wolf  Creek. 

(3)  All  urban  collector  systems 
are  located  v/ithin  Wolf 
Point.   The  Wolf  Point 
grid  pattern  of  develop- 
ment does  not  readily 

lend  itself  to  identifi- 
cation of  street  functions. 
Third  and  Fourth  Streets 
form  the  primary  north- 
south  collector  system 
with  a  definite  lack  of 
any  street  facility 
functioning  as  an  east-west 
collector. 

Residential 

As  a  result  of  a  lack  of  clear 
delineation  in  street  function 
all  traffic,  regardless  of 
origin  or  destination,  is 
filtered  through  all  residential 
areas.   This  traffic  not  only 
detracts  from  the  living 
environment,  but  also  is  more 
expensive  to  the  taxpayer  since 
each  street  should  be  improved 
to  carry  maximum  system  traffic 
capacity. 


Surfacing  is  needed  in  the  North 
"E",  "F",  and  "G"  Streets  area 
south  of  Fair-weather,  and  on 
First  Street  South  from  the 
County  Courthouse  south  to 
Fairweather  Street. 

4.   Future  Projects;   Wolf  Point 
Planning  Area: 

Presently  Proposed  Street  and 
Highway  Projects  Include: 

a.  Reconstruction  of  Montana  13W 
from  Front  Street  to  the  inter- 
section of  3rd  Avenue  and  Main 
Street.   (Montana  Highv/ay 
Department) 

b.  Rebuilding  of  Anaconda  and  Main 
Streets  to  and  including  a 
portion  of  1st  Avenue  South. 

(The  proposed  project  would 
include  curb  and  gutter. 
(Montana  Highway  Department) 

c.  Reconstruction  of  13W  from 
Wolf  Point  city  limits  to 
Missouri  River  Bridge. 

(Montana  Highv/ay  Department) 

d.  Consideration  of  paving  streets 
and  providing  curbing  for  city 
area  south  of  Fairweather. 
(Bureau  of  Indian  Affairs) 

Additional  Street  and  Highway  Needs: 

1.   All  future  highways  and  streets 
should  be  developed  according  to 
the  function  each  facility  serves 
within  the  Planning  Area. 


2.  A  study  is  needed  to  determine 
the  official  status  of  right-of- 
ways  throughout  the  Planning  Area. 

3.  A  county  road-naming  program  should 
be  considered. 

4.  Local  interest  should  be  developed 
concerning  the  possibility  of  im- 
proving access  to  Interstate 
System  94. 

5.  Improve  the  Indian  Highway  facility 
as  a  through  facility. 

6.  An  east-west  collector  system 
is  lacking  for  the  South  Wolf 
Point  Area. 

7.  Additional  circulation  is  needed 
within  Wolf  Point  connecting 
State  13W  and  U.S.  Highway  2 

and  providing  access  to  expanding 
commercial  and  industrial  areas. 

8.  An  east-west  collector  system 
should  be  considered  for  North 
Wolf  Point. 

9.  A  new  collector  system  should  be 
developed  to  the  northeast  of 
Wolf  Point  as  nev;  residential 
development  takes  place. 

10.   New  highway  commercial  and  in- 
dustrial areas  should  not  have 
direct  access  to  an  arterial 
system. 
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11.   Surfacing  curb  and  gutter  should  be 
required  on  all  residential  and 
collector  streets  within  the  City 
of  Wolf  Point. 

Other  Transportation  Facilities; 


d. 


Establishment  of  clear  zones 
through  airport  zoning. 

A  new  terminal  building  will 
be  required  during  the  Planning 
Period. 


The  Wolf  Point  City-County  Airport: 

The  Wolf  Point-Roosevelt  County 
International  Airport  is  located 
approximately  three  miles  east 
of  the  city  of  Wolf  Point.   Two 
daily  flights  by  Frontier  Air- 
lines arrive  at  and  depart  from 
this  airport  which  is  owned  jointly 
by  the  city  and  the  county.   Maint- 
enance is  provided  by  Wolf  Point. 

A  major  airport  improvement  project 
was  conducted  in  1967.   The  single 
4,100'  runway  was  expanded  in 
order  to  be  able  to  handle  large 
passenger  planes.   The  lighted _ 
runway  is  now  5,100'  by  100'. 
Structures  at  the  airport  in- 
clude a  large  concrete  hanger 
(constructed  in  the  thirties) , 
a  residence  for  the  airport 
manager,  and  a  Frontier  Air- 
lines office. 

Improvements  of  the  airport  that 
are  needed  include: 

a.  Resurfacing  of  runway  10/2  3. 

b.  Retarring  of  stucco  roof  of 
hanger,  rehanging  of  large 
doors  of  hanger,  refencing 
of  hanger. 


Accompanying  map  portrays  the  City- 
County  Airport  as  it  is  right  now,  an 
insert  illustrating  the  location  of 
the  facility  in  relation  to  Wolf 
Point. 

2.  Bus  transportation: 

At  present.  Wolf  Point  and  Roosevelt 
County  are  provided  with  regular 
passenger  service  by  the  Missouri 
Valley  Trails  bus  line  which  offers 
daily  east-v/est  service.   Connections 
with  major  bus  companies  are  made 
in  Havre  and  IVilliston.   The  local 
bus  station  is  located  near  the 
intersection  of  Fourth  Street  and 
U.S.  2. 

3.  Motor  Freight  Service: 

The  highway  system  within  the 
Planning  Area  is  used  extensively 
by  both  private  and  commercial 
truckers.   Commercial  motor 
freight  service  is  handled  mostly 
by  Hart  Motors,  an  interstate 
trucking  concern.   The  local 
Hart  freight  office  is  located 
on  Cascade  Street.   Various  other 
trucking  firms  operate  on  a  non- 
scheduled  basis  in  and  around 
the  Wolf  Point  Area. 
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Rail  Service: 

Residents  of  Wolf  Point  and  Roose- 
velt County  are  provided  v;ith 
rail  passenger  service  at  the 
Wolf  Point  station  by  Amtrak 
(the  National  Rail  Passenger 
System) .   The  Empire  Builder 
provides  daily  east-west  ser- 
vice.  Rail  freight  service  is 
taken  care  of  by  the  Burlington- 
Northern  which  operates  between 
Chicago  and  Seattle,  connecting 
with  other  rail  links  serving 
other  areas  in  the  west  and  mid- 
west.  Two  east-v7est  freight 
trains  are  provided  daily. 
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along  a  highway.   Relocation  of  at 
least  a  portion  of  such  establish- 
ments v/ill  be  desirable  in  future 
years  in  order  to  make  room  for  ex- 
pansion of  retail  trade,  parking 
facilities,  and  other  activities. 

Encroachment  of  industrial  uses  into 
the  downtown  area  has  not  been  a 
problem  with  only  .5  percent  utilized 
for  industrial  purposes. 

Governmental  and  quasi-public  services 
utilize  5  percent  of  the  CBD.   City 
Hall,  the  Post  Office,  and  the  County 
Library  account  for  more  than  half  of 
this  land.   Another  4.9  percent  of 
the  downtown  takes  the  form  of 
public  parks  and  open  space,  both 
of  which  are  definite  assets  to 
the  CBD. 

Finally,  over  40  percent  of  the  CBD 
xs  presently  used  for  highways, 
streets  and  alleys.   An  additional 
1.8  percent  of  the  land  is  used  for 
off-street  parking. 
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WOLF  POINT  CENTRAL  BUSINESS  DISTRICT 


Downtov-'n  Wolf  Point  is  the  business  focal 
point  for  northeastern  Montana,  occupies 
approximately  seven  blocks  and  is  en- 
compassed by  Front  Street,  the  eastern 
corporate  limits,  Benton  Street,  and 
Fifth  Street  (as  illustrated  in  Figure 

20  ) .   Almost  eighty  commercial 
establishments  are  located  within  the 
C.B.D.  along  with  several  governmental 
offices,  including  the  Post  Office, 
and  City  Hall. 

Existing  Land  Use  (Table  60) 

Approximately  11  percent  of  the  downtown 
area  is  utilized  for  residential  pur- 
poses (for  description  of  this  and 
other  land- use  categories,  see  pp.  1  and 
2).   In  future  years,  some  of  these 
residences  may  be  either  removed 
from  the  downtown  area  in  order  to 
provide  room  for  business  expansion, 
or  remodeled  as  apartments. 

Retail  and  service  establishments  utilize 
26.6  percent  of  the  land  in  the  CBD. 
Establishments  devoted  to  building 
materials  and  automobile-related 
activities  would  be  better  located 


along  a  highway.   Relocation  of  at 
least  a  portion  of  such  establish- 
ments will  be  desirable  in  future 
years  in  order  to  make  room  for  ex- 
pansion of  retail  trade,  parking 
facilities,  and  other  activities. 

Encroachment  of  industrial  uses  into 
the  downtown  area  has  not  been  a 
problem  with  only  .5  percent  utilized 
for  industrial  purposes. 

Governmental  and  quasi-public  services 
utilize  5  percent  of  the  CBD.   City 
Hall,  the  Post  Office,  and  the  County 
Library  account  for  more  than  half  of 
this  land.   Another  4.9  percent  of 
the  downtown  takes  the  form  of 
public  parks  and  open  space,  both 
of  which  are  definite  assets  to 
the  CBD. 

Finally,  over  40  percent  of  the  CBD 
is  presently  used  for  highways, 
streets  and  alleys.   An  additional 
1.8  percent  of  the  land  is  used  for 
off-street  parking. 
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TABLE  60 
WOLF  POINT  CENTRAL  BUSINESS  DISTRICT  19  72  LAND  USE 


Land  Use  Classification 

Residential 
Transient  Lodging 
Conraercial 

Retail 

Service 
Industrial 
Public  &  Quasi-Public 

Parks  &  Open  Space 

Other 
Trans.,  Comm. ,  Utilities 
Highways,  Streets  &  Alleys 
Parking  (Off-Street) 

TOTAL  DEVELOPED 
Vacant 

TOTAL  CENTRPi  BUSINESS  DISTRICT 


Area-Sq.  Ft. 

19  3,842 
39,204 

300,564 

153,767 

8,712 

82,764 
84,942 
17,424 
723,096 
30,927 

1,635,242 
69,696 

1,704,933 


Percent  of 
Total  Area 

11.4 
2.3 

17.6 
9.0 
0.5 

4.9 
5.0 
1.0 
42.4 
1.8 

95.9 

4.l' 

100.00 
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Condition  of  Structures 


Although  a  major  portion  of  the  buildings 
in  the  downtown  area  are  relatively  old, 
they  are  generally  in  sound  condition. 
75  percent  of  these  structures  were 
judged  to  be  in  sound  condition.   Hov/ever, 
due  to  the  age  of  these  structures,  many 
are  in  need  of  remodeling  in  order  to 
make  the  downtown  more  viable  and 
attractive.   Sixteen  of  the  structures 
are  deteriorated  to  such  an  extent 
that  they  require  major  alterations. 
Five  structures  require  demolition. 
Buildings  requiring  major  alteration 
or  demolition  should  either  be 
renovated  or  replaced  by  new  structures. 
(See  Table  61   below) .  TABLE  61 


Recently  considerable  emphasis  has 
been  given  to  constructing  new  store 
facades  by  downtov.-n  businessmen. 
Every  effort  should  be  made  to  encourage 
this  exterior  facade  renovation 
throughout  the  downtown  area. 


WOLF  POINT  C.B.D. 


CONDITION  OF  STRUCTURES 


Block 


Sound 


A 

2 

B 

10 

C 

14 

D 

8 

E 

2 

F 

- 

G 

1 

H 

6 

I 

13 

J 

5 

K 

2 

TOTAL 

63 

(75%) 

(84) 

Alter 


Demolish 


16  (19%) 


3 

1 

5  (6%) 
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:ic  Access  ana  (_ircu icttxcjii 


The  main  arterial  to  and  from  the  central 
business  district  is  3rd  Street  which 
becomes  State  Highway  13W  at  the  city 
limits.   On  the  average,  3rd  Street 
carries  8,000  vehicles  per  day, 
connecting  south  VJolf  Point  and  the 
central  business  district  with  U.S. 
Highway  2  and  north  Wolf  Point. 
State  13W  as  well  as  3rd  Street 
traffic  is  primarily  distributed 
between  Main  Street,  the  major  east- 
west  street  in  the  central  business 
district,  and  Front  Street,  a  truck 
by-pass  route  to  U.S.  Highway  2. 
Anaconda  Street  provides  circulation 
around  the  downtov;n  parking  facilities 
and  the  City  Park. 


Presently,  a  proposed  Montana  Highway 
Department  Project  will  reconstruct 
portions  of  3rd  Street  and  Main  Street 
through  the  downtown  area,  providing 
pavement,  curbs,  gutters  and  storm 
drainage. 

Carrying  capacities  of  existing 
streets  relative  to  right-of-v.'ay 
and  pavement  widths  are  indicated 
in  Figure   17  and  Table  62  . 


TAE.LE  62 


WOLF  POINT  C.B.D.  VICINITY  STREET  CHARACTERISTICS 


Material 

Underpass 
3rd  Street 
Main  Street 

Collector 
Anaconda 
1st  Street 
2nd  Street 
3rd  Street 
4th  Street 


**1S93  Minimum. 

Right-of- 

Pavement 

Lanes 

Present 

Estimated 

Wav  Width 

Width 
30' 



Parking- 
0 

-Traffic 
2 

ADT 

ADT 

Variable 

8000 

13,280 

86' 

70' 

2 

4 

6468 

10,737 

80' 

54' 

(44' 

)  *** 

2 

2 

3468 

5,786 

80' 

64' 

(44' 

2 

2 

3254 

5,402 

80' 

64' 

(44' 

2 

2 

1973 

3,275 

80' 

64' 

(44' 

2 

2 

*1000 

1,660 

80' 

64' 

(44' 

2 

2 

3045 

5,055 

80' 

64' 

(44' 

2 

2 

*500 

1,160 

''Capacity 

ADT 

10,000 

15,600 

5,000 


5,000 
5,000 
5,000 
5,000 
5,000 


♦Estimated 

**Estimated  from,  the  average  annual  external  traffic  increase  and  dwelling  unit  increase  3.3^ 

***Estimated  as  2  -  12 '  Traffic  lanes  and  2-10'  Parking  lanes 

****Capacity  ADT  =  Hourly  capacity  t   .0  85 
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Parking 

There  are  approximately  327  convenient 
on-street  parking  spaces  within  the 
VJolf  Point  Central  Business  District. 
All  of  these  spaces  are  vzithin  a 
two-block  walking  distance  of  2nd 
and  Main  Street.   In  several  cases, 
business  people  and  employees 
utilize  available  street  parking 
spaces  for  eight  hours  a  day  when 
these  spaces  could  better  be  used 
several  times  each  day  by  short 
term  shoppers. 

In  order  to  determine  the  number 
of  parking  spaces  needed,  the 
following  calculations  were 
made  in  Table  63. 


Upon  completion  fo  the  proposed  and 

scheduled  Montana  Highway  Department 
project  for  Highway  13W  dov.-ntown, 
parking  patterns  in  the  central 
business  district  of  Wolf  Point 
will  undergo  considerable  modifi- 
cation.  Available  parking  will 
decrease  because  of  the  necessity 
to  convert  angle  parking  on  3rd 
Street  and  Main  Street  to  parallel 
parking.   Modifications  as  the  result 
of  proposed  highv:ay  improvements  are 
included  in  Table  64. 


TABLE  6  3 
DOl\rNTOVra  PARKING  DEMAND 


C.B.D. 

Total  Space 


*Required  Spaces 
Per  1000  Sq.  Ft. 


Total 
Required 


Retail  Commercial 
Office  and  RElated 

Commercial 
Commercial  Services 
Wholesale 

TOTAL 


127,392 

26,868 

44,223 

6,325 

204,808 


2.5 

1.5 
2 

1 


319 


♦Adjusted  to  compensate  building  area  for  actual  floor  area.   Several  Montana  communities 
in  dov7ntown  parking  programs  use  a  floor  area  ratio  to  parking  per  1000  sq.  ft. 
Retail  Commercial  (3-4),  Office  and  Related  Commercial  (2),  Comm.ercial  Services  (3)  spaces. 
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TABLE  6  4 
C.B.D.  PARKING  MODIFICATIONS 


Before  Highway  Improvement: 

Parking  Space  Required  — 
Available  On-Street  Spaces  — 

DEFICIT 

After  Highway  Improvement: 

Parking  Space  Required  — 
Available  On-Street  Spaces  — 

DEFICIT 


453  spaces 
327  spaces 
126  spaces 


453  spaces 
253  spaces 
200  spaces 


Anticipation  of  the  increased  deficit 
in  parking  spaces  reinforces  the 
recognition  of  the  need  for  the 
provision  of  off-street  parking 
in  downtown  Wolf  Point.   Table  65 
provides  an  estimate  of  199  3 
parking  needs. 

With  an  increased  deficit  of  200 
spaces  as  the  result  of  the 
proposed  highway  project  related 


to  meeting  existing  parking 
demands,  an  additional  351 
parking  spaces  will  be 
needed  in  order  to  provide  for 
1993  Central  Business  parking 
demands.   A  major  portion  of  these 
new  parking  spaces  will  have  to  be 
provided  in  off-street  parking 
facilities. 


TABLE  65 


FUTURE    C.B.D.    EXPAxMSION    MiD   PARKING    DEMANDS 


Retail 

CoraiTiercial   Services 
Commercial   Office 
Wholesale 


TOTALS 


1993 

Building  Area 

Required 

Spaces 

Total 

Square  Feet 

Per 

1000 

Sq. 

Ft. 

Required 

150,000 

2.5 

375 

70,000 

1.5 

105 

42,000 

2 

84 

10,000 

1 

10 

272,000 

574 
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dov7:n?toi-7n  problems 


From  information  relative  to  dovmtown 
Land  Use,  Condition  of  Structures, 
Circulation  and  Parking,  the  following 
program  areas  can  be  identified: 

1.  Inadequate  parking  --  present  parking 
space  availability  is  inadequate  and, 
as  the  result  of  completion  of  the 
proposed  Main- Anaconda  Street  project, 
this  condition  will  become  more 
critical  since  the  completed  project 
will  eliminate  seventy  parking 
spaces  now  available. 

2.  Poor  condition  of  office  facilities  — 
generally,  obsolete  dark  interiors 
and  second  story  locations  describe 
available  downtown  office  spaces. 

3.  General  lack  of  amenities  —  with  the 
exception  of  the  park,  the  dovmtov^n 
lacks  landscaping  and  shopper  oriented 
areas  to  sit  and  relax. 

4.  High  vacancy  rate  —  30,000  square 
feet  of  floor  space  are  available 
for  sales  or  lease  in  downtown 
Wolf  Point.   However,  a  large 
amount  of  this  space  is  located  in 
facilities  of  poor  structure  and 
quality. 


5.  Substandard  buildings  —  the 
dov/ntown  area  contains  a  few 
substandard  structures  which 
should  be  removed. 

6.  Appearance  —  few  downtown 
establishments  attract  customers 
to  shop  except  out  of  necessity. 

7.  Inconvenience  to  public  —  there 
is  a  need  for  p\iblic  rest  rooms 
within  the  downtown  area. 

Downtown  Needs 

A.   Land  Use: 

The  Wolf  Point  Downtown  area  should 
be  retained  in  its  present  con- 
figuration.  For  the  most  part 
any  expansions  of  commercial 
floor  area  can  be  accomodated 
within  the  present  dov/ntown 
site.   Continuation  should  be 
made  to  preserve  the  dov/ntown 
area  for  commercial  and  office 
activities  and  prevent  the 
intrusion  of  industrial  and 
residential  activities.   If 
future  commercial  and  office 
activities  cannot  be  retained 
vjithin  the  present  dov;ntov7n 
site,  expansion  should  take 
place  in  an  easterly  direction. 
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B.   Parking  and  Streets: 


1.  Assuming  that  the  Main- 
Anaconda  Street  project  will 
take  place  within  the  next 
five  years,  200  parking  spaces 
should  be  provided  in  order 

to  meet  current  shopper  and 
employee  needs.   An  additional 
121  spaces  will  be  required 
by  1993  to  meet  estimated  floor 
space  demands . 

2.  New  parking  facilities  should 
be  considered  in  light  of  the 
following: 

•  Parking  sites  should  be 
located  v;ithin  500  feet  of 
downtown  shopping  facilities. 

.  Parking  sites  should  be  located 
with  convenient  access  oriented 
toward  Front  Street  and 
Benton  Street. 

.  Where  possible,  pedestrian 
access  should  be  provided  from 
parking  lots  at  mid-block 
locations  through  to  Main 
and  Anaconda  Streets. 

.  Off-street  parking  sites  should 
be  landscaped  in  order  to  en- 
hance the  appearance  of  the 
downtown  area. 


3.  Parking  requirements  should 
be  included  in  land  use  con- 
trols in  order  to  provide 
parking  facilities  as  new 
commercial  development  takes 
place  in  the  Wolf  Point  Area. 

4.  Parking  meters  should  be 
provided  on  Main  and  Anaconda 
Streets  in  order  to  reserve 
space  for  shoppers. 

5.  With  the  proposed  Main-Ana- 
conda  Street  Construction 
Project,  3rd  Street,  Main 
Street,  and  Anaconda  will 
be  capable  of  meeting  anti- 
cipated traffic  projections. 

6.  In  the  future  more  considera- 
tion should  be  given  in  devel- 
oping a  circumferential  street 
pattern  which  v/ould  provide 
access  to  parking  facilities 
located  around  the  periphery 
of  the  present  C.B.D.   Main 
and  Anaconda  Street  would  be 
essentially  reserved  for 
shopper  and  parking  access. 
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C.   Commercial  and  Office  Facilities: 


Other  Considerations ; 


3. 


Building  codes  should  be 
developed  and  adapted. 
Relative  to  this  reconunenda- 
tion,  a  code  enforcement 
program  should  be  initiated 
which  would  demolish  present 
substandard  structures  located 
within  the  downtown  area. 

As  the  demand  arises ,  adequate 
office  space  should  be  made 
available  within  the  C.B.D. 
through  remodelling  of 
existing  structures  and  new 
construction. 

Every  effort  should  be  made  to 
encourage  the  present  merchant 
interest  in  the  remodelling 
and  provision  of  new  facades 
within  the  dov/ntov/n  area. 


1.  Amenities  in  the  form  of 
widened  sidewalks,  and 
pedestrian  v;ays.   Street 
furniture  and  landscaping 
should  be  provided  within 
the  dov;ntov;n  area.   This 
would  provide  not  only  a 
more  attractive  shopping 
environment  but  would  also 
create  a  more  comfortable 
climate  through  shade  trees, 
etc. 

2.  Public  rest  room  facilities 
should  be  made  available 
within  the  C.B.D.   These 
could  be  provided  in  con- 
junction with  new  quarters 
of  the  Chamber  of  Commerce. 
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two  selected  froir.  each  of  four 
wards.   The  mayor  presides  at  council 
meetings,  the  aldermen  serving  as 
legislators.   Other  elected  city 
officials  are  the  police  judge  and 
rhe  city  treasurer,  both  of  whom 
are  under  the  budget  authority 
of  the  mayor  and  city  council. 

Various  departmental  officials  including 
tne  police  chief,  the  fire  chief,  the 
city  attorney  and  the  director 
of  public  works  are  appointed  by 
the  mayor  subject  to  council 
approval.   The  director  of  public 
v/orKs  coordinates  the  activities 
of  his  working  foremen  from  the 
water,  sewer,  cemetary-building 
street,  park  and  sanitation  divisions. 

Council  advisory  boards  include  the 
Library  Board,  the  Airport  Board,  and 
the  City-County  Planning  Board. 
Advisory  board  members  are  apoointed 
by  the  mayor  and  responsible  to  the 
city  council. 
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Tribal  Government 

iTZtl^^^l'    ^""^^^^   governmental  functions 
affect  and  occasionally  come  into  con- 
tiict  with  county  and  city  governmental 
t>-nctions.   Territories  over  which  the 
Assmioome  and  Sioux  Tribes  of  the 

inr^'^^'t^'''^^^"  Reservation  have  some 
jurisdiction  include  tribal  lands 
allotted  lands  and  sub-marginal  lands 
leased  to  the  tribss  by  the  federal 
government.   The  location  of  each  type 
of  land  has  been  illustrated  in  the 
land  use  section  of  this  report.   The 


WOLF  POINT  PLANNING  AREA:   GOVERNMENT 


At  present,  in  addition  to  federal  and 
state  governments,  three  separate 
governmental  operations  function 
within  the  Wolf  Point  Planning  Area. 
County,  city  and  tribal  governments 
all  exercise  jurisdicrion  within  the 
planning  area,  some times  serving 
overlapping  functions,  sometimes 
coming  into  conflict. 

County  Governm.ent 

Roosevelt  County  administration  is 
carried  out  by  a  board  of  county 
ccirim.issioners  consisting  of  three 
rr.em±)srs  v/ho  are  the  elected  repre- 
sentatives of  three  geographical 
areas  of  the  county.   Meeting  at 
the  beginning  of  each  mionth,  the 
comjriissioners  are  the  prim.ary  county- 
level  policy  making  group.   In 
addition  to  approving  claims,  the 
corrir:iission3rs  are  responsible  for 
annual  budgets,  welfare,  law  en- 
forcement, county  personnel,  road 
and  bridge  construction  and  maint- 
enance, land-subdivision  review  and 
approval,  and  numerous  other  matters. 

City  Government 

City  governmental  functions  (see 
City  of  VJolf  Point  Governm.ental 
Organization  on  next  page)  are 
performed  by  the  Wolf  Point  city 
council  consisting  of  the  mayor 
and  eight  aldermen. 


two  selected  from  each  of  four 
wards.   The  mayor  presides  at  council 
m.eetings,  the  aldermen  serving  as 
legislators.   Other  elected  city 
officials  are  the  police  judge  and 
the  city  treasurer,  both  of  whom 
are  under  the  budget  authority 
of  the  mayor  and  city  council. 

Various  departmental  officials  including 
the  police  chief,  the  fire  chief,  the 
city  attorney  and  the  director 
of  public  works  are  appointed  by 
the  mayor  subject  to  council 
approval.   The  director  of  public 
v/orks  coordinates  the  activities 
of  his  working  foremen  from  the 
water,  sev/er,  cemetary-building, 
street,  park  and  sanitation  divisions. 

Council  advisory  boards  include  the 
Library  Board,  the  Airport  Board,  and 
the  City-County  Planning  Board. 
Advisory  board  m.embers  are  appointed 
by  the  mayor  and  responsible  to  the 
city  council. 

Tribal  Government 

Inevitably,  tribal  governmental  functions 
affect  and  occasionally  come  into  con- 
flict with  county  and  city  governmental 
functions.   Territories  over  \vhich  the 
Assiniboine  and  Sioux  Tribes  of  the 
Fort  Peck  Indian  Reservation  have  scm.e 
jurisdiction  include  tribal  lands, 
allotted  lands  and  sub-marginal  lands 
leased  to  the  tribes  by  the  federal 
governm.ent.   The  location  of  each  type 
of  land  has  been  illustrated  in  the 
land  use  section  of  this  report.   The 


CITY  OF  WOLF  POINT  GOVi-KNiXliilMTAij  (jKVjAiNJ.iiAiJ.uiM 


?olic3  Chiei|  |  Fire  Chief 


City  Atti 


City  Clerk 


i^ater 


Sewer 


Ceir.e 
tery 


Builc- 
ings 


Stree:  Parks 


r 
I 


Library 
Board 


Airport 
Board 


Planning 
Board 


Mayor  and  City  Council  have  an  executive- legislative  relationship. 

Elected  officials — Mayor  and  Council  have  budget  authority  over  these  offices 

and  must  see  to  it  they  are  operated  according  to  state  law. 
Appointed  Officials — appointed  by  Mayor  with  Council  approval.   Mayor  and 

Council  have  full  administrative  control. 
Advisory  Boards 
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presence  of  Indian  lands  within 
the  planning  area  and  the  city  of 
VJolf  Point,  at  times,  gives  rise 
to  jurisdictional  conflicts  related 
to  such  matters  as  law  enforcement, 
fire  protection  and  taxation. 

The  tribal  governmental  structure  is 
the  result  of  the  adoption  of  a  19  60 
constitution  by  the  general  countil 
of  the  Assiniboine  and  Sioux  tribes 
("general  council"  here  referring  to 
all  qualified  electors  of  the  two 
Fort  Peck  tribes) .   The  business  of 
tribal  government  is  conducted  by  an 
executive  board  composed  of  a  chair- 
m.an,  a  vice  chairman,  a  secretary- 
accountant,  a  sergeant-at-arms  and 
tv;elve  district  representatives.   All 
of  the  board  members  v/ith  the  exception 
of  the  secretary-accountant  are  elected. 
The  secretary-accountant  may,  however, 
be  appointed  from  among  the  elected 
representatives.   Chairman,  vice 
chairman  and  sergeant-at-arms  are 
elected  by  voters  from  all  districts. 
The  twelve  other  board  members  are 
elected  two  each  from  six  districts. 

The  duties  and  power  of  the  executive 
board  are  many  and  various.   Among 
other  things,  executive  board  merribers 
are  empowered  to  negotiate  v^ith 
federal,  state  and  local  governments, 
to  employ  legal  counsel,  to  make  and 
enforce  ordinances,  to  promote  pxiblic 
health,  education,  security  and 
charity,  and  to  provide  for  the  maint- 
enance of  law  and  order  and  the 
administration  of  justice,  including 
the  protection  and  preservation  of 
wildlife  and  natural  resources. 


As  may  be  seen,  then,  the  nature 
of  tribal  government  is  dual.   On 
the  one  hand,  the  executive  board 
is  understood  to  be  a  political 

body  performing  functions  similar 
to  those  performed  by  municipal 
governments.   On  the  other  hand, 
the  executive  board  is  also  ex- 
pected to  perform  corporate  (business) 
functions  related  to  such  matters  as 
capital  investment  in  new  business 
enterprise  (see  Ten  Year  Development 
Program; ■  Fort  Peck  Indian  Reserva- 
tion, prepared  by  the  Bureau  of  Indian 
Affairs,  August,  1964) . 

Governmental  Problems  and  Needs 


Joint  Cooperation: 

1.  A  major  stumbling  block  is  a 
lack  of  coordination  and  in- 
adequate administrative 
structures  between  the  tribal, 
city  and  county  governm.ents .   In 
an  attemipt  to  at  least  improve 
comrriunication,  a  joint  County 
Commission,  City  Council  and 
Tribal  Council  meeting  should 

be  held  at  least  sem.i-annually 
to  discuss  mutual  interests 
and  objectives. 

2.  Attempts  should  be  made  by  the 
three  governments  to  mutually 
provide  more  needed  services 
rather  than  duplicate  a  few 
costly  facilities. 
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3.   Consolidation  should  continue  to 
be  encouraged  as  it  has  in  the 
past  with  the  airport.   To 
name  a  few  areas  would  be  the 
law  enforcement  center,  street 
and  highway  maintenance,  and 
recreation. 


City: 


Joint  cooperation  should  be 
encouraged  between  the  School 
District,  City  Council,  County 
Commissioners  and  the  City-County 
Planning  Board  in  the  location 
of  school  facilities. 


to  the  council-manager  form 
of  government. 


County: 


Because  of  the  low  population 
densities  in  the  Northeast 
Montana  county  governments 
should  look  more  toward  con- 
solidating services  both  v/ith 
surrounding  counties  and  with 
incorporated  coirmunities  in- 
cluded within  their  boundaries. 


The  City  Council  and  the  County 
Commissioners  should  form  a 
joint  recreation-park  board 
with  the  purpose  of  developing 
a  recreational  facility  program 
which  would  provide  for  the 
coordination,  maintenance  and 
development  of  all  park 
facilities  within  the  Planning 
Area.   The  alternate  provision 
would  be  for  a  parks  and  recreation 
director. 

V.'ith  the  new  State  Constitution 
each  community  will  be  required 
to  consider  an  alternative  form 
of  city  government.   As  city 
government  becomes  more  complex 
and  requires  more  time  than  can 
be  allowed  by  an  elected  official, 
a  full  time  individual  is  required 
that  is  responsible  to  the  City 
Council  and  responsible  for 
municipal  employees.   Definite 
consideration  should  be  given 
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The  Wolf  Point  Community  Plan  reflected 
basic  features  of  the  Planning  Area 
concept  with  more  detailed  considera- 
tion of  residential  and  coirjnercial 
growth  areas,  street  patterns  and 
design,  natural  environment, 
utilities,  circulation  coiruriunity 
facilities  and  recreation. 


Total  Planning  Area  deliberations 
revolved  around  land  ownerships, 
flood  plain  and  environmental  con- 
siderations, recreation  and  open 
space,  and  residential,  commercial, 
and  industrial  development  charac- 
teristics. 


chapter /4Q 
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ALTERNATIVE  DEVELOPMENT  PLANS 


Space  requirements  and  activity  demands 
for  various  land  and  facility  needs 
have  been  dimensioned  through  199  3.   In 
order  to  evaluate  possible  outcomes  of 
future  land  use  arrangements  in 
light  of  previously  determined  develop- 
ment trends  and  growth  potentials , 
seven  conceptual  plans  v/ere  developed. 
Tv.'o  plans  were  developed  for  the  City- 
County  Planning  Area,  one  for  the  V.'olf 
Point  comjnunity,  and  four  of  the  Wolf 
Point  downtov;n  area.   Concept  themes 
for  the  Planning  Area  included  con- 
tinuation of  existing  trends  and 
moderate  concentrated  urban  growth. 
Awareness  of  the  need  to  be  both 
realistic  and  yet  provide  for 
con-^unity  objectives,  a  modifica- 
tion concept  was  developed  by  the 
Wolf  Point  City-County  Planning 
Board. 


The  Wolf  Point  Comjnunity  Plan  reflected 
basic  features  of  the  Planning  Area 
concept  v;ith  more  detailed  considera- 
tion of  residential  and  coirjTiercial 
grcv7th  areas,  street  patterns  and 
design,  natural  environment, 
utilities,  circulation  community 
facilities  and  recreation. 


Total  Planning  Area  deliberations 
revolved  around  land  ownerships, 
flood  plain  and  environmental  con- 
siderations, recreation  and  open 
space,  and  residential,  commercial, 
and  industrial  development  charac- 
teristics. 


Basic  considerations  of  the  Wolf 
Point  Central  Business  District 
concepts  included  commercial  expansion, 
circulation  system,  parking  facilities, 
green  areas,  utilities,  buffer  areas 
to  adjoining  residential  areas, 
pedestrian  traffic,  and  commercial 
structure  redevelopment. 
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The  following  provides  a  summary  of 
the  Wolf  Point  Ccraprehensive  Plan's 
development  policies,  major  physical 
design  proposals  and  recorrjnendations , 

POLICIES 

1.  Wolf  Point  -  a  Trade,  Medical, 
Educational  and  Governmental 
Center:   The  plan  proposes  to 
provide  for  adequate  community 
facilities  which  will  enable 
Wolf  Point  to  become  an  area 
service  center. 

2.  Improvement  of  the  Planning  Area 
Economy:   The  Plan  recommends  that 
the  Planning  Area  develop  a  unified 
effort  to  encourage  development  which 
would  provide  a  greater  number  and 
wider  range  of  job  opportunities. 
This  can  be  accomplished  in  addition 
to  the  previous  policy  throuah  suoport 
of  the  agricultural  sector,  and  en- 
couragement in  the  further  establish- 
ment of  agribusiness  industries,  and 
the  expansion  of  existing  industries. 

3.  Better  Living  Environment:   The 
plan  proposes  to  improve  the  quality 
of  the  living  environment  through 
improved  subdivision  design,  pro- 
viding a  wider  range  of  housing, 
provision  of  regulatory  measures 

and  relating  residential  densities 
to  existing  and  proposed  public 
facilities  and  services. 


COMPPJJHENSIVE  AREA  PLAI'^ 
J'OK  WOLF  POINT 


The  Wolf  Point  Planning  Area  has  grown 
to  its  present  configuration  over  a 
sixty  year  period.   It  is  conceivable 
that  this  same  area  could  grow  by  half 
again  as  much  during  the  next  tv/enty 
years.   The  extent,  type  and  quality 
of  future  development  will  be  largely 
dependent  on  the  local  community's 
willingness  to  guide  this  potential 
growth.   Unproductive  taxes,  depre- 
ciating values  and  degradation  of 
the  environment  can  result  from 
unplanned  growth  and  low  standards. 

The  Comprehensive  Plan,  Figure  23, 
is  a  graphic  combination  of  related  . 
ideas  on  how  best  to  deal  with  the 
many  subjects  v/hich,  in  combination, 
constitute  the  Planning  Area.   It 
correlates  the  plans  of  all  community 
ele-ients  in  such  a  way  that  they 
co.T.plimont  each  other  to  form  a 
balanced  overall  plan. 

Through  translation  of  local  goals 
and  objectives  into  physical  design, 
the  Comprehensive  Plan  provides 
basic  guidelines  for  the  future 
development  of  the  Wolf  Point  City- 
County  Planning  Area.   These 
developmental  policies  can  only  be 
successful  v/ith  the  complete  co- 
operation of  all  affected  private 
a.r.d  governmental  organizations. 
This  cooperation  coupled  v;ith 
public  understariding  and  acceptance 
is  of  utmost  im.portance  if  implementa- 
tion is  to  be  accomplished. 


The  following  provides  a  summary  of 
the  Wolf  Point  Ccmprehensive  Plan's 
development  policies,  major  physical 
design  proposals  and  recomjnendations . 

POLICIES 

1.  Wolf  Point  -  a  Trade,  Medical, 
Educational  and  Governmental 
Center:   The  plan  proposes  to 
provide  for  adequate  community 
facilities  which  will  enable 
Wolf  Point  to  become  an  area 
service  center. 

2.  Improvement  of  the  Planning  Area 
Economy:   The  Plan  recommends  that 
the  Planning  Area  develop  a  unified 
effort  to  encourage  development  which 
would  provide  a  greater  number  and 
wider  range  of  job  opportunities. 
This  can  be  accomplished  in  addition 
to  the  previous  policy  through  support 
of  the  agricultural  sector,  and  en- 
couragement in  the  further  establish- 
ment of  agribusiness  industries,  and 
the  expansion  of  existing  industries. 

3.  Better  Living  Environment:   The 
plan  proposes  to  improve  the  quality 
of  the  living  environment  through 
improved  subdivision  design,  pro- 
viding a  wider  range  of  housing, 
provision  of  regulatory  measures 
and  relating  residential  densities 
to  existing  and  proposed  public 
facilities  and  services. 
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4.  Reinforcement  of  a  Strong  Central 
Core:   The  Plan  brings  the  Central 
Business  District  back  into  the 
focal  point  of  the  Planning  Area. 
If  this  is  to  function,  it  is  going 
to  be  necessary  to  improve  the  CBD 
and  its  ability  to  provide  for  the 
needs  of  northeast  Montana. 

5.  Compact  Urban  Development:   The 
Plan  provides  for  a  combination 
of  an  orderly  growth  pattern  in 
order  avoid  the  uneconomical 
prematura  extension  of  public 
facilities. 

6.  Environm.ent:   The  Plan  provides 
for  uses  that  will  take  better 
advantage  of  the  natural  attributes 
of  the  area.   Provisions  are  made 
for  recreation  and  tourist  facili- 
ties along  natural  drainages  and 
the  Missouri  River. 

I-L\JOR  PHYSICAL  DESIGN  PROPOSALS 

1.   Residential  Development: 

Residential  neighborhoods  within 
the  Planning  Area  are  to  be  en- 
hanced through  providing  required 
facilities  and  services  on  a 
neighborhood  basis  rather  than 
solely  on  a  ccrrimunity  level. 
Future  expansion  and  redevelop- 
ment of  residential  areas  will 
include  low  and  medium  densities 
in  order  to  provide  for  a  variety 
of  housing  needs  and  types.   Higher 
density  residential  is  proposed 
in  redevelopment  areas  adjacent 
to  the  Wolf  Point  Central  Business 
District. 


2.  Central  Business  District:   The 
V.'olf  Point  Central  Business  District 
is  proposed  to  retain  and  expand 
its  position  as  the  primary 
business  and  shopping  center  for 
northeast  Montana.   Provision  is 
made  for  expansion  and  improve- 
ment of  office,  retail  and  service 
facilities  in  the  downtown  area. 
Proposals  are  made  to  improve  the 
physical  appearance  of  the  CBD  and 
to  develop  off-street  parking 
facilities. 

3.  Highway  Commercial  Areas:   Concentra- 
tion and  moderate  expansion  is  pro- 
posed of  existing  highv;ay  oriented 
business  along  U.S.  Highway  2  in  and 
imjnediately  adjacent  to  Wolf  Point. 

A  new  commercial  area  is  proposed 
to  the  v;est  at  the  U.S.  Highway  2  - 
State  Highway  250  intersection. 

4.  Industrial  and  Agri-Commercial  Area: 
Aside  from  existing  industrial  space 
a  15-acre  agri-commercial  and  23-acre 
controlled  industrial  area  is  pro- 
posed within  Wolf  Point.   In  addition, 
a  25-acre  Tribal  Industrial  Park  and 
an  80-acre  Agri-Industrial  area  is 
proposed  east  of  Wolf  Point  providing 
for  expansion  of  agricultural  related 
industries. 

5.  Schools  and  Parks:   Neighborhood  park 
facilities  are  encouraged  to  be 
developed  in  conjunction  with  school 
sites  where  possible.   A  school-park 
site  is  proposed  for  future  acquisition 
north  of  Wolf  Point. 
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6.  Open  Space:   Presentation  of  open 
space  and  development  of  recreation- 
al facilities  are  proposed  utilizing 
natural  drainages  and  flood  plain 
areas  of  the  Missouri  River. 

7.  Recreation:   Expansion  of  recrea- 
tional facilities  is  proposed  v/hich 
v;ill  benefit  the  local  economy 

in  terms  of  tourism  and  the  local 
residents. 

8.  Community  facilities:   Proposals 
are  made  for  expanded  social, 
medical,  educational  and  govern- 
mental services  along  with  the 
development  of  new  related  facili- 
ties. 

9.  Streets  and  Highways:   Provision 
is  made  for  the  development  of  a 
system  of  arterials,  collectors, 
rural  acce-s  roads  and  residential 
access  streets  within  the  Planning 
Area. 

SPECIFIC  RECQMIIENDATIONS 

1.   Environment: 

a.   Topography  -  The  Planning  Area 
has  a  topographic  relief  of 
320  feet  from  the  lov;est  to  the 
highest  elevation,  resulting  in 
areas  in  excess  of  a  20  per  cent 
slope.   From  review  of  soil 
inform.ation,  developm.ent  should 
be  encouraged  to  take  place  on 
slopes  of  less  than  20  per  cent. 


b. 


Soils  -  Due  to  the  frequency  of 
soils  unsuitable  for  development. 
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a  detailed  soil  survey  should 
be  prepared  and  used  in  the 
evaluation  and  selection  of 
proposed  development  sites, 
particularly  in  relation  to 
the  use  of  septic  tanks. 

c.  Flood  Plains  and  Drainages  - 
The  Missouri  River  flood  plain 
and  six  drainage  areas  should 
be  protected  from,  possible  en- 
croachment by  development. 
Flood  plain  areas  should  be 
established  for  the  Missouri 
River,  Wolf  Creek  and  Little 
Wolf  Creek. 

d.  Water  Resources  -  Development 
with  the  capacity  to  pollute 
surface  and  ground  -  water 
systems  should  be  avoided 
particularly  adjacent  to 
streams.   Protection  of 
aquifer  (underground  water 
sources)  recharge  areas  is  a 
necessity.   Protection  should 
be  ensured  through  V7ater 
quality  standards  for  streams 
and  drainages  established  by 
the  Water  Pollution  Control 
Council.   These  standards 
should  be  reviewed  locally 
and  supported. 

e.  Winds  -  The  prevailing  wind 
directions  to  the  Planning 
Area  is  from  the  northwest 
with  a  secondary  wind  direction 
approaching  from  the  southeast. 
Proposed  developments  causing 
obnoxious  odors,  dust  or  smoke, 
although  subject  to  air  pollution 
controls,  should  be  located  to 
the  northeast  of  Vv'olf  Poi.nt. 


2.   Residential  Areas; 


Desiqnations 


Range  (D.U.'s  Per  Acre) 


Relative  to  housing  and  land  use 
projections,  it  is  anticipated 
that  an  additional  232  acres  of 
land  v/ill  be  used  for  residential 
purposes.   The  major  portion  of 
this  land  will  be  used  in  ex- 
panding existing  neighborhoods. 

a.  Neighborhoods: 

(1)  Planning  Area  neighborhoods 

(see  illustration  next  page) . 

(2)  Recoiriinendations 

(a)  Provision  of  schools, 
recreational  facilities, 
and  other  public  facili- 
ties and  services  should 
be  planned  and  provided 
on  a  neighborhood  and 
dwelling  unit  basis. 

(b)  Neighborhood  areas  should 
be  effectively  delineated 
and  protected  from  land 
uses  not  conducive  to  a 
living  environment. 

(c)  Neighborhood  residential 
areas  should  be  protected 
from  traffic  systems 
carrying  large  amounts 

of  traffic. 

b.  Dwelling  Unit  Densities: 

(1)   Density  Range  Designations 


Agriculture  1  D.U.  and  under  per  10  acres 

siaburban  4  and  under 

Low  5-10 

Medium-High  Over  10 

(2)   Lccational  Criteria  of  Density 
Proposals : 


(a) 


(b) 


Suburban  Density 
Family  Units 


Single- 


.  Develop  where  a  sub- 
stantial portion  of  lots 
are  already  developed  at 
a  low  density. 

.  On  land  with  from  ten  to 
twenty- five  percent  slope. 

.  In  areas  not  subject  to 
flooding. 

.  On  land  geographically 
isolated  from  urban  water 
and  sev;er  services  or  in 
areas  having  available 
water  and/or  sev;er. 

,  In  areas  subject  to  seasonal 
high  water  tables. 

.  In  areas  under  airplane 
flight  patterns. 

Low  Density  -  Single  and 
Two  Family  Units 

.  Develop  where  a  substantial 
portion  of  lots  are  already 
developed  as  medium  density. 
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NEIGHBORHOODS 


.  On  land  with  from 
one  to  five  percent 
slope. 

.  In  areas  having  both 
community  water  and 
sewer  services. 

.  In  areas  not  subject 
to  flooding. 

(c)   Medium-High  Density  - 
Two  and  Multi-Family 
Units 

.  On  land  adjoining,  or 
convenient  to  major 
arterials. 

.   On  land  adjoining 
shopping  facilities, 
cultural  centers, 
having  special 
amenities ,  or  access 
to  permanent  open 
space. 

.  In  areas  adjacent  to 
the  CBD  requiring 
rehabilitation. 

.  Mobile  home  units 
situated  in  mobile 
home-  parks  can  be 
treated  as  multi- 
family  residential 
uses  and  should  be 
functionally  convenient 
to  a  major  arterial. 


(3)   Recommendations: 

(a)  Suburban  residential 
demsities  are  proposed 
in  the  follov/ing  areas: 

.  Immediately  north  and 
east  of  Wolf  Point. 

.  In  the  vicinity  of 
Frontier  School. 

.  South  of  the  Stampede 
Grounds . 

.  South  of  Fairweather 
Street  in  Wolf  Point. 

.  East  of  the  southern 
portion  of  Wolf  Point. 

(b)  Low  density  residential 
development  is  anticipated 
to  continue  on  available 
vacant  lots  and  in  recently 
plotted  subdivisions  within 
the  City  of  VJolf  Point. 
Areas  adjacent  to  the  corpor- 
ate limits  in  north  Wolf  Peine 
are  also  proposed  to  develop 
in  a  range  of  5-10  dwelling 
units  per  acre. 

(c)  Medium-High  residential  devel- 
opment is  proposed  within 
Wclf  Point  north  of  the 
high'.; ay  commercial  development 
along  U.S.  Highway  2  and  ad- 
jacent to  the  Central  Busines; 
District. 
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(d)  Provision  should  be 
made  and  support  given 
for  enforcement  of 
State  Board  of  Health 
regulations  concerning 
septic  tank  development 
in  rural  portions  of 
the  Planning  Area. 

(e)  Subdivision  design 
standards  and  policy 
should  be  developed 
with  special  attention 
given  properties  adjacent 
to  arterial  and  collector 
streets.   Proposed  lots 
should  side  on  or  back 

up  to  these  street  or 
highway  facilities. 

(f)  Extensive  urban  growth 
should  be  prevented 
from  developing  in 
areas  which  do  not 
have  the  basic  services 
needed  for  the  health 
and  general  v/elfare 

of  prospective  residents. 

(g)  The  location  and  design 

of  residential  development 
should  be  determined 
relative  to  environmental 
capability. 

(h)   Encourage  use  of  the 

Planned  Unit  Development 
concept,  v/hen  possible. 
Such  developments  are 
usually  three  acres  or 
larger  and  can  be  pro- 
gran'OTed  over  several 
years  for  completion. 


Other  advantages  include: 

.  Provides  for  a  wide 
range  of  dv/elling  types 
not  possible  through 
conventional  subdivision 
practices. 

.  Greater  functional  land 
use  arrangement  design 
and  greater  freedom  of 
architectural  design, 

.  Allows  reduced  cost 
of  utility  and  street 
construction . 

.  Can  provide  more  open 
space  and  corrjr.on  rec- 
reational features  and 
is  adaptable  to  topography, 
flood  plain  and  other 
site  lim.itations. 


Housing: 


(1)  Encourage  a  supply  of  adequate 
housing  capable  of  meeting 
present  and  future  Planning 
Area  demands.   Approximately 
715  new  dv;elling  units  will 

be  needed  by  1993. 

(2)  Stimulate  the  provision  of  a 
variety  of  housing  types  in 
order  to  meet  a  diversity  of 
Planning  Area  requirements. 

(3)  Encourage  the  organization 
of  a  local  housing  authority. 

(4)  Further  encouragement  and 
investigation  is  needed  in 
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providing  for  Low  Rent  and 
Senior  Citizen  needs.   Estima- 
ted de.Tiands  indicate  110  units 
of  Senior  Citizen  Housing  and 
170  units  of  Low  and  Moderate 
Income  Housing  will  be  needed 
by  19  93  for  Planning  Area 
residents. 

(5)  Characteristics  of  housing  in 
demand  are  as  follows : 

.  Approximately  40  percent 
of  the  new  units  required 
by  19  9  3  should  be  rental 
units. 

.  Two  and  three-bedroom 

dwelling  units  are  presently 
in  need  and  this  demand  is  • 
anticipated  to  carry  through 
the  planning  period. 

.  The  greatest  portion  of 
nev;  dwelling  units  should 
be  provided  in  a  medium 
price  range.   Presently 
this  range  falls  between 
$10,000  and  $24,999. 

(6)  Encourage  the  review  and 
local  adoption  of  State  of 
Montana  adapted  codes  per- 
taining to  housing. 

(7)  Establish  design  standards 
and  regulations  for  the 
development  of  mobile  home 
parks. 

Redevelopment  of  Residential  Areas  : 


(1)  Conservation  and  rehabili- 
tation programs  are  needed 
to  restore  structurally 
sound  structures  in  blighted 
areas.   Encourage  a  program 
that  would  research  various 
avenues  of  financing  or  pro- 
viding loans  which  would 
assist  in  improvement  of 
these  structures. 

(2)  Redevelopment  of  blighted 
residential  areas  should  be 
carefully  planned  in  accordance 
with  the  proposals  of  the 
comprehensive  plan  in  order  to 
retain  or  improve  the  living 
environment. 

(3)  Substandard  vacant  structures 
should  be  removed  as  soon  as 
possible  in  order  to  reduce 
the  effects  blight  caused 

by  their  existence. 

Commercial  Areas : 

From  review  of  existing  land  use, 
employment  trends ,  and  emerging 
business  land  consumption  trends 
projections  indicate  a  need  for 
53  acres  of  commercial  land  by 
1993. 

a.   Central  Business  District:   The 
Wolf  Point  Central  Business  Dis- 
trict, the  most  intensely  developed 
commercial  area  is  to  not  only 
maintain  but  expand  its  position 
to  become  the  business  center  for 
northeast  Montana. 
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The  following  guidelines  are 
recommended  to  gain  the  Wolf 
Point  Central  Business  District 
its  position  of  importance. 

(1)  Encourage  the  minimum 
expansion  of  floor  space  in 
the  downtown  area  in  the 
following  categories: 

.  Retail  Commercial  - 
22,000  Sq.  Ft. 

.  Commercial  Services  - 
25,000  Sq.  Ft. 

.  Commercial  Office  - 
15,000  Sq.  Ft. 

(2)  Provide  sufficient  well- 
located  parking  facilities. 
Future  demands  indicate  a 
total  need  of  574  parking 
spaces  in  the  dov;ntown  area. 
Approximately  half  of  these  ' 
parking  spaces  will  have  to 
be  provided  in  off-street 
parking  facilities. 

(3)  Greater  consideration  is 
encouraged  for  the  pedestrian 
shopper  with  recommendations 
made  for  wider  walk-ways, 
landscaping,  street  furniture, 
and  street  design. 

(4)  Encourage  and  work  with  the 
downtown  merchants  in  develop- 
ing a  design  theme  within  the 
dov/ntown  area.   Support  present 
efforts  in  developing  new  store 
front  facades. 


(5)  Retain  present  green 
areas  within  the  downtown 
area  and  expand  pedestrian 
walkway  facilities  and 
landscaping  through  to 
the  intersection   of  Main 
and  Anaconda  Streets. 

(6)  Phase  out  the  present 
service  station  facility 
to  the  west  of  the  Dovm- 
to'.\;n  Park. 

(7)  Encourage  the  location  of 
office  facilities  and 
medium-high  density  residen- 
tial development  at  Central 
Business  District  fringe 
area  locations. 

b.   Highway-Oriented  Commercial: 
Highway-oriented  and  ground 
commercial  areas  are  located 
adjacent  to  main  arterials. 
These  areas  require  convenient 
access  to  highway  and  street 
facilities  and  usually  require 
larger  parcels  of  land  than 
can  be  found  available  in  the 
Central  Business  District.   Little 
expansion  is  anticipated  for 
the  Highway  Commercial  area  lo- 
cated on  U.S.  Highway  2  within 
Wolf  Point  due  to  the  intensity 
of  its  existing  development.   It 
is  possible  that  some  highway 
commercial  development  may  take 
place  immediately  west  of  Wolf 
Point  on  Tribal  Lands.   It  is 
anticipated  that  expansion  of 
the  general  commercial  area 
located  along  and  south  of 
Cascade  Street  will  take  place  in 
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terms  of  wholesale,  storage, 
freight  terminal,  and  related 
functions. 

Due  to  the  unavailability  of 
private  land  adjacent  to  Wolf 
Point  a  new  highway  commercial 
area  containing  approximately 
45  acres  is  proposed  to  the 
v;ost  of  Wolf  Point  at  the  inter- 
section of  U.S.  Highway  2  and 
State  250.   The  following 
recoiTimendations  are  proposed 
for  highway  oriented  commercial. 

(1)  Encourage  the  future 
clustering  and  consolida- 
tion of  highway  commercial 
development. 

(2)  Discourage  the  extension 
of  existing  strip  commer- 
cial development. 

(3)  Prom.ote  the  use  of  common 
parking  areas  and  the  clus- 
tering of  buildings. 

(4)  Encourage  controlled  ingress 
and  egress  by  use  of  access 
roads  to  these  facilities. 

(5)  Provide  for  landscaped 
parking  areas. 

(6)  Minimize  adverse  affects 
that  may  detract  from  ad- 
joining residential  and 
tourist  related  facilities 
by  providing  for  buffers 
adjoining  such  land  uses. 


d. 


Tourist  Related  Commercial  Facili- 
ties : 

(1)   Promote  the  development  of 
tourist-oriented  facilities 
within  the  Planning  Area. 

General  Recommendations  for 
Commercial  Development: 

(1)  Strengthen  existing  commercial 
developments  within  the 

Wolf  Point  City-County 
Planning  Area. 

(2)  Cluster  or  concentrate 
commercial  enterprises. 

(3)  Develop  parking  standards 
for  commercial  facilities. 

(4)  Prepare  regulatory  measures 
for  sign  control. 

(5)  Foster  the  preparation  of 
zoning  regulations  in  order 
to  enhance  commercial 
developments . 

(6)  Discourage  the  over-zoning 
and  speculation  of  land 
for  commercial  purposes. 


Industry: 

Based  on  expected  employment  in 
industry  and  overall  prospects  for 
the  Planning  Area,  as  additional 
115  acres  of  land  is  projected 
for  industrial  usage.   Transporta- 
tion, communications,  and  utilities 
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usage  is  expected  to  require  32  acres 
of  the  total.   The  Plan  recognizes 
the  limitations  of  the  region  in 
attracting  new  industries.   Its  loca- 
tion and  distance  from  market  areas 
are  controlling  factors  even  with 
today's  improved  distribution 
systems.   For  this  reason,  expansion 
of  existing  industries  and  the  develop- 
ment of  agricultural  related  in- 
dustries can  be  foreseen  as  realistic 
possibilities  with  the  Planning 
Area's  agricultural  resource  and 
railroad  transportation  advantages. 

The  Plan  envisions  a  warehousing 
and  storage  area  located  between 
the  railroad  tracks  and  Cascade 
Street. 

A  38-acre  agricultural  oriented  commer- 
cial and  controlled  industrial  area  is 
proposed  to  the  east  of  the  old  rail- 
road roundhouse  site.   Some  drainage 
provisions  will  have  to  be  made  and 
are  included  under  the  storm  sewer 
section. 

To  the  south  and  west  of  the  present 
State  Highway  Department  site,  the 
Fort  Peck  Tribal  Council  has  desig- 
nated a  2  5-acre  area  for  an  indus- 
trial park  facility. 

It  is  recommended  that  heavier 
industrial  uses  of  an  agri-business 
nature  be  located  northeast  of 
VJolf  Point  on  a  proposed  80-acre 
industrial  area. 

Recomjnendations : 


Residential  development  should  be 


prohibited  from  industrial  areas. 
Further,  in  order  to  protect  in- 
dustrial land,  commercial  uses 
should  be  limited  to  those  related 
to  industry. 

2.  All  industrial  sites  should  have 
highway,  and  if  possible,  rail 
access,  along  with  adequate  space 
for  off-street  parking,  storage 
and  future  plant  expansion, 

3.  If  possible,  land  to  be  utilized  by 
industry  should  be  provided  with 
utilities,  waste  removal,  police 
and  fire  protection. 

4.  Industrial  site  standards  should 
be  developed  relative  to  lot  size, 
building  size,  coverage,  set  backs, 
yards  and  sign  control. 

5.  Controlled  industrial  developments 
are  to  be  distinguished  from  heavy 
industrial  uses  v/hich  have  the 
potential  for  producing  noise, 
vibrating,  smoke,  odors,  glare, 
heat,  etc. 

5.   Community  Facilities: 

a.   Schools:   Enrollment  projections 
for  the  high  school  and  two 
elementary  school  districts  in- 
dicate that  present  Planning 
Area  school  facilities  are  ade- 
quate except  for  minor  expansion 
to  meet  1993  enrollment  levels. 
School  plant  facilities  of  the 
high  school  and  three  elementary 
schools  are  for  the  most  part 
new  and  in  very  good  condition. 
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with  the  axception  of  the  North- 
side  and  Southsido  elementary 
schools.  State  school  sits 
requirements  are  met.   Additional 
space  for  site  expansion  of  the 
Northside  and  Southside  is  not 
available. 

Recomip.endaticns ; 

1.  Prior  to  the  demand  for  a 

new  elementary  school  facility 
a  nev;  50-acre  elementary 
school  site  should  be  pur- 
chased by  1993.   This  pro- 
posed schooling  site  should 
be  developed  in  conjunction 
with  a  park  facility. 

2.  Consideration  should  be  given 
to  possible  development  of  a 
park  in  conjunction  with  the 
Frontier  elementary  school 
facility. 

3.  In  keeping  with  the  community 
objective  of  VJolf  Point  be- 
coming an  educational  center, 
the  Plan  proposed  a  Vocational- 
Technical  School  facility  be 
provided  in  conjunction  with 
the  Wolf  Point  High  School. 
This  facility  should  be 
developed  as  a  career-adult 
education  center  and  provide 
career  educational  opportuni- 
ties on  a  regional  basis. 

Parks:   The  Planning  Area  and  the 
City  of  VJolf  Point  are  well-equipped 
to  meet  the  recreational  require- 
ments of  its  citizens  with  the 
exception  of  additions  to  the 


neighborhood  park  system  and  a 
few  specialized  facilities. 

Recommendations : 

1.  A  recreational  facility 
program  should  be  developed 
for  the  coordination,  maint- 
enance and  development  of 
all  park  facilities  within 
the  Planning  Area.   Partici- 
pants in  this  program  should 
be  Roosevelt  County,  the 
Fort  Peck  Tribal  Council, 
and  the  City  of  Wolf  Point. 

2.  Acquire  two  five  acre  tracts, 
one  adjacent  to  the  present 

Frontier  School  site  and  the 
second  in  conjunction  with 
a  proposed  future  school 
site  acquisition.   These 
park  sites  can  be  acquired 
through  required  park 
dedications  as  the  result 
of  new  subdivisions. 

3.  Special  consideration 
should  be  given  to  pro- 
viding recreational  facili- 
ties for  the  elderly 

and  disabled.   These  facili- 
ties would  be  more  of  a 
passive  nature  and  could 
be  provided  in  park  facili- 
ties adjacent  to  existing 
and  proposed  facilities 
housing  the  elderly  and 
disabled. 

4.  Proposed  park  systems 
when  possible  should  be 
developed  in  conjunction 
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with  the  proposed  open  space 
program. 

5.  A  Community  Center  providing 
for  a  variety  of  recreation- 
al activities  is  proposed  in 
conjunction  \7ith  City  Hall. 
This  facility  is  to  be  used 
for  all  age  groups  including 
the  elderly  and  handicapped. 

6.  A  neighborhood  park  facility 
is  recommended  southeast 

of  the  Wolf  Point  Central 
Business  District  in  order 
to  replace  the  existing 
Scout  Park  facility. 

7.  Tennis  court  facilities  are 
proposed  to  be  constructed 
on  the  Southside  Elementary 
School  site. 

8.  An  Indian  Village  and  two 
combination  Park-Playground 
facilities  are  proposed 
just  north  U.S.  Highway  2 
on  Tribal  Lands  in  the 
vicinity  of  the  Public 
Housing  complex. 

9.  Further  improvements  and 
additional  recreational 
facilities  should  be 
provided  in  conjunction 
with  the  two  public 
reserves  located  on  Helena 
Street. 


10.  In  providing  for  more 
winter  recreational 
activities,  a  coasting 
and  beginner's  ski  hill 
along  with  a  skating  rink 
is  recoTTiinended  in  a  pro- 
posed open  space  area  to 
the  east  of  the  present 
hospital  site. 

11.  Consideration  should  be 
given  as  demand  increases 
in  providing  a  cover  to 
the  existing  municipal 
pool.   The  cover  would 
enable  the  pool  to  be 
utilized  year  around. 

Recreation  and  Open  Space: 
Aside  from  providing  for  local 
recreational  demands  and  creating 
a  more  pleasant,  attractive 
and  liveable  environment,  recrea- 
tion can  also  contribute  con- 
siderably toward  the  local 
economy.   With  the  trend  toward 
an  improved  standard  of  living, 
more  leisure  tim.e  and  more 
readily  available  transportation, 
the  conteiT.porary  family  has  come 
to  consider  recreational  tim.e 
as  a  necessity.   In  realizing 
this,  it  is  the  objective  of 
the  Planning  Board  to  encourage 
the  development  of  tourist  and 
visitor  oriented  recreational 
facilities  within  the  Wolf 
Point  Planning  Area. 
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Recommendations ; 

1.  The  Missouri  River  and 
Flood  Plain  and  six  drainage 
systems  included  within  the 
Wolf  Point  Planning  Area 
should  be  protected  and 
preserved  as  open  space 
areas.   These  open  space 
areas  should  continue  to 

be  utilized  for  agricultural 
purposes  or  reserved  and 
utilized  to  meet  recreation- 
al demands. 

2.  The  Plan  encourages  the 
development  of  the  combin- 
ation flood  protection, 
reservoir,  recreational 
area  presently  being 
considered  on  upper  Little 
V-Jolf  Creek.   Consideration 
is  being  given  to  include 
boating,  picnicing,  swimming 
and  camping  activities. 

3.  The  proposed  open  space 
area  located  to  the  north 
of  Wolf  Point  is  proposed 
to  acccm.odate  neighborhood 
park  activities  as  recom- 
m.anded  in  the  previous 
park  section. 

4.  It  is  recommended  that  a 
combination  park-open 
space  area  be  acquired 

to  the  west  of  Wolf  Point 
to  accomodate  anticipated 
new   residential  develop- 
ment. 

5.  The  flood  plain  area  along 


6. 


the  Missouri  River  is 
proposed  as  a  regional 

recreation  system  pre- 
serving scenic  and  water 
access  values.   Develop- 
m.ental  schemes  included 
in  the  proposed  system 
include  hiking,  snov;- 
mobiling,  and  horse  trails, 
two  camping  areas,  and  a 
proposed  Montana  Highway 
Department  rest  area  to  be 
constructed  in  conjunction 
with  the  City  of  Wolf  Point's 
Bridge  Park. 

Develop  a  20  unit  camping 
area  in  conjunction  v/ith 
Bridge  Park. 
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7.   Due  to  needed  structural 

improvements  at  the  Stampede 
grounds,  the  present  facili- 
ties are  proposed  for  re- 
habilitation. 
Water  and  Sewer:   The  City  of 
VJolf  Point  provides  the  only 
control  water  and  sewer  facili- 
ties V7ithin  the  Planning  Area. 
The  remaining  portions  of  the 
Planning  Area  are  served  by 
private  systems. 

Recommendations ; 

1.   In  areas  utilizing  private 
water  and  sev/erage  systems. 
State  Board  of  Health  Regula- 
tions should  be  adhered  to 
requiring  in  addition  to 
other  conditions  a  minimum 
of  20,000  square  feet  for 
subdivided  lots  not  pro- 
vided central  water  and 
sewer  facilities  and  10,000 
square  feet  if  served  by 


either  water  and/or  sewer. 

2.  The  City  of  Wolf  Point  should 
not  ir>ake  extensions  of  v/ater 
and  sewer  service  outside 
its  corporate  limits  unless 
the  proposed  subdivision  to 
be  serviced  waives  the  right 
of  annexation  in  accordance 
with  Title  II,  Section  1001, 
Revised  Codes  of  Montana. 

3.  Central  v;ater  and  sev/er 
service  extensions  should 
be  provided  in  conjunction 
with  each  other. 

4.  As  the  present  subdivided 
residential  area  to  the 
north  of  the  City-County 
Airport  becomes  more 
densely  developed,  central 
water  and  sev;er  service 
facilities  should  be  con- 
sidered. 

Specific  Utility  Recommendations 
relative  to  City  of  Wolf  Point 
Service  include  the  following: 

a.   Sewer  -  The  present  principal 
Wolf  Point  Central  System  is 
capable  of  meeting  anticipa- 
ted 199  3  demands  with  the 
exception  of  the  following 
needs : 

.  Replace  400  feet  of  8  inch 
collector  line  encompassed 
by  Dawson,  Edgar,  1st,  and 
Second  Streets. 

.  Replace  a  section  of  8  inch 
line  serving  as  a  trunk  system 


to  a  low  density  area 
to  the  west  of  Wolf  Point. 
The  present  line  lacks 
adequate  slope. 

Water  -  The  present  VJolf  Point 
water  distribution  system  is 
well  laid  out  with  the  excep- 
tion of  a  few  "dead  ends"  and 
required  im.provements  which 
are  proposed  as  follows: 

.  Improve  lines  in  the  downtown 
area  and  the  Indian  Street- 
Johnson  Street  area  as 
recommended  in  the  Engineering 
Report  on  Proposed  Water  Sysrem 
Improvem.ents  for  the  City  of 
Wolf  Point,  Montana  December, 
1971. 

.  Provide  Water  Treatment  facili- 
ties to  the  central  system  in 
order  to  remove  to  a  desirable 
level  the  high  iron  and  dissolved- 
solids  content. 

.  Provide  storage  for  an  additional 
970,000  gallons  of  water  in 
order  to  adequately  meet  peak  - 
domestic  demands  and  fire-flow 

requirements. 

Storm  sev;er  and  Drainage  Facilities: 
Present  storm  sewer  and  drainage 
facilities  are  limited  to  downtown 
Wolf  Point  and  along  U.S.  Highway 
2  within  the  Wolf  Point  corporate 
limits.   The  follov.'ing  proposals 
are  made  in  addition  to  this 
existing  system  and  include: 
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Provide  basic  storm  sewer  facili- 
ties proposals  as  incl-adad  in 
Engineering  Report  on  Proposed 
Water  and  Sewer  Iraproveraents 
for  the  City  of  VJolf  Point, 
Montana  January,  19  6  8  v/ith  the 
exception  of  those  modifica- 
tions as  proposed  in  Figure  16 
of  the  Utility  Section  of  this 
report. 

Encourage  the  coordination 
of  the  City  of  Wolf  Point, 
Bureau  of  Indian  Affairs, 
the  Montana  Highway  Depart- 
m.ent,  and  Bureau  of  Public 
Roads  in  the  provision  of 
a  combined  trunk  storm 
sewer  system  providing 
drainage  to  the  Wolf  Point 
downtown  area  and  south  Wolf 
Point  residential  areas. 

Develop  a  channel  beginning 
at  the  natural  drainage 
outlet  located  northeast  of 
Wolf  Point  and  routing  it 
east  of  Wolf  Point  to  the 
Missouri  River  as  proposed 
in  Figure  16. 

Construct  a  similar  drainage 
channel  to  the  west  of 
Wolf  Point  as  proposed  in 
Figure  15. 

Provide  storm  water  collection 
and  ground  water  drainage 
facilities  to  the  Indian 
Public  Housing  area.   These 
facilities  should  be  devel- 
oped in  conjunction  v/ith  the 
previous  drainage  channel 
facility. 


.  Study  should  be  made  of 
Wolf  Creek  in  order  to 
reduce  its  flooding  poten- 
tial.  Improved  channeliza- 
tion and  other  flood  re- 
ducing techniques  should 
be  utilized.   This  effort 
should  be  coordinated  with 
Water  Resource  and  Soil 
Conservation  Service  efforts. 

d.  Solid  Waste  Disposal: 

.  The  present  disposal  site 
is  well  located  and  adequate 
to  meet  1993  demands. 

.  It  is  anticipated  that  two 
truck  packers  will  be 
required  during  the  planning 
period.   Replacement  of 
presently  needed  tractor 
should  be  a  bulldozer  - 
capable  of  effectively  com- 
pacting the  refuse. 

.  Temporary  fencing  should 
be  placed  around  the  dis- 
posal site  in  order  to 
prevent  the  scattering  of 
refuse. 

e.  Governmental  and  Protective 
Facilities:   In  order  to  meet 
the  grov/ing  Planning  Area 
demands  for  governmental 
services  and  to  accomjnodate 
Wolf  Point's  future  role  as 

a  m.edical,  social,  cultural, 
and  governmental  center  for 
Northeast  Montana,  a  number 
of  nev7  public  buildings  and 
facilities  will  have  to 
be  expanded  or  constructed 


173 


over  the  next  twenty  years. 

1.  City  Hall 

(a)   The  present  Wolf  Point 

City  Hall,  due  to  limited 
space  is  proposed  to 
be  expanded  from  its 
present  2400  square  feet 
of  floor  area  to  10,000 
square  feet  in  order 
provide  for  City  Chamber 
of  Con-jT.erce,  and  fire 
department  functions . 
In  addition  to  these 
functions,  the  City  Hall 
V70uld  become  a  Community 
Center  providing  space 
for  social  functions. 

2.  Fire  Department 

(a)  The  fire  department, 
located  within  City  Hall, 
is  conveniently  located 
v/ith  respect  to  the 
dovjntown  and  its  surrounding 
service  area.   Additional 
space  required  has  been 
calculated  in  the  expan- 
sion of  City  Hall. 

(b)  Additional  equipment 
required  is  the  need  for 
a  new  truck. 

3.  Police  Department 

(a)   It  is  recommended 

that  the  present  City 
Police  Headquarters 
located  in  City  Hall 
be  relocated  in 
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conjunction  v/ith 
a  new  County  law- 
enforcement  facility 
proposed  under  County 
facilities. 

4.  City  Maintenance  Shops 

(a)  Consideration  should 

be  given  in  constructing 
new  City  Maintenance 
Shops  since  substantial 
improvements  are  needed 
of  the  existing  structures, 

(b)  The  present  75,000  square 
feet  of  leased  ground 
space  should  be  acquired 
in  the  near   future. 

5.  County  Courthouse  and  Jail 

(a)   The  present  County 

Courthouse  structure 
aside  from  some  interior 
remodelling  should  be 
expanded  by  2,000-4,000 
square  feet  in  order  to 
provide  space  for  the 
following: 

.  Those  county  functions 
which  are  not  presently 
located  within  Wolf 
Point. 

.  Additional  space  needed 
for  County  Health 
Health  Services. 

.  Possible  additional 
space  required  if  the 
P.oosevelt  County  Court- 
house is  to  provide 
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multi-county  service 
needs. 

(b)   A  new  County  law  en- 
forcement facility  is 
proposed  to  be  constructed 
adjacent  to  the  County 
Courthouse.   The  facility 
should  provide  for  Court- 
house expansion  needs.   A 
new  badly  needed  jail 
facility,  and  quarters  and 
quarters  for  the  County 
Sheriff,  City  Police  De- 
partment, Montana  Highway 
Patrol  and  Border  Patrol. 

County  Maintenance  Shops  -  The 
present  County  Maintenance 
Shop  facilities  are  considered  • 
adequate  in  terms  of  meeting 
199  3  Planning  Area  needs. 

Montana  State  Highway  Depart- 
ment -  The  Highv/ay  Department 
District  Office  is  presently 
limited  in  space  and  obsolete 
functionally.   Space  is  also 
limited  relative  ro  its 
maintenance  and  storage 
facilities.   Consideration 
is  presently  being  given 
to  acquiring' a  new  ten  to 
fifteen  acre  site  and  the 
construction  of  new  quarters. 
Although  a  new  site  and 
quarters  are  presently  being 
considered,  actual  implen-.en- 
tation  may  not  take  place 
within  the  next  tv/enty  years. 
For  this  reason,  an  additional 
5  acre  expansion  area  is 
proposed  adjacent  to  the 
existing  Highway  Department  Site, 
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8.  Indian  Post  Office  -  Structur- 
ally the  new  Post  Office  is 
adequate.   Consideration 
should  be  given  in  acquiring 
another  .4  of  an  acre  for 
possible  expansion  purposes. 

9.  Indian  Community  Building  - 
The  recently  constructed 
Indian  Community  Building 
and  site  are  considered 
adequate  to  meet  anticipated 
needs. 

10.  County  Library  -  The  Roosevelt 
County  Library  facility  and 
service  with  the  relocation 

of  the  museum  is  adequate 
to  meet  199  3  requirements. 
An  additional  4,000  square 
feet  of  off-street  parking 
is  proposed  in  conjunction 
with  the  library. 

11.  Museum  -  The  museuiri  presently 
located  in  the  basement  of 
the  County  Library  is  pro- 
posed to  be  relocated  to 
constructed  quarters  adjacent 

to  the  library  facility.  Public 
restroom  facilities  will  be  pro- 
vided in  conjunction  with  the  museum. 

12.   Trinity  Hospital  -  Hospital 
Services  presently  available 
can  adequately  provide  fcr  the 
m>edical  needs  of  anticipated 
planning  and  demands. 

(a)   In  order  to  provide 
for  additional  space 
needs  as  the  result 
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of  V'Jolf  Point  pro- 
viding medical  center 
service  needs,  an  addi- 
tional two  acres  of 
expansion  area  is  pro- 
posed to  the  vJGSt  of 
the  present  facility. 
This  proposed  expan- 
sion area  is  antici- 
pated to  be  used  in 
conjunction  with  in- 
creased out-patient 
care  and  medical  re- 
search facilities. 

(b)  Additional  parking 
facilities  should  be 
constructed  in  un- 
developed street 
area  v;est  of  the 
existing  hospital 
structure. 

(c)  Consideration  should  be 
given  to  providing  am- 
bulance service  on  a 
private  or  public  basis, 
possibly  in  conjunction 
with  the  fire  and 
police  departments. 

(d)  A  state-wide  pro- 
fessional nursing  re- 
cruitting  system  should 
be  encouraged  and  or- 
ganized in  an  effort  to 
assist  communities  such 
as  V7olf  Point  in  meeting 
hospital  personnel  de- 
mands. 

13.  County  Health  Center  -  Space 
needs  for  County  Health  Ser- 
vices have  been  included  in 


the  proposed  County  Court- 
house expansion  program. 

Streets  and  Highways: 

Recommendations ; 

1.  All  future  highways  and 
streets  should  be  classi- 
fied and  developed  accord- 
ing to  the  function  each 
serves,  whether  it  be 
arterial,  collector,  or 
residential  access.   In 
conjunction  right  of  way, 
acquisition,  construction 
and  improvements  should  be 
required  and  provided  in 
accordance  with  the  design 
criteria  and  standards 
proposed  in  the  Highway 
and  Transportation  section 
of  this  report. 

2.  Proposed  local  subdivision 
regulations  should  provide 
for  the  acquisition  and 
dedication  of  future  highv/ay 
and  street  right-of-ways. 

3.  All  proposed  land  use  changes 
should  be  evaluated  in  terms 
of  the  effect  they  will  have 
on  the  overall  circulation 
system. 

4.  A  study  should  be  undertaken 
to  determine  the  official 
status  of  road  right-of-v;ays 
and  widths  throughout  the 
Planning  Area. 

5 .  A  county  road-naming  program 
should  be  undertaken. 
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Maintain  close  communications 
with  the  Montana  Highway  De- 
partment on  the  availability 
of  highway  funds  and  program' 
plans  in  and  around  Roosevelt 
County » 

Arterials  System  and  Improve- 
ments 

(a)  Proposed  Arterial  System 

.  U.  S.  Highway  2 
.  State  Highway  13W 

Wolf  Point 

.  Front  Street 
.  Main  Street 
.  Anaconda  Street 
.  Portions  of  3rd  and  4th 
Streets  at  Underpass 

(b)  Reduce  Traffic  Conflicts 

Curb  cuts  and  traffic  access 
should  be  controlled  along 
arterial  systems  in  order 
to  reduce  traffic  conflicts. 
Access  roads  should  be 
provided  along  arterial 
systems  where  possible 
to  service  adjacent  resi- 
dential, commercial  and 
industrial  development. 

(c)  V/idening  and  reconstruc- 
tion of  State  Highway  13W: 
Encourage  the  Montana 
Highway  Department  to 
continue  its  program  of 
widening,  surfacing,  and 
alignment  improvements 


of  State  Highv7ay  13W 
through  the  Planning 
Area  and  Wolf  Point 
Central  Business  District. 
Consideration  should  be 
given  at  a  later  date 
in  providing  a  perimeter 
circulation  route  around 
the  Wolf  Point  Central 
Business  District. 

(d)   Improvement  of  State 
Highv/ays  13  and  200S: 
Through  local  civic 
and  interested  citizen 
groups  encourage  and 
support  the  Montana 
Highway  Department  in 
im.proving  State  Highways 
13  and  200S  as  a  connection 
between  Interstate  System 
9  4  and  U.S.  Highway  2. 

Collector  System  and  Improve- 
ments 

(a)   Proposed  Collector  System 

Planning  Area 

.  Benrud  Road 

.  Dry  Forks  &  Benrud  Road 

.  Powder  River  Road 

.  State  250  -  Volt  Road 

.  Wolf  Creek  Road 

.  Indian  Kighv.'ay 

.  Pioneer  School  Road 

.  Unnamed  road  connecting 

U.S.  Highway  2  to  Indian 
Highway  and  State  13W 
.  Anaconda  -  Stampede  Grounds 
Road 
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Wolf  Point 


(b)   ImDrovements 


3rd  Street  and  4th  Street 

Portion  of  Front  Street 
(C.B.D.) 

Portion  of  Main  Street 
(C.B.D.) 

Benton  Street  (C.B.D.) 

Portion  of  First 
Street  (C.B.D.) 

Portion  of  4th  Street 
(C.B.D.) 

Portion  of  5th  Street 
(C.B.D.) 

Anaconda-Stampede  Grounds 
Road 

South  6th  Street 

Indian  Street  v.'est  to 
4th  Street 

North  6th  Street 

Proposed  Collector  System 
serving  V\^est  Ward  Ex- 
pansion of  VJolf  Point's 
north  neighborhood 

Proposed  Industrial  Area 
Collector  Systeir;  Pro- 
viding access  to  13W, 
U.S.  Highv;ay  2,  and 
proposed  East  Collector 
System 


.  All  county  collector 
systems  should  have  a 
dedicated  60  foot  right- 
of-v.'ay  V7ith  a  minimum 
24-26  foot  wide  improved 
gravel  surface  with  pro- 
visions for  drainage. 
Consideration  should  be 
given  to  the  use  of  dust 
oil  in  more  densely 
developed  residential 
areas. 

.  Urban  collector  systems 
should  be  provided  with 
a  60  foot  dedicated 
right  of  way,  surfacing, 
curb,  gutter,  and 
drainage  facilities. 

.  Indian  Highway  west  of 
Wolf  Point  should  be 
provided  with  a  bridge 
connection  providing 
access  through  to  the 
southwest  portion  cf  the 
Planning  Area. 

Residential  and  Coironercial 
Access  Streets 


Proposed  Collector  System 
connecting  South  6th 
Street  with  Anaconda 
Street,  Highway  13W,  U.£ 
Highway  2,  and  Indian 
Street. 


(a)   All  present  and  proposed 
access  streets  which 
dead  end  should  be 
provided  with  turn- 
arounds . 
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(b)  Proposed  highway  coiranercial 
and  industrial  areas  should 
be  provided  with  parallel 
access  streets  in  order  to 
reduce  the  number  of  traffic 
conflict  areas  on  arterial 
systems. 

(c)  Encourage  the  use  of  new 
subdivision  techniques 
which  will  reduce  the 
ciinount  of  land  required 
for  streets. 

(d)  Support  the  Bureau  of  Indian 
Affairs  proposed  paving 
project  in  South  Wolf  Point. 
The  proposed  project  would 
include  surfacing  all 
streets  in  the  area  between 
Fairweather  and  Idaho 
Streets. 


2. 


conjunction  with 
the  Wolf  Point-Roose- 
velt County  Internation- 
al Airport. 

(b)   Airport  Improvements 
Proposed: 

.  Resealing  of  runv/ay 
10/28 

.  Hangar  improvements 
(roof,  rehanging  of 
doors,  fencing) 

.  Acquisition  of  land 
included  in  clear 
zones 

,  Provisions  of  a  new 
terminal  building 

Other  Transportation 
Facilities: 


(e)  A  street  surfacing  project 
should  be  encouraged  in 
the  area  of  North  "E",  "F", 
and  "G"  Streets. 

(f)  First  Street  South  from  the 
County  Courthouse  to  Fair- 
v/eather  Street  should  be 
surfaces  in  the  near  future. 

Other  Transportation  Facility 
Recommendations : 


Encourage  and  support  pro- 
posed improvements  of  rail, 
bus  and  freight  services, 
and  facilities  recognizing 
that  adequate  transportation 
facilities  are  a  necessity 
in  order  for  VJolf  Point  to 
achieve  its  objective  of 
becoming  northeast  Montana's 
Area  Center. 


1.   Airport: 


(a)   Every  effort  should  be 

made  to  maintain  and  improve 
air  travel  services  and 
facilities  provided  in 
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Wolf  Point  City  Council  and  Roosevelt 
County  Board  of  Comnissioners  for 
their  respective  adoption.   The  Com- 
prehensive Plan  v/ould  then  become 
the  development  policy  for  the  Wolf 
Point  City-County  Planning  Area. 

Zoning 


chapter 


Perhaps  the  most  useful  single  tool  for 
carrying  out  the  future  land  use  plan 
is  a  zoning  map  and  ordinance.   The 
zoning  map  indicates  the  location  of 
districts  in  which  residences,  business, 
and  other  land  activities  may  be  located. 
The  text  of  the  ordinance  establishes 
the  conditions  under  which  land  may  be 
used  for  these  purposes. 

VJith  zoning,  every  property  ov7ner  is 
allowed  the  enjoyment  of  all  his 
property  rights  as  long  as  he  does 
not  encroach  on  the  same   rights  of 
his  neighbors.   The  basic  prem.ise 
of  the  ordinance  is  to  implement 
the  Comprehensive  Plan  and  protect 
existing  property  values.   Zoning  has 
limitations  and  in  itself  is  unable  to 
correct  past  mistakes  in  land  develop- 
ment, prohibit  non-conforming  uses  that 
existed  prior  to  the  adoption  of  the 
ordinance,  guarantee  the  quality  of 
new  housing,  obtain  land  for  public  use, 
regulate  publicly  ov;ned  lands,  or  have 
any  direct  relation  to  private  deed 
restrictions. 

Zoning,  to  be  effective,  is  only  as 
good  as  its  enforcement  and  must  be 
accompanied  by  other  ordinances. 
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iyj>LEMENTATION 


The  proposals  of  the  Comprehensive  Plan 
for  the  Wolf  Point  City-County  Planning 
Area  can  be  achieved  through  a  variety 
of  available  implementation  methods. 
Implementation  can  take  place  through 
ordinances,  assistance  programs,  local 
governm.ent,  civic  groups,  or  individual 
citizens.   Basic  however  is  involve- 
ment by  both  the  public  and  private 
sectors  in  order  to  accomplish  the 
many  objectives  of  this  Comprehensive 
Plan. 

Planning  Area  grov/th  and  development 
in  the  past  has  been  moderate.   During 
the  next  tv/enty  years  this  pace  will 
quicken  and  as  a  result  it  becomes 
more  vital  to  make  the  right  decisions 
at  the  time  development  occurs  since 
it  '..'ill  be  much  harder  in  terms  of 
redevelopment  opportunities  to  correct 
poor  judgements. 

Support  of  the  Comprehensive  Plan  through 
citizen  involvement  and  understanding 
is  the  key  to  successful  implementation. 
It  m.ay  not  be  possible  to  have  total 
coTjaunity  involvement,-  but  hopefully 
a  large,  broad  cross-section  of 
Planning  Area  citizens  v/ill  make  their 
wishes  knov;n.   The  Plan  and  implementa- 
tion m.easures  should  be  a  consensus 
of  all  citizens. 

After  public  exhibition  it  is  recomm.ended 
that  the  Plan  be  adopted  by  the  City- 
County  Planning  Board,  along  V'/ith  any 
required  changes  or  additions  found 
necessary.   This  recomxiended  plan 
should  then  be  forwarded  to  the 


Wolf  Point  City  Council  and  Roosevelt 
County  Board  of  Corrir.iissioners  for 
their  respective  adoption.   The  Com- 
prehensive Plan  -would  then  become 
the  development  policy  for  the  Wolf 
Point  City-County  Planning  Area. 

Zoning 


Perhaps  the  most  useful  single  tool  for 
carrying  out  the  future  land  use  plan 
is  a  zoning  m.ap  and  ordinance.   The 
zoning  map  indicates  the  location  of 
districts  in  which  residences,  business, 
and  other  land  activities  m.ay  be  located. 
The  text  of  the  ordinance  establishes 
the  conditions  under  which  land  miay  be 
used  for  these  purposes. 

With  zoning,  every  property  owner  is 
allowed  the  enjoyment  of  all  his 
property  rights  as  long  as  he  does 
not  encroach  on  the  same  rights  of 
his  neighbors.   The  basic  prem.ise 
of  the  ordinance  is  to  implement 
the  Comprehensive  Plan  and  protect 
existing  property  values.   Zoning  has 
limitations  and  in  itself  is  unable  to 
correct  past  mistakes  in  land  develop- 
ment, prohibit  non-conforming  uses  that 
existed  prior  to  the  adoption  of  the 
ordinance,  guarantee  the  quality  of 
nev;  housing,  obtain  land  for  public  use, 
regulate  publicly  ovmed  lands,  or  have 
any  direct  relation  to  private  deed 
restrictions. 

Zoning,  to  be  effective,  is  only  as 
good  as  its  enforcement  and  must  be 
accompanied  by  other  ordinances. 
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NOTE:   Zoning  districts  proposed  over  Indian  Tribal  and  allocated 
lands  should  be  considered  a  reconmendation  and  not  included  as 
part  of  the  City  Zoning  Ordinance  or  County  Zoning  Resolution. 


ZONING  MAP  FOR 
THE  CITY  OF 
WOLF  POINT 


1lnch=  1,300  feet 
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ZONING  MAP  OF  THE  UNINCORPORATED 
PARTS  OF  THE  WOLF  POINT  CITY-  COUNTY 
PLANNING  JURISDICTIONAL  AREA 


t   the  City   Zoning  Ordl: 


Subdivision  Regulations 


Capital  Improvements  Program 


The  subdivision  of  land  into  smaller 
parcels  has  long  term  effects  on  a 
coirjnunity.   VJolf  Point  is  still 
living  with  street  patterns  established 
several  years  ago.   Considerable  foresight 
is  required  in  subdivision  design  to 
accommodate  today's  needs  as  well  as 
those  of  tcmorrov/o 

Land  subdivision  determines  the  total 
community  configuration  and  economics 
of  providing  services.   Subdivision 
design  influences  vehicle  street  pattern 
movements,  drainage  efficiency,  building 
sites  and  shapes,  types  of  development, 
the  creation  and  enhancement  of  recrea- 
tion areas,  the  location  and  provision 
of  open  space,  ana  the  quality  and 
costs  of  public  facilities  and  utili- 
ties. 

Subdivision  design  has  improved  since 
the  early  gridiron  short  block  charac- 
teristics of  the  past.   Newer  sub- 
division concepts  utilize  curvilinear, 
cluster  and  planned  unit  development 
design  approaches  to  better  accorrjnodate 
topography,  gain  open  space,  and  reduce 
improvem.ent  costs.   These  new  sub- 
division concepts  provide  for  greater 
economy  in  roads,  sanitary  sewer, 
storm  sewer  and  water  line  improve- 
ment costs  as  well  as  provide  a 
better  living  environment. 


The  Comprehensive  Plan  for  the  develop- 
ment of  Planning  Area  contains  recommen- 
dations for  major  improvem.ents  such  as 
roads,  water,  sewer,  and  community 
facilities. 

A  long-range  improvement  program  will 

list  these  major  im.provemants  in 

the  approximate  order  of  their  urgency. 

A  capital  expenditures  budget  is  a 
program  which  provides  for  the 
scheduling  and  financing  of  that 
portion  of  the  long-range  im.prove- 
ment  program,  that  the  Planning  Area 
can  accomplish  during  a  speci- 
fied period  in  the  future,  normally 
six  years.   The  capital  expenditure 
budget  is  developed  on  the  basis  of 
an  estimate  of  the  local  governments' 
income,  operating  expenditures,  and 
debt  service  requirements.   The  balance 
remaining  for  major  improvem.ents  is 
estimated  and  a  schedule  for  their 
financing  and  accomplishment  during 
each  of  the  six  years  ahead  is  developed. 

As  each  year  capital  budget  projects 
are  incorporated  in  the  annual  ad- 
ministration budget  and  carried  out, 
the  capital  expenditures  budget  is  re- 
studied  and  the  projects  for  a  new 
sixth  year  are  added. 

Urban  Redevelopment 


Blight  and  the  deterioration  of  structures 
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has  become  so  extensive  they  have 
become  a  national  problem.   There  is 
hardly  a  community  in  the  United 
States  which  has  not  felt  the  adverse 
effects  of  blighted  areas.   In  1954, 
Congress  responded  to  this  problem 
of  blight  and  structural  deteriora- 
tion through  the  Housing  Act  of  195  4  with 
a  new  program  entitled  "Urban  Renev/al". 
An  Urban  Renev;al  Program  begins  with 
the  community  itself  and  the  develop- 
ment of  a  "Workable  Program".   A 
Workable  Program  commits  the  community 
to  the  attainm.snt,  v/ithin  a  reasonable 
time,  of  the  following  objectives: 

1.  Development  of  adequate  local 
codes  and  ordinances  effectively 

enforced. 

2.  Analysis  of  blighted  areas  to 
determine  treatment  needed. 


Title  I  of  the  Housing  Act  of  19  49 
was  amended  in  196  8  by  the  addition 
of  a  Neighborhood  Development  Program. 
The  purpose  of  this  program  is  to 
facilitate  miore  rapid  renewal  and 
development  of  urban  areas  on  an 
effective  scale  and  to  encourage  more 
efficient  and  flexible  utilization 
of  public  and  private  development 
opportunities  by  local  communities. 

In  application  of  the  many  available 
governmental  programs  to  the  needs  of 
the  Wolf  Point  Planning  Area,  there 
are  several  areas  that  can  be  identi- 
fied.  One  area  of  need  is  to  improve 
the  Planning  Area  housing  stock  in 
terras  of  nuiii)ers,  types,  and  physical 
improvements . 

Other  Measures 


3.  Adequate  administrative  organi- 
zation to  carry  out  redevelop- 
ment programs. 

4.  Ability  to  meet  financial  re- 
quirements. 

5.  Responsibility  for  adequately 
re-housing  families  displaced 
by  Urban  renewal  and  other 
governmental  activities. 

6.  Citizen  participation. 

Once  a  comjnunity  completes  the  initial 
stages  of  evaluation,  it  can  decide 
upon  specific  project  areas. 


Local  committees  and  associations  are 
frequently  the  most  effective  means 
of  plan  implementation.   In  many 
communities  an  overall  citizen  group 
is  form.ed  in  order  to  implement  a 
Comprehensive  Plan.   The  total  citizen 
group  in  turn  sets  up  a  sub-committee 
structure  which  is  responsible  to  see 
that  specific  objectives  of  the  Com- 
prehensive Plan  are  carried  out. 

Codes  are  another  means  of  Plan  effectua- 
tion.  Building,  plumbing,  electrical 
and  fire  prevention  codes  establish 
minimum  standards  for  the  construction, 
safety,  and  sanitation  of  buildings  and 
other  structures.   The  following  codes 
have  been  adopted  by  the  State  of 
Montana  and  are  presently  minimum 


184 


requirements  for  cities  and  towns: 

1.  Uniform  Building  Code  -  1971 

2.  National  Electrical  Code  -  1971 

3.  Uniform  Mechanical  Code  -  1971 

4.  MoDile  Homes  American  Steel 
Institute  A.S.I.  -  119.1 

5.  Recreational  Vehicles  A.S.I.  - 
119.2 

Housing  and  fire  codes  are  presently 
being  considered  for  State  adoption. 

These  codes  protect  the  interest  and 
welfare  of  all  citizens  and  are 
designed  to  preserve  and  improve 
the  quality  and  safety  of  the  living 
environment  within  the  Planning 
Area. 
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